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Dear Graduate:

I am delighted and honored to congratulate each and every one of you 
on this, the happiest and most important day of your academic career.

The University of Houston is a very special place. It is the place that 
welcomed you, helped you grow intellectually, and encouraged you on your 
journey. It is the place that, thanks to our incredible diversity, has provided you 
with the experiences to work and feel at home anywhere in the world. And it is 
the place where your dreams of a college education have become a reality. 

I thank your parents, families, friends, and professors for the support and the 
guidance they have given you to succeed in college. 

As you leave here today – proud alumni of the University of Houston – you 
will do so in the knowledge that you are a member of the best prepared, best 
educated, and best equipped class this university has ever produced. You will 
carry with you the knowledge your professors have shared with you, the wisdom 
you have gained as you matured, and the personal experiences and friendships 
that will last you a lifetime.

 With warmest regards and best wishes,

 Renu Khator
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HISTORY & TRADITION

THE UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON
The University of Houston, Texas’ premier public metropolitan research and teaching institution, is home to 
more than 40 research centers and institutes and sponsors more than 300 partnerships with corporate, civic 
and governmental agencies. UH stands at the forefront of education, research and service. The largest and most 
comprehensive component of the University of Houston System, UH off ers a full range of undergraduate, graduate, 
doctoral and special professional degrees. UH public service and community activities, such as cultural off erings, 
clinical services, policy studies and small-business initiatives, serve a diverse metropolitan population. Likewise, the 
resources of the Gulf Coast region complement and enrich the university’s academic programs, providing students 
with professional expertise, practical experience and career opportunities. UH has awarded more than 230,000 
degrees, and approximately 75 percent of our alumni remain in the Houston area.

THE UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON SYSTEM
The University of Houston System is the state’s only metropolitan higher education system, encompassing four 
universities, two multi-institution teaching centers and the largest university distance learning program in Texas. 
With more than 54,000 students and 3,000 faculty, it is the largest metropolitan public system of higher education 
in Texas. The UH System universities include the University of Houston, a nationally recognized doctoral degree-
granting, comprehensive research university; the University of Houston-Downtown, a four-year undergraduate 
university beginning limited expansion into graduate programs; and the University of Houston-Clear Lake and the 
University of Houston-Victoria, both upper-division and master’s-level institutions. The UH System brings the 
resources of its four universities in partnership with area community colleges to off er bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
at the UH System at Cinco Ranch and UH System at Sugar Land teaching centers.



ACADEMIC REGALIA
Academic costume of today has a history of nearly eight centuries. In medieval Europe, all townspeople wore long 
fl owing robes and gowns. The materials and colors used were governed by royal decree. Gradually, distinctive gowns 
were developed for the various professions, trades and guilds. Scholars wore robes and hoods to protect their shaved 
heads. Later, skull caps were worn on the head and the hood became a cape that could be pulled over the head during 
unpleasant weather. As additional universities were founded, distinctive forms of the gown and hood were adapted 
by their faculties for bachelors (apprentices of arts), masters (teachers) and doctors (teachers who had completed 
postgraduate studies). When caps and hats came into fashion in the 15th century, the hoods became ornamental, 
draped over the shoulders and down the back. The academic hat was fi rst worn as a symbol of the master’s degree 
and existed in various forms. The mortarboard style comes to us from Oxford University. When academic costumes 
came to America in 1754, styles were quite varied. In Europe they still are; however, in our country, usage has been 
standardized by the Intercollegiate Code of Academic Costume.

HISTORY & TRADITION

UH LAW CENTER

Master’s Degree
Hood: Purple
Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree
Hood: Purple

Tassel: Red

COLLEGE OF OPTOMETRY

Master’s Degree
Hood: Gold
Tassel: Black

Doctor of Philosophy Degree
Hood: Royal Blue

Tassel: Red

Doctor of Optometry Degree
Hood: Seafoam Green

Tassel: Red

COLLEGE OF PHARMACY

Bachelor’s Degree
Tassel: Olive

Master’s Degree
Hood: Olive
Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree
Hood: Olive
Tassel: Red

GRADUATE COLLEGE OF SOCIAL WORK

Master’s Degree
Hood: Citron
Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree
Hood: Citron

Tassel: Red



CEREMONIAL SYMBOLS

THE SEAL
Throughout history, seals have been used to authenticate offi  cial documents. The 
University of Houston’s and UH System’s seals bear the Offi  cial Seal of Arms of General 
Sam Houston, as handed down to him from noble ancestors. It includes the escutcheon 
in the center of the seal — consisting of checkered chevrons denoting nobility and three 
martlets, gentle lowland birds that symbolize peace and deliverance. A winged hourglass is 
above the shield. Surmounting this is the motto “In Tempore” (In Time). The greyhounds 
indicate speed in giving aid. The UH seal was adopted in 1938 in conjunction with the 
establishment of the present campus. The fi rst offi  cial version was etched into the fl oor of 
the Roy G. Cullen Building.

UNIVERSITY MACE
The Mace, which is carried in academic processions, is a staff  symbolizing the university’s 
authority and unity. The tradition of the academic mace began in the late 14th century 
when two ancient instruments, the royal scepter and the battle mace, were combined to 
form a university president’s symbol of authority.

All hail to thee,

Our Houston University.

Our hearts fi ll with gladness

When we think of thee.

We’ll always adore thee

Dear old varsity.

And to thy memory cherished,

True we’ll ever be.

Words and music by Harmony Class of 1942

HISTORY & TRADITION

THE ALMA MATER



OPENING PROCESSION
 Jean Latting, Ph.D.
  Professor Emerita

WELCOME
 Ira C. Colby, D.S.W.
  Dean and Professor

GREETINGS
 Jarvis V. Hollingsworth
  Member, University of Houston System Board of Regents
 Stephanie R. Foy, M.S.W.
  Member, University of Houston Alumni Association Board

AWARDS
 Brianna Garrison and Jessica Moreno
  GCSW Student Association Awards Presenters

SPEAKER
 Sandra A. Lopez, LCSW, ACSW
  Clinical Associate Professor

FIELDS OF PRACTICE RECOGNITION
 Paul R. Raff oul, Ph.D.
  Associate Dean for Administration and Information Technology

PRESENTATION OF DOCTORAL CANDIDATES
 Dean Colby

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES
 Regent Hollingsworth

HOODING OF PH.D. CANDIDATES
 Dissertation Advisors

PRESENTATION OF M.S.W. CANDIDATES
 Dean Colby

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES
 Regent Hollingsworth

HOODING OF M.S.W. CANDIDATES
 Monit Cheung, Ph.D.
  Professor

CLOSING REMARKS
 Dean Colby

RECESSIONAL

GRADUATE COLLEGE OF SOCIAL WORK
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CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION
MAY AND AUGUST 2010

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Darla D. Beaty
IRB Stakeholders: Protection of Human Research Participants 
Through a Culture of Conscience in a Community Based 
Participatory Research (CBPR) Model
Dr. W. Andrew Achenbaum, Chair

Poi Ten Ada Cheung
Depressive Symptoms and Help-Seeking Preferences 
Among Chinese (including Mainland China, Hong Kong, and 
Taiwan) International Students
Dr. Patrick Leung, Chair

Elena Delavega
A Global Study of Education-Targeted Cash Transfer 
Policies: Poverty Reduction and Development Strategies
Dr. Monit Cheung, Chair

Lucinda Nevarez Gonzales
Discrimination and Depression in Mexicans and 
Mexican Americans: Results from the National Epidemiologic Survey 
on Alcohol and Related Conditions
Dr. Luis Torres, Chair

Venus Siu Fung Tsui
Male Victims of Partner Abuse: Barriers and Facilitators 
to Help-Seeking
Dr. Monit Cheung, Chair

Nicole Willis
Using Systems Theory and Social Exchange Theory to Understand 
Factors that Impact Retention, Turnover and Motivation to Work in a 
Public Child Welfare Agency
Dr. Patrick Leung, Chair

GRADUATE COLLEGE OF SOCIAL WORK

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK
Lorena Abitante
Katie Abraham
Bryan Adkins
Yanette Alvarenga
Ines Alvarez-Calderon
George Arango
Ruthie Asanaenyi
Anthony Aucoin
Sabrina Baker
Tara Bates
Layla Becker
Pamela Johnson Brown
Kimberly Buckert
Cathryn Bushman
Toni Candis
Tiff any Castenell
Susan Frances Castillo
Troy Christensen
Wesley Clayton
Mary Collins
Kathy Cook
Sarah Cook
Cathryn Councill
Charlkia Crayton
Jewel Crosswell
Sonia Cuellar
Candice Curl
Louela Dandy
Cassandra Davis
Jeanne Dewey
Marcie Dinkin
Ana Dlouhy
Shon Dorsey
Heather Doyle
Kristine Duff 

Chyecaria Evans
Chavey Fisher
Alicia Fletcher
Kristina Flores-Gomez
Mary Flowers
Amanda Ford
Jennifer Franco
Danita Gallegos
Miroslava Alexis Garcia
Ashleigh Gardner-Cormier
Regina Garza
Lori Godwin
Sharleen Guide
Karen Helgoth
Sonya Nicole Hereford
Jeanne Higgs
Angela Houston
Pamela Johnson
Adrien Kennedy
Haley King
Anel Sacramento Kovitz
Sherry LeBlanc
Januari Leo
Katharine Ligon
Meghan Loera
Desire Martinez
Minerva Herrera Martinez
Amber McCarthy
Tony McLendon
Quanastacia McMillan
Reginald McNeill
Karen Mudd
Troyon R. Myree
Natalie Nesbitt
Neha Nevrekar

Chau Nguyen
Oladoja Olagoke
Melinda Ortega
Susan Parkman
Kristin Payne
Nancy Perkins
Ashley Phillips
Rachel Plympton
Neftali Martinez Rodriguez
Naomi Goldstick Rosner
Ingrid Russell
Bronwyn Ryan
Audrey Ryman
Charlotte Rhea Schneider
Laura Scott
Veronica Siff ert
Vanny Soeung
Susan Hopkins Steed
Laurie Stempien
Tamra Storey
Lisonya Sweat
David Swendsen
Erika Thompson
Roxanne Tonn
Teplah Toomey
Ejinma Uchegbu
Karl Udochukwu
Erika Valdez Moore
Suzzette Villarruel
Monica Webb
Rochelle White
Brandon Willis
Ver’Tonya Wilson
Alicia Renee Youngblood
Tara Zinn



GRADUATES
DECEMBER 2009

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK
Jessica Bromberg
Tona Butler
Kathryn Carneglia
Chi Wa Chan
Satmah J. Davis
Daisy Delgado
Diane Felder
Ilann Forte
Marcia Goebel
Kathy Goodwin
Leah Greene
Tamika Harvey

Chelsea Hebert
Andrea Horn
Arnitha Jones
Nakeisha Jones
Kathleen Kuznicki
Sze Nga Lam
Erica Madlock
Carly McGrew
Tiff any Meulemans
Michele Munzner
Juliet Nnenna Ogah
Mercy Omoregie
Melanee Orellana
Kelly Parker

Nicole Rank
Alexandria Schmiedeskamp
Ashley Thomas
Nourren Mehreen Wallani
Avionda Wells
Mandy Yu

GCSW MILESTONES

Graduate School of Social Work is established by 
the Texas Legislature

GSSW is accredited by the Council on 
Social Work Education

50 students admitted; Total enrollment reaches 106

Enrollment exceeds 500 and nearly 450 degrees 
have been awarded

First curriculum specialization is offered 
in Health Care; 40 students enroll

Office of Community Projects is established at the GSSW

Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 
approves a Ph.D. program at the GSSW

GSSW’s AH program sponsors the first Underwood Lecture

Inaugural GSSW Scholarship Gala

GSSW inaugurates the first Gerson David Lecture; 
Perspectives on Social Work, first GSSW Doctoral Student

 Journal published

Launching of Legislative Internship Program; First Doctoral 
Student Symposium; 3,000 M.S.W. degrees have been awarded

GCSW turns 40

First class of 26 students is admitted

GSSW Alumni Association is established

Part-time social work admissions becomes a reality; 
500 applications are received

March 23 dedication of the 63,000- square-foot Social 
Work Building

First Social Work Future’s Conference is held

Revised curriculum includes: Health Care, Mental Health, 
Gerontology, Children and Families and Political Social Work

American Humanics (AH) joins GSSW with focus on 
nonprofit management 

GSSW inaugurates the first Jenkins Lecture; GSSW’s first 
formal international exchange agreement signed

UH celebrates its 75th Anniversary; 
GSSW confers 150 M.S.W. and 4 Ph.D. degrees

Jody Williams, 1997 Nobel Laureate for Peace, joins GSSW 
faculty; GSSW’s first endowed professorship established, 
The Kantambu Latting College Professorship

GSSW becomes the Graduate College of Social Work

1967

1970

1973

1978

1985

1988

1992

1996

2001

2003

2005

2008

1968

1972

1974

1980

1986

1992

1993

2000

2002

2004

2006

The roster of graduates and candidates for graduation does not include the names of those students who chose to withhold information under the 
Federal Education Rights and Privacy Act.



GRADUATE COLLEGE OF SOCIAL WORK AWARDS

BARBARA JORDAN UNITY AWARD
This award is in the name of the fi rst black woman elected to the Texas Senate and the fi rst U.S. Representative 
for Houston’s 18th District, known for her tenacity and perseverance. The recipient of this award is a part-time or 
Advanced Standing student who has demonstrated discipline, determination and a high standard of excellence. 

THE JANE ADDAMS AWARD
This award is named for one of the Social Work profession’s founders and examples of conviction put into practice. 
This award is given to the student who best demonstrates service to the GCSW, professionalism, scholastic 
achievement, leadership and the ability to establish and maintain faculty-student support and rapport. 

MAHATMA GANDHI PEACE AWARD
Gandhi provides the inspiration for the GCSW’s un-offi  cial motto, “We must become the change we want to see,” 
and this award is given to the student who most exemplifi es the power of this principle. This student is innovative in 
leadership style, thought and character and is known as someone who embodies the change they work to achieve. 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SOCIAL JUSTICE AWARD
This award is named for one of society’s greatest contemporary examples of advocacy, empowerment and the 
championing of social justice and is given to the student who embodies these same principles. As a leader, this award 
recipient has shown the power to cooperatively determine goals and unite others behind their causes.

MARY RICHMOND AWARD
This award is given in honor of one of the social work profession’s community practice pioneers. The student who 
receives this award has performed exceptional community service beyond employment or fi eld practicum. Additionally, 
the recipient of this award represents the epitome of social work values and ethics and supports a traditional casework 
philosophy. 

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION AND CHANGE FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE FACULTY AWARD
This faculty member has demonstrated dedication to building a movement of a vulnerable population by working with 
the people to eff ect change. Through education this faculty member has engaged students and inspired commitment 
and action to attain social justice.

OUTSTANDING FACULTY AWARD
This award was initiated by the Student Association to honor and recognize a member of the GCSW faculty who 
demonstrates exceptional class performance, supportive student interaction, professional role modeling and advocacy 
on behalf of students. The faculty member chosen for this award will have the honor of placing master’s degree hoods 
on candidates for graduation at today’s ceremony.

OUTSTANDING STAFF AWARD
This award is given to honor a staff  member who has provided outstanding friendship and support to students 
throughout the academic year. Although this person may not have instructional interaction with students, he/she is 
chosen based on their commitment to the GCSW and the promulgation of social work education, values and ethics. 

HUMANITARIAN AWARD
This is the inaugural year for the Humanitarian Award. This award is given to an individual from the community that 
exemplifi es social work through their dedication and eff orts to promote social justice and equality. This community 
leader embodies the core components of social work by promoting the well being of individuals and communities 
through social change, and honors people’s right to self-determination. 



Andrew Achenbaum, Ph.D.
Professor of History and Social Work

Dale Alexander, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Steven R. Applewhite, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Jennifer Battle, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Darla Beaty, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Shannon Bishop, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Patrick Bordnick, Ph.D.
Professor

Cynthia Briggs, M.S.W.
Lecturer

C. Brene Brown, Ph.D.
Visiting Assistant Professor of Social Work

Ada Cheung, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Monit Cheung, Ph.D.
Professor

Travis J. Courville, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Will Dickey, M.S.W., J.D.
Lecturer

Dave Dinneen, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Maxine Weinman Epstein, Dr. P.H.
Professor

Wendy Evans, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Larry Hill, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Robert Fleming, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Gene E. Gundersen, M.S.W., J.D.
Lecturer

Sharona Jacobs, M.S.W.
Associate Director of Field Practicum

Charles Kaplan, Ph.D.
Research Professor and 
Associate Dean of Research

Jean K. Latting, Dr. P.H.
Professor

Rev. William Lawson
Distinguished Community
Scholar in Residence

Roberta Leal, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Jan Leger, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Patrick Leung, Ph.D.
Professor

Mary R. Lewis, Ph.D.
Professor Emerita

Sandra A. Lopez, M.S.W.
Clinical Associate Professor

Marki McMillan, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Beverly McPhail, Ph.D.
Lecturer

Monica Mills-Mattox, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Amber Mollhagen, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Brett Needleham, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Jamie Parker, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Danielle Parrish, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Martha Piedra, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Suzanne Pritzker, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Paul Raff oul, Ph.D.
Associate Professor and Associate Dean 
for Administration and IT

Cynthia Reibenstein, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Susan P. Robbins, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Virginia Cooke Robbins, M.S.W.–AP
Clinical Professor

William B. Schnapp, Ph.D.
Lecturer

Ellen S. Stevens-Roseman, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Michael Taylor, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Patricia Taylor, Ph.D.
Lecturer

Eva Thibaudeux-Graczyk, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Luis Torres, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Mark Trahan, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Amy Traylor, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Avelardo Valdez, Ph.D.
Professor

Yolanda Villarreal, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Jody Williams, Ph.D.
Distinguished Professor of Social Work
Nobel Laureate for Peace, 1997

Sheara Williams, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Brunnesia Wilson, M.S.W.
Lecturer

GRADUATE COLLEGE OF SOCIAL WORK FACULTY



Y O U  A R E  T H E  P R I D E

Graduate College of Social Work
Alumni Association

May 14, 2010

Dear GCSW Graduate,

Cheers to you on this momentous occasion, one dedicated to celebrating the achievement of your hard work. Today, 
you offi  cially become a GCSW Alumnus. On behalf of the Alumni Association Board of Directors, I am honored to 
welcome you to this prestigious community of social work alumni. Many CONGRATULATIONS to you!

The Graduate College of Social Work Alumni Association (GCSW-AA) was created to strengthen the relationship 
between alumni and the GCSW, and to advance the interest and promote the welfare of the GCSW, its graduates, 
and the clients they serve. We provide opportunities for social networking and continuing education; both are 
designed to enhance the professional development of our alumni in their roles as social workers. We also strive to 
support the current students of the GCSW through mentoring and scholarships. 

The GCSW-AA is a chartered constituent of the University of Houston Alumni 
Association (UH-AA). When you join UH-AA, you are automatically accorded 
membership in the Graduate College of Social Work Alumni Association. There is 
an enclosed application and a return envelope. As a new graduate, your fi rst year 
of membership is only $10.00. If you belong to UH-AA as an undergraduate of 
the University of Houston, you should designate the GCSW as your college when 
renewing your membership.

The Alumni Association Board of Directors would like to take this opportunity 
to personally invite you to join the GCSW Alumni Association to continue your 
connection to the University of Houston, the Graduate College of Social Work, and 
the community of social work alumni, which you are now a part of. Your membership 
dues support our eff orts in 1) social networking and continuing education and 2) 
student outreach through fi nancial support to the GCSW Student Association and 
scholarships. 

Today, each of you received a UH lapel pin in honor of Michael Roberts, a UH 
GCSW Class of 2002 alumi. Michael served on the GCSW-AA for many years 
and particularly enjoyed personally congratulating each new graduate with a UH 
lapel pin. Michael passed away on January 3rd of this year and to honor him, we 
are formally naming the gifting of UH pins to graduates “The Michael Roberts 
Pinning Ceremony.”

Again, WELCOME ALUMNUS! We look forward to having you as a member of 
this outstanding organization. Your active involvement is encouraged! If you are 
interested in joining a committee or becoming a board member, please feel free to 
contact me at allison.harter@gmail.com or 713-725-2609. 

Best wishes,

Allison Harter, LMSW
Class of 2009
President, GCSW-AA

110HA Social Work Building
Houston, TX 77204-4013

713-743-8071 Phone
713-743-8149 FAX

www.sw.uh.edu



OPENING PROCESSION
 Commencement Marshal Barbara Lewis
  Clinical Assistant Professor
 Commencement Marshal Louis Williams
  Associate Professor
 Golden Cougars Class of 1960
  Mr. Andrew Hunter (Kaszycki)
  Mr. Daniel Earl Morse
  Mr. Ralph C. Turner Jr.
 Graduates
 Platform Party

NATIONAL ANTHEM
 Marianne Sagrado Maglasang
  Student, College of Education

WELCOME
 F. Lamar Pritchard
  Dean

GREETINGS
 Nelda Luce Blair
  Secretary, University of Houston System Board of Regents
 John J. Antel
  Senior Vice President for Academic Aff airs and Provost
 Reece Rondon
  Chair Elect, UH Alumni Association Board

ADDRESS TO STUDENTS
 The Honorable David Dewhurst
  Lieutenant Governor of Texas

PRESENTATION OF PH.D. GRADUATES
 Dean Pritchard

CONFERRAL OF PH.D. DEGREES
 Provost Antel

PRESENTATION OF M.S. GRADUATES
 Dean Pritchard

CONFERRAL OF M.S. DEGREES
 Provost Antel

RECOGNITION OF HONOR PHARM.D. GRADUATES
 Raymond Hammond
  Associate Dean for Practice Programs

PRESENTATION OF PHARM.D. GRADUATES
 Dean Pritchard

CONFERRAL OF PHARM.D. DEGREES
 Provost Antel

COLLEGE OF PHARMACY
SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2010 • 9:00 A.M. • CULLEN PERFORMANCE HALL



RECOGNITION OF HONOR B.S. GRADUATES
 Yuen-Sum “Vincent” Lau
  John & Rebecca Moores Professor
  Chair, Department of Pharmacological & Pharmaceutical Sciences

PRESENTATION OF B.S. GRADUATES
 Dean Pritchard

CONFERRAL OF B.S. DEGREES
 Provost Antel

RECOGNITION OF GOLDEN COUGARS CLASS OF 1960
 Dean Pritchard

OATH OF A PHARMACIST
 Andrea Smesny
  Associate Dean for Academic and Student Aff airs

OATH OF A PHARMACIST

I promise to devote myself to a lifetime of service to others through the profession of pharmacy. In fulfi lling this vow:

I will consider the welfare of humanity and relief of suff ering my primary concerns.

I will apply my knowledge, experience, and skills to the best of my ability to assure optimal 
outcomes for my patients.

I will respect and protect all personal and health information entrusted to me.

I will accept the lifelong obligation to improve my professional knowledge and competence.

I will hold myself and my colleagues to the highest principles of our profession’s moral, ethical 
and legal conduct.

I will embrace and advocate changes that improve patient care.

I will utilize my knowledge, skills, experiences and values to prepare the next generation of 
pharmacists.

I take these vows voluntarily with the full realization of the responsibility with which I am entrusted 
by the public.



CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION
MAY 2010

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN 
PHARMACOLOGY
Ibrahim A. Alhaider
The Protective Eff ects of Chronic Caff eine 
Treatment on Cognitive Function and Synaptic 
Plasticity in Acute Sleep Deprivation
Advisor: Dr. Karim Alkadhi

Liza Elezabeth George
Mechanisms of Exercise-Mediated Restoration of 
Renal Dopamine D1 Receptor Function in Aging
Advisor: Dr. Mustafa Lokhandwala

Trinh Tuyet Tran
Chronic Stress Reveals Cognitive Impairment 
in a Subthreshold Amyloid-β Model of 
Alzheimer’s Disease
Advisor: Dr. Karim Alkadhi

DOCTOR OF PHARMACY
Peter Oluseyi Akinwunmi
Husna Ali
Elizabeth Marie Araujo
Paige Leanne Austin³
Anurekha Azeem
Matthew Ryan Baker
Shannon Faith Baker³
Simrit Kaur Bassett³
Galicia Cristina Beltran
Mustafa Abid Bhimani¹
Clayton Reece Boyd
Emily Alyce Bradley
Lindsay Ann Carlson
Christina Marie Cattley
Eric Lupping Chan
Billy Chang
Karen Kai-Wen Cheng³
Angela Hyun Chi
Sara Louise Cleveland
Stacie Sacky Dacus
Minh-Duc Dang
Melissa Ann Deaver
Johnna Marie Dees
John Brian Dela Cruz
Bradley Peyton Delaney³
Christopher J. Demmeck³
Chitra Girish Desai³
Nancy Elisa Dinero¹
Crystal Kay Dixon
Gurumeet S. Doshi

Amber Wave Dwairy
Yelena Alekseyevna Dymnikova-Rook²
Laura Elizabeth Edmundson²
Arianne Ellena Edwards
Miguel Angel Fernandez Jr.
Douglas Michael Gage
Meghan Elizabeth Goodson
Angel D. Hinojosa³
Tommy H. Ho³
Winston Hsu
Jonathan Y. Huang
Kandi Kaylene Icenhower
Joseph A. Isbell³
Aeliya Fatima Jaff ar
Gerald Hwan Kim²
Nikolos Aanon Kleepbua
Aileen Ray Korulla³
Kristi Ann Kubosh
Stephanie Nicole Lao³
Brandon Michael Lee
Kanchan Likhari
Valerie Renee Mack
Sunita Reddy Madadi
Audra Michelle Mata³
Elisabeth Marie Alonso Napierkowski²
Danny Kim Nguyen
Hollie Thuy Nguyen³
Minhtri Nguyen³
Ngoc Nguyen
Thao Huynh Nguyen³
Tochi Joy Nwosu
Clayton Philip Otto¹
Laura Chayoung Paik
Katerine Elizabeth Palacios³
Allison Lee Palmer¹
Essie Samuel Parankimamvila²
Christine Renée Parker²
Badal N. Patel³
Shreya Kaushik Patel
Sruti Rameshchandra Patel³
Shawn Delisle Patterson³
Chian Nguyen Pham
Ngocanh Huu Phan
Thanh Ngoc Phan
Michael Kam-Yin Poon
Hannia Zaheer Qureshi²
Erin Marie Ressler²
Rachel K. Rochelli³

Kathryn Antoine Rucker
Derek Alexander Sachitano
Sara Danielle Schepcoff 
Adrienne Brett Sevin²
Ali-Reza Shah-Mohammadi
Kyana Detroneice Stewart
Melissa Willhoft Thomas²
Arnold Tieu
Siem Lee Tieu³
Anhtuan Thien Tran³
Annie Tran³
Le-Minh Duy Tran
May Kim Tran³
Michael Tien Tran¹
David Edward Trindle
Dan Truong-le
Betsy Elizabeth Varghese
Liza Mary Varghese¹
Aimee Villalon²
Tuan Anh Vo
Julie Hien Vu
Janet Starnes Way
Stephanie Louise Weightman³
David C. Woods
Nedayka Wright
Erika Lynn Zezulka
Yading Zhou²
Jon Phillip Zweifel

COLLEGE OF PHARMACY

¹ Summa Cum Laude
² Magna Cum Laude
³ Cum Laude



CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION
MAY 2010

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN PHARMACY 
ADMINISTRATION
Peter Oluseyi Akinwunmi
Generic Drug Discount Programs from Large 
Chain Pharmacies in the Houston Area: A Look 
at the Top Five Major Diseases in America
Advisor: Dr. Sujit Sansgiry

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES
Hannah H. Abu-Ain
Karlis L. Butler
Samuel Yh Chung²
Sang Cao Dang
Chris Martin Green³
Rania Emily Harmoush
Sho-Jung Kuo

Trinh Tu Lam
Karen W. Liang
Tatiana Thu-Thao Nguyen
Erin Elizabeth Ploch
Hoda Pourzargham¹
Yenny Lorena Weissfi sch

GRADUATES
DECEMBER 2009

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN 
PHARMACOLOGY
Long Nguyen
Bronchprotective Eff ect of β-blockers in a 
Murine Model of Asthma
Advisor: Dr. Richard Bond

DOCTOR OF PHARMACY
Roland Ayuk Ako¹
Kendall Frost

GRADUATES
AUGUST 2009

DOCTOR OF PHARMACY
Stephanie Chao
Dao Doan
Theophilus Falls

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN PHARMACY 
ADMINISTRATION
Santosh J. Agarwal
Association of Pharmacy Treatment with 
Geographic Variation in Outcomes in Veterans 
With Chronic Heart Failure
Advisor: Dr. Michael Johnson

Abhishek Shirish Chitnis
Propensity Score Analysis to Compare Treatment 
Eff ectiveness in Patients with Heart Failure
Advisor: Dr. Michael Johnson

Rishi J. Desai
Comparative Eff ectiveness of Individual 
Angiotensin Receptor Blockers in Elderly Patients 
with Heart Failure
Advisor: Dr. Michael Johnson

Nilanjana Dwibedi
Eff ect of Implementing Bed-side Bar-coded 
Medication Administration System on 
Medication Administration Errors in 
An Intensive Care Unit
Advisor: Dr. Sujit Sansgiry

Rohit Goyal
Stress and Quality of Life of Parents with 
Children Suff ering from Neuro-Developmental 
Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Sujit Sansgiry

Sandhya Mehta
Compliance and Safety Outcomes in Older Adults 
Taking Antipsychotic Medications
Advisor: Dr. Rajender Aparasu

Saurabh Pankaj Nagar
Functional Impairment and Associated 
Healthcare Utilization in Depressed Children
Advisor: Dr. Rajender Aparasu

Davonda Hubbard Williams
Consumer Opinion Regarding the Eff ectiveness of 
the www.houstonhealthchoice.org Website
Advisor: Dr. Sujit Sansgiry

Ravi Kant Yadav
Eff ect of Statins on the Incidence of Dementia in 
Patients with Diabetes
Advisor: Dr. Michael Johnson



The roster of graduates and candidates for graduation does not include the names of those students who chose to withhold information under the 
Federal Education Rights and Privacy Act.

RHO CHI GRADUATING MEMBERS
Roland Ayuk Ako
Santosh J. Agarwal
Mustafa Abid Bhimani
Chitra Girish Desai
Rishi J. Desai
Nancy Elisa Dinero
Yelena Alekseyevna Dymnikova-Rook
Laura Elizabeth Edmundson
Liza Elezabeth George
Joseph A. Isbell
Gerald Hwan Kim
Audra Michelle Mata
Elisabeth Marie Alonso Napierkowski
Hollie Thuy Nguyen
Minhtri Nguyen
Clayton Philip Otto
Allison Lee Palmer
Essie Samuel Parankimamvila

Christine Renée Parker
Shawn Delisle Patterson
Hannia Zaheer Qureshi
Erin Marie Ressler
Rachel K. Rochelli
Adrienne Brett Sevin
Melissa Willhoft Thomas
Annie Tran
Michael Tien Tran
Liza Mary Varghese
Aimee Villalon
Yading Zhou
 Jon Phillip Zweifel

PHI LAMBDA SIGMA
GRADUATING MEMBERS
Simrit Kaur Bassett
Emily Alyce Bradley
Stacie Sacky Dacus
Nancy Elisa Dinero
Amber Wave Dwairy
Angel D. Hinojosa
Kandi Kaylene Icenhower
Gerald Hwan Kim
Aileen Ray Korulla
Elisabeth Marie Alonso Napierkowski
Allison Lee Palmer
Christine Renée Parker
Le-Minh Duy Tran
Aimee Villalon
Julie Hien Vu
Stephanie Louise Weightman
Erika Lynn Zezulka

Undergraduate students who complete their degree requirements will graduate with the stated academic honors if they 
achieve the following grade point averages earned in the last sixty-six (66) hours completed at the University of Houston. 
The final designation for honors is determined by the Provost’s Office upon final completion of all degree requirements.
 3.75 to 4.0  Summa Cum Laude 
 3.50 to 3.74  Magna Cum Laude 
 3.25 to 3.49 Cum Laude

HONORS

COLLEGE ADMINISTRATION
F. Lamar Pritchard

Dean

Mustafa F. Lokhandwala
Executive Vice Dean for Research

Shara Zatopek
Associate Dean for Administration

Raymond Hammond
Associate Dean for Practice Programs

Andrea Smesny
Associate Dean for Academic and Student Affairs

Shaki Commissariat
College Business Administrator

DEPARTMENT CHAIRS
Kevin Garey

Clinical Sciences and Administration

Vincent Lau
Pharmacological and Pharmaceutical Sciences

COMMENCEMENT MARSHALS
Barbara Lewis
Louis Williams

COMMENCEMENT COORDINATORS
Elizabeth Hassell
Andrea Smesny



PRELUDE
 Classical Arrangement

OPENING PROCESSION
  Pomp and Circumstance by Sir Edward Elgar
 MACE BEARER–UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON
  Ruth Manny, O.D., Ph.D.
   Charles R. Stewart Professor of Optometry
 MACE BEARER–COLLEGE OF OPTOMETRY
  Judith Perrigin, O.D.
   Professor of Optometry
 BANNER BEARER
  David Perrigin, O.D.
   Associate Professor

INVOCATION
 Danica J. Marrelli, O.D.
  Clinical Associate Professor

WELCOME
 Earl L. Smith III, O.D., Ph.D.
  Dean and Greeman-Petty Professor

GREETINGS
 Jacob M. Monty
  Member, University of Houston System Board of Regents
 Renu Khator
  UH President

RECOGNITION OF GRADUATES

 SUMMA CUM LAUDE
 MAGNA CUM LAUDE
  Roger L. Boltz, O.D., Ph.D.
   Associate Dean for Professional Studies and Associate Professor
 BETA SIGMA KAPPA
 BSK SILVER MEDAL AWARD
  Lanny Shulman, O.D., Ph.D.
   Assistant Dean for Student Aff airs and Admissions and Clinical Associate Professor
 ROBERT WILLIAM ZIPPER LEADERSHIP AWARD
  Assistant Dean Shulman
 GOLD KEY INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
  Ralph J. Herring, O.D., M.H.A.
   Clinical Associate Professor
 CLINICAL EXCELLENCE AWARDS
  Nicky R. Holdeman, O.D., M.D.
   Associate Dean for Clinical Education and Professor of Optometry

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS
  Dean Smith

COLLEGE OF OPTOMETRY
SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2010 • 1:00 P.M. • CULLEN PERFORMANCE HALL



 DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS FOR 2009
  Randall N. Reichle, O.D.
   Class of 1976
 CORA AND J. DAVIS ARMISTEAD FACULTY TEACHING AWARD

STUDENT ADDRESS
 John Haarde

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER
 Dean Smith

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
 Irvin M. Borish, O.D.

PRESENTATION AND HOODING OF CANDIDATES
 Dean Smith

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN PHYSIOLOGICAL OPTICS DEGREE
 Laura J. Frishman, Ph.D.
  Associate Dean for Graduate Studies and Research and John and Rebecca Moores Professor

PRESENTATION OF OPTOMETRY RESIDENTS AND POSTDOCTORAL FELLOW
 Karen D. Fern, O.D.
  Director, Residency Programs and Associate Professor

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY DEGREE
 Greg Stephens, Ph.D., O.D.
  Chair of the Faculty and Associate Professor

ANNOUNCEMENT OF CANDIDATES FOR DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY DEGREE
 Associate Dean Boltz

HOODING OF CANDIDATES
 James Walters, Ph.D., O.D.
  Associate Professor
 Suzanne Wickum, O.D.
  Clinical Associate Professor
 FACULTY ASSISTING IN HOODING
  Greg Stephens, O.D., Ph.D.
   Associate Professor
  William Miller, O.D., Ph.D.
   Chair, Department of Clinical Sciences and Associate Professor

PRESENTATION OF DIPLOMAS
 Dean Smith

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES
 President Khator

ADMINISTRATION OF THE OPTOMETRIC OATH
 Associate Dean Holdeman

CLOSING REMARKS
 Dean Smith

BENEDICTION
 Kimberly Lambreghts, R.N., O.D.
  Clinical Associate Professor

RECESSIONAL
 War March of the Priests by Felix Mendelssohn



CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION
MAY 2010

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN 
PHYSIOLOGICAL OPTICS
Qiong Liu
Changsha, Hunan Province; China, P.R.
B.M., Xiangya Medical School, Central 

South University, China, P.R.
Dissertation: The Biology and Pathophysiology of 
Nerve Growth Factor at the Ocular Surface

Jessica Horne Mathew
Houston, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University at Galveston
O.D., University of Houston College of 

Optometry
Dissertation: Morphometric Histopathology of 
the Physiologically Fixed Keratoconic Cornea

RESIDENTS

Priyal Gadani, O.D.
Resident in Family Practice

Tiff any Garcia, O.D.
Resident in Pediatric Optometry

Melanie Gonzalez, O.D.
Resident in Family Practice

Katie Lowry, O.D.
Resident in Cornea and Contact Lens

Delilah Yousef, O.D.
Resident in Primary Eye Care

POSTDOCTORAL FELLOW
Ryan Dimit, O.D.
Cornea and Contact Lens Research

DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY
Samuel Adedayo Adeseye
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
Eye Doctor’s Offi  ce, Inc., Dallas, TX; 
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX

Lorena Y. Alanis
San Juan, TX
B.S., The University of Texas at 

Pan America
Eye Care Associates of Humble, Humble, TX; 
Sharp Eye Consultants, San Antonio, TX

Alinah Noorani Ali
Sugar Land, TX
B.B.A., University of Houston
Berkeley Eye Center, Houston, TX; La Nueva 
Casa de Amigos & Mobile Eye Institute, 
Houston, TX

Angineh Almasi
Burbank, CA
B.S., University of California, Los Angeles
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX; 
Department of the Navy, Naval Medical Center, 
San Diego, CA

Lauren Joe Bailey
Canyon, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX; 
Eye Doctor’s Offi  ce, Inc., Dallas, TX

Emily Jean Becker
Garden Plain, KS
B.S., Newman University
Mann Eye Institute, Humble, TX; NSU 
Oklahoma, College of Optometry, Tahlequah, OK

Anjana Ishvar Bhakta
Houston, TX
B.A., The University of Texas at Dallas
Plaza Vision Center, Dallas, TX; Good Neighbor 
Eye Clinic/Bellaire & Katy Eye Consultants/
Texas Eye Institute, Houston, TX

Rashmi Bisen
Hope Mills, NC
B.A., University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX; NSU 
Oklahoma, College of Optometry, Tahlequah, OK

Eric Jarsin Boudreaux
Church Point, LA
B.S., Louisiana State University
La Nueva Casa de Amigos & Mobile Eye 
Institute, Houston, TX; NSU Oklahoma, College 
of Optometry, Tahlequah, OK

Ashley Elizabeth Bradford
Oak Grove, LA
B.S., Northwestern State University of 

Louisiana
Lakeline Vision Source, Austin,TX; 
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX

Jeannine E. Camacho
Abilene, TX
B.S., Hardin-Simmons University
Sharp Eye Consultants, San Antonio, TX; Brooke 
Army Medical Center, Fort Sam Houston, TX

Melissa Cristal Carcano
Galveston, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University
Eye Center of Texas, Bellaire, TX; Elite Vision 
Care, League City, TX

Valenta LaShay Carter
Temple, TX
B.S., Texas State University
NSU Oklahoma, College of Optometry, 
Tahlequah, OK; Indian Health Service, Santa Fe 
Indian Health Hospital, Albuquerque, NM

Zhuo “Lucy” Chen
Houston, TX
B.M., Third Military Medical University, 

Chongqing, China
Ph.D., University of Alcala, Madrid, Spain
South Texas Veterans Healthcare System, San 
Antonio, TX; Eye Center of Texas, Bellaire, TX

Ashley Susan Chennankara
Plano, TX
B.A., Austin College
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX; Central 
Texas Veterans Healthcare System, Austin/
Temple/Waco, TX

Jordana Francis Chettiparampil
Sugar Land, TX
B.A., Hood College
McCormick Vision Center, P.A., Austin, TX; 
Good Neighbor Eye Clinic/Bellaire & Katy Eye 
Consultants/Texas Eye Institute, Houston, TX

Michael Chu²
Calgary, Alberta, Canada
B.A., University of Calgary
B.S., University of Calgary
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX; 
Alamo Eye Care, San Antonio, TX

Stephanie Marie Colorado
San Angelo, TX
B.S., The University of Texas at Austin
McCormick Vision Center, P.A., Austin, TX; 
Lakeline Vision Source, Austin, TX

Brian Edward Cox²
Missouri City, TX
B.S., Oklahoma City University
Bellaire Family Eye Care, Bellaire, TX; 
Hellerstein & Brenner Vision Center, P.C., 
Centennial, CO

Mary Jane Cuevas
Houston, TX
B.A., University of St. Thomas
Eye Care of Greenville, Greenville, TX; 
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX

COLLEGE OF OPTOMETRY

¹ Summa Cum Laude
² Magna Cum Laude



CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION
MAY 2010

Jennifer Lynn Deakins²
Houston, TX
B.A.I.S., University of Miami
Eye Center of Texas, Bellaire, TX; 
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX

Jonathan Glenn DeShaw
Plano, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University
Lakeline Vision Source, Austin, TX; 
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX

Linda Jeanette Dølven
Oslo, Norway
B.S., The University of Texas at Austin
Hellerstein & Brenner Vision Center, P.C., 
Centennial, CO; BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, 
Dallas, TX

Sheena Louise Garner-Baber
Hobbs, NM
B.S., Texas A&M University
Good Neighbor Eye Clinic/Bellaire & Katy Eye 
Consultants/Texas Eye Institute, Houston, TX; 
Allan J. Panzer, O.D., Houston, TX

Victoria Vo Glickman-Pham
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
Bellaire Family Eye Care, Bellaire, TX; 
Allan J. Panzer, O.D., Houston, TX

Blake Elliot Golson
Midland, TX
B.S., The University of Texas of the 

Permian Basin
NSU Oklahoma, College of Optometry, 
Tahlequah, OK, La Nueva Casa de Amigos & 
Mobile Eye Institute, Houston, TX

Brooks Trent Grant
Lubbock, TX
B.A., Lubbock Christian University
Good Neighbor Eye Clinic/Bellaire & Katy Eye 
Consultants/Texas Eye Institute, Houston, TX; 
McCormick Vision Center, P.A., Austin, TX

Lori Catherine Guagenti-Engler
Lima, OH
B.S., University of Toledo
Elite Vision Care, League City, TX; Good 
Neighbor Eye Clinic/Bellaire & Katy Eye 
Consultants/Texas Eye Institute, Houston, TX

Christopher Michael Guillen
Humble, TX
B.S., University of Houston
La Nueva Casa de Amigos & Mobile Eye 
Institute, Houston, TX; Good Neighbor Eye 
Clinic/Bellaire & Katy Eye Consultants/Texas 
Eye Institute, Houston, TX

John Francis Haarde
The Woodlands, TX
B.A., Texas Christian University
First Eye Care Infi nity Laser Vision, Dallas, TX; 
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX

Erik Williams Haselhorst
San Antonio, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University
Wilford Hall USAF Medical, Reid Optometry, 
Lackland AFB, TX; Albuquerque VA Medical 
Center, Eye Clinic112A, Albuquerque, NM

Karen Hashmi
Amarillo, TX
B.S., West Texas A&M University
Advanced Eye Care, Canyon, TX; 
VA Medical Center, Amarillo, TX

Gloria Opoku Hentz
Arlington-Ft. Worth, TX
B.S., Prairie View A&M University
Houston Eyecare Clinic, Houston, TX; Good 
Neighbor Eye Clinic/Bellaire & Katy Eye 
Consultants/Texas Eye Institute, Houston, TX

Mai-Vy Nhu Nguyen Hoang
Amarillo, TX
B.S., West Texas A&M University
Advanced Eye Care, Canyon, TX; NSU 
Oklahoma, College of Optometry, Tahlequah, OK

Gina Tu-Anh Huynh¹
Houston, TX
B.S., Xavier University of Louisiana
Department of the Navy, Naval Medical Center, 
San Diego, CA; Hopping Eye Associates, Ltd. 
LLP, Houston, TX

Sara Elena Iranpour
Houston, TX
B.S., Houston Baptist University
Randolph Air Force Base, 12 ADS/SGGAE, 
Randolph AFB, TX; La Nueva Casa de Amigos 
& Mobile Eye Institute, Houston, TX

Christy Y. Jew
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
M.S., University of Houston
Bellaire Family Eye Care, Bellaire, TX; 
Eye Center of Texas, Bellaire, TX

Amber Robin Jordon
Hardin, TX
B.A., University of St. Thomas
Golden Eye Associates, Carthage, TX; 
Wilford Hall USAF Medical, Reid Optometry, 
Lackland, AFB, TX

Julie Ann Joy
Dallas, TX
B.A., University of St. Thomas
Good Neighbor Eye Clinic/Bellaire & Katy Eye 
Consultants/Texas Eye Institute, Houston, TX; 
Memorial Hermann Medical Plaza, Cizik Eye 
Clinic, Houston, TX

Mary Kathryn Kelinske
Houston, TX
B.A., University of Houston
Hellerstein & Brenner Vision Center, P.C., 
Centennial, CO; Good Neighbor Eye Clinic/
Bellaire & Katy Eye Consultants/Texas Eye 
Institute, Houston, TX

Heather Marie Kern²
Katy, TX
B.A., The University of Texas at Austin
Eyecare of Greenville, Greenville, TX; 
Albuquerque VA Medical Center, 
Eye Clinic112A, Albuquerque, NM

Heena Khowja
Sugar Land, TX
B.S., Houston Baptist University
Eye Doctor’s Offi  ce, Inc., Dallas, TX; 
Mann Eye Institute, Humble, TX

Dung Joe Khuat
Watauga, TX
B.S., The University of Texas at Arlington
Houston Eyecare Clinic, Houston, TX; 
La Nueva Casa de Amigos & Mobile Eye 
Institute, Houston, TX

Saira Firoz Kurjee²
Houston, TX
B.S., Baylor University
Sharp Eye Consultants, San Antonio, TX; Vision 
Source-Alamo Heights, PA, San Antonio, TX

Hanh-Nhung Thi La
Haltom City, TX
B.S., The University of Texas at Arlington
First Eye Care Infi nity Laser Vision, Dallas, TX; 
Sharp Eye Consultants, San Antonio, TX

TuAnh La
Dallas, TX
B.S., The University of Texas at Arlington
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX; Plaza 
Vision Center, Dallas, TX

Joy Sue Lam²
Houston, TX
B.A., The University of Texas at Austin
Naval Medical Clinic Quantico, Quantico, VA; 
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX



CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION
MAY 2010

Loan Thi Kim Lao
Amarillo, TX
B.S., West Texas A&M University
South Texas Veterans Healthcare System, 
San Antonio, TX; BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, 
Dallas, TX

Ly Houng Leav
Gun Barrel City, TX
B.S., University of Houston
Good Neighbor Eye Clinic/Bellaire & Katy 
Eye Consultants/Texas Eye Institute, Houston, 
TX; NSU Oklahoma, College of Optometry, 
Tahlequah, OK

Jessica Kresta Lemons²
Ballinger, TX
B.S., Baylor University
Sharp Eye Consultants, San Antonio, TX; 
Space Center Eye Associate, Houston, TX

Bruce Luong
Garden City, KS
B.S., University of Kansas
Indian Health Services, Albuquerque Indian 
Hospital, Albuquerque, NM; La Nueva Casa de 
Amigos & Mobile Eye Institute, Houston, TX

Mallory Nicole Lynch
Comfort, TX
B.S., The University of Texas at 

San Antonio
Schweinfurt Army Health Clinic, Schweinfurt, 
Germany; BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX

Anna Chau Mai
Dallas, TX
B.S., The University of Texas at Arlington
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX; 
Envision Eyecare, El Paso, TX

Elina Mathew
Plano, TX
B.A., University of North Texas
Golden Eye Clinic, Center, TX

Aaron Mark McGuire
Brownfi eld, TX
B.S., Texas Tech University
NSU Oklahoma, College of Optometry, 
Tahlequah, OK; La Nueva Casa de Amigos 
& Mobile Eye Institute, Houston, TX

Amasa Lyman Mecham
Green River, WY
B.A., University of Houston
Eye Foundation of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT; 
Brooke Army Medical Center, Fort Sam 
Houston, TX

Nishi Mehdiratta
Sugar Land, TX
B.A., The University of Texas at Austin
Department of the Navy, Naval Medical Center, 
San Diego, CA; McCormick Vision Center, P.A., 
Austin, TX

April Christine Menné²
Baton Rouge, LA
B.S., Louisiana State University
Eye Center of Texas, Bellaire, TX; Bellaire 
Family Eye Care, Bellaire, TX

Lauren Elizabeth Miller¹
Calgary, Alberta, Canada
B.S., University of Calgary
Karolinska Institutet, St. Erik Eye Hospital, 
Stockholm, Sweden; Naval Medical Clinic 
Quantico, Quantico, VA

Ellen Minh Nguyen
Crowley, LA
B.A., Loyola University of New Orleans
Hopping Eye Associates, Ltd. LLP, Houston, TX; 
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX

Hai Hoang Nguyen
Houston, TX
B.A., University of St. Thomas
Golden Eye Associates, Carthage, TX; 
Wilford Hall USAF Medical, Reid Optometry, 
Lackland AFB, TX

Jennifer Dinh Nguyen
Houston, TX
B.A., University of St. Thomas
Memorial Hermann Medical Plaza, Cizik Eye 
Clinic, Houston, TX; Allan J. Panzer, O.D., 
Houston, TX

Jennifer Phuong-Uyen Nguyen
Issaquah, WA
B.S., University of Washington
Naval Medical Clinic Quantico, Quantico, VA; 
Sharp Eye Consultants, San Antonio, TX

Thuy Ngoc Nguyen
New Orleans, LA
B.S., University of New Orleans
Albuquerque VA Medical Center, Eye 
Clinic112A, Albuquerque, NM; Department of 
the Navy, Naval Medical Center, San Diego, CA

Chaka Chanelle Norwood
Mound Bayou, MS
B.S., Jackson State University
M.P.H., The University of Texas Health 

Science Center
NSU Oklahoma, College of Optometry, 
Tahlequah, OK; Indian Health Hospital, 
Santa Fe, NM

James Casey Packer
Austin, TX
B.S., The University of Texas at Austin
Lakeline Vision Source, Austin, TX; Karolinska 
Institutet, St. Erik Eye Hospital, Stockholm 
Sweden

Joshua Robert Pass²
Fort Stockton, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University
Allan J. Panzer, O.D., Houston, TX; 
Eye Center of Texas, Bellaire, TX

Sang Thanh Pham
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
NSU Oklahoma, College of Optometry, 
Tahlequah, OK; Albuquerque VA Medical Center, 
Eye Clinic112A, Albuquerque, NM

Truong Thanh Phan
Nome, AK
B.S., The University of Texas at Dallas
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX; 
Plano Eye Associates-East, Plano, TX

Valerie Cecelia Raby
Atlanta, GA
B.S., Xavier University of Louisiana
Good Neighbor Eye Clinic/Bellaire & Katy Eye 
Consultants/Texas Eye Institute, Houston, TX; 
Naval Medical Clinic Quantico, Quantico, VA

Christopher Anthony Rhea
Friendswood, TX
B.B.A., Texas A&M University
Naval Medical Clinic Quantico, Quantico, VA; 
Alamo Eye Care, San Antonio, TX

Jessica Lynn Richardson²
Mt. Pleasant, TX
B.S., Texas A&M-Commerce
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX; First Eye 
Care Infi nity Laser Vision, Dallas, TX

Nicole Pekarek Robbins
Houston, TX
B.S., Houston Baptist University
Space Center Eye Associate, Houston, TX; 
Hopping Eye Associates, Ltd. LLP, Houston, TX

Hina Ilyas Robertson
Kingwood, TX
B.S., The University of Texas
Albuquerque VA Medical Center, Eye 
Clinic112A, Albuquerque, NM; NSU Oklahoma, 
College of Optometry, Tahlequah, OK



CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION
MAY 2010

Reid Andrew Robertson
Midland, TX
B.S., Brigham Young University
Albuquerque VA Medical Center, Eye 
Clinic112A, Albuquerque, NM; NSU Oklahoma, 
College of Optometry, Tahlequah, OK

Jessica Ann Saldivar-Alvarez
San Antonio, TX
B.A., Our Lady of the Lake University
Brooke Army Medical Center, Ft. Sam Houston, 
TX; Sharp Eye Consultants, San Antonio, TX

Karuna Boggavarapu Sharma
Vancouver, BC
B.S., University of Massachusetts
Good Neighbor Eye Clinic/Bellaire & Katy 
Eye Consultants/Texas Eye Institute, Houston, 
TX; La Nueva Casa de Amigos & Mobile Eye 
Institute, Houston, TX

Noha Shehata
New Orleans, LA
B.S., Loyola University of New Orleans
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX; Vision 
Source Mission Bend, LLP, Houston, TX

Kilah Shea Sime
Redmond, OR
B.S., Pacifi c University
Good Neighbor Eye Clinic/Bellaire & Katy Eye 
Consultants/Texas Eye Institute, Houston, TX; 
Mann Eye Institute, Humble, TX

Charles Damon Smith²
Austin, TX
B.S., Stephen F. Austin State University
Naval Medical Clinic Quantico, Quantico, 
VA; NSU Oklahoma, College of Optometry, 
Tahlequah, OK

Emily Kathleen Smith
Decatur, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University
Lakeline Vision Source, Austin,TX; Golden Eye 
Associates, Carthage, TX

Sheila Tehrani
Dallas, TX
B.S., The University of Texas at Arlington
Good Neighbor Eye Clinic/Bellaire & Katy 
Eye Consultants/Texas Eye Institute, Houston, 
TX; NSU Oklahoma, College of Optometry, 
Tahlequah, OK

Trang Amy Than
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
Mann Eye Institute, Humble, TX; 
Elite Vision Care, League City, TX

Jack Clayton Thomas¹
Amarillo, TX
B.S., Texas Tech University
Eye Center of Texas, Bellaire, TX; 
Plaza Vision Center, Dallas, TX

Thomas John Thomas III
Pearland, TX
B.S., California Lutheran University
La Nueva Casa de Amigos & Mobile Eye 
Institute, Houston, TX; NSU Oklahoma, 
College of Optometry, Tahlequah, OK

Hoang Emily Ngoc Tran
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
Mann Eye Institute, Humble, TX; Eye Care 
Associates of Humble, Humble, TX

Pui Van Tran
New Orleans, LA
B.A., University of Louisiana at Monroe
Randolph Air Force Base, 12ADS/SGGAE, 
Randolph, AFB, TX; 
Eye Center of Texas, Bellaire, TX

Jessica Lauren Unruh²
Victoria, TX
B.S., Trinity University
Wilford Hall USAF Medical, Reid Optometry, 
Lackland AFB, TX; Sharp Eye Consultants, 
San Antonio, TX

Zachary Andres Unruh¹
Hesston, KS
B.S., Bethel College
Sharp Eye Consultants, San Antonio, TX; 
Wilford Hall USAF Medical, Reid Optometry, 
Lackland AFB, TX

Ashley Wallace-Tucker¹
Natchitoches, LA
B.S., University of Florida
Bellaire Family Eye Care, Bellaire, TX; 
Eye Center of Texas, Bellaire, TX

Sarah Elizabeth Ward
Irving, TX
B.S., Dallas Baptist University
Golden Eye Associates, Carthage, TX; Good 
Neighbor Eye Clinic/Bellaire & Katy Eye 
Consultants/Texas Eye Institute, Houston, TX

Jacob Colt West
Winnsboro, TX
B.S., Texas State University
La Nueva Casa de Amigos & Mobile Eye 
Institute, Houston, TX; NSU Oklahoma, 
College of Optometry, Tahlequah, OK

Jeannette Aidée Wong Amieva²
Houston, TX
B.A., Our Lady of the Lake University
Karolinska Institutet, St. Erik Eye Hospital, 
Stockholm, Sweden; Bellaire Family Eye Care, 
Bellaire, TX

Jessica Zyiche Wong
Houston, TX
B.A., The University of Texas at Austin
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX; 
Berkeley Eye Center, Houston, TX

Lance Edward Wright
Seminole, TX
B.S., Texas Tech University
NSU Oklahoma, College of Optometry, 
Tahlequah, OK; Golden Eye Clinic, Center, TX

Dixie Yee
Houston, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University
La Nueva Casa de Amigos & Mobile Eye 
Institute, Houston, TX; Randolph Air Force 
Base, 12 ADS/SGGAE, Randolph AFB, TX

Lea U. Young
Kailua, HI
B.S., University of San Francisco
Eye Center of Texas, Bellaire, TX; BridgeBuilders 
Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX



2010 GOLD KEY INTERNATIONAL
Samuel Adedayo Adeseye
Sheena Louise Garner-Baber
Lori Catherine Guagenti-Engler
Erik Williams Haselhorst
Chaka Chanelle Norwood
Ashley Wallace-Tucker
Jeannette Aidée Wong Amieva 

2009 BETA SIGMA KAPPA
Honor Graduates
Samuel Adedayo Adeseye
Zhuo “Lucy” Chen
Michael Chu
Brian Edward Cox*
Jennifer Lynn Deakins*
Linda Jeanette Dølven
Sheena Louise Garner-Baber
Victoria Vo Glickman-Pham 
Lori Catherine Guagenti-Engler
John Francis Haarde
Gina Tu-Anh Huynh* 
Christy Y. Jew 
Amber Robin Jordon
Heather Marie Kern
Saira Firoz Kurjee*
Hanh-Nhung Thi La
Joy Sue Lam*
Loan Thi Kim Lao
Jessica Kresta Lemons

Amasa Lyman Mecham*
April Christine Menné*
Lauren Elizabeth Miller*
Ellen Minh Nguyen
Jennifer Phuong-Uyen Nguyen
Thuy Ngoc Nguyen
Joshua Robert Pass*
Truong Thanh Phan
Jessica Lynn Richardson
Nicole Pekarek Robbins
Jessica Ann Saldivar-Alvarez
Charles Damon Smith
Emily Kathleen Smith
Trang Amy Than
Jack Clayton Thomas*
Jessica Lauren Unruh
Zachary Andres Unruh*
Ashley Wallace-Tucker*
Jeannette Aidée Wong Amieva
Lea U. Young

*Members since 2006

HONORS
Doctoral students who complete their degree requirements will graduate with the stated academic honors if they achieve 
the following grade point averages earned in the Doctor of Optometry program at the University of Houston..

 3.75 to 4.0  Summa Cum Laude 
 3.50 to 3.74  Magna Cum Laude 

Low Vision
Ashley Wallace-Tucker

Optics
Zachary Andres Unruh

Pediatrics
Jennifer Lynn Deakins

Cornea and Contact Lens
Zachary Andres Unruh

Primary Care
Jennifer Lynn Deakins

Medical Eye Service
Lori Catherine Guagenti-Engler

Zelda Schiff man Neuro-Ophthalmology Award
Reid Andrew Robertson

CLINICAL EXCELLENCE SPECIALTY AWARDS



Invitation
Immediately following the Commencement, 

the College of Optometry will hold a reception 
in honor of its 2010 graduates at the

University of Houston
College of Optometry

All graduates and their guests are cordially invited to attend.

Alcon Laboratories Excellence Award
Jessica Kresta Lemons

College of Optometrists in Vision Development
Brian Edward Cox

Digital Corneal Refl ex Pupilometer Award
Zachary Andres Unruh

Eschenbach Low Vision Award
Emily Jean Becker

Harry Jankiewicz Scholarship
Zachary Andres Unruh

William Feinbloom Low Vision Award
Jessica Lauren Unruh

GP Lens Institute Clinical Excellence Award
Jessica Lauren Unruh

David J. Kerko Low Vision Award
April Christine Menné

Digital Corneal Refl ex Pupilometer Award
Zachary Andres Unruh

Marchon Eyewear Practice Management Award
Christopher Michael Guillen

MiraMed Tech 20/20 Digital Software
Joshua Robert Pass

Metro Optics Excellence Award
Ashley Wallace-Tucker

Sam and Harris Lee Nussenblatt Scholarship for 
Externship Programs
Ashley Wallace-Tucker

Ocular Instruments Award of Excellence
Lauren Elizabeth Miller

National Optometric Student Association Award
Chaka Chanelle Norwood

Vistakon Award of Excellence in Contact Lens Patient Care
Ashley Wallace-Tucker

William E. White Scholarship Endowment
Jeannette Aidée Wong Amieva

FOURTH-YEAR PROFESSIONAL AWARDS

The roster of graduates and candidates for graduation does not include the names of those students who chose to withhold information under the 
Federal Education Rights and Privacy Act.



COLLEGE ADMINISTRATION
Earl L. Smith III, O.D., Ph.D.

Dean

Roger L. Boltz, O.D., Ph.D.
Associate Dean for Professional Studies

Laura J. Frishman, Ph.D.
Associate Dean for Graduate Studies and Research

Nicky R. Holdeman, O.D., M.D.
Associate Dean for Clinical Education

Executive Director, University Eye Institute

Marcus G. Piccolo, O.D.
Associate Dean for Professional Advancement

Lanny Shulman, O.D., Ph.D.
Assistant Dean for Student Affairs and Admissions

Ronald Harwerth, O.D., Ph.D.
Chair, Department of Basic Sciences

William Miller, O.D., Ph.D.
Chair, Department of Clinical Sciences

COLLEGE CONVOCATION COMMITTEE
Staff 

Michele Murphy
Erin Wentworth
Susan Williams

COMMENCEMENT VOLUNTEERS
Azanett Bazan
Laura Castillo
Brenda Clark

Christina Contreras
Letesia Diaz

Delores Gibson
Alyce Gipson
Daisy Guevara

Deborah Magee
Mary Martinez

Tiff any Robinson
Sawsan Shatleh

Lupe Ybarra

The Class of 2010 fondly remembers our friend and classmate Ben Allen and dedicates this 
ceremony to his memory.

Ben Allen
1984–2008

UHCO CLASS OF 1960

The University of Houston College of Optometry’s faculty, staff , students, and alumni salute the Class of 1960 on 
the 50th Anniversary of their Commencement.

Glenn W. Cannon, OD
Eugene L. Christensen, OD*
Richard T. Delgado, OD
Jules W. Dupuy, OD

Donald T. Gerschick, OD
Adolph G. Guido, OD
Joseph H. Harf, OD
Everett T. Hornberger, OD

Walter K. Hunter, OD
Graham F. Lantz, OD
Aron S. Seibel, OD
Frank F. Sortin, OD

*Deceased



THE OPTOMETRIC OATH

WITH FULL DELIBERATION, I FREELY AND SOLEMNLY PLEDGE THAT:

•  I will practice the art and science of optometry faithfully and conscientiously, and to the fullest scope of my 
competence.

•  I will uphold and honorably promote by example and action the highest standards, ethics and ideals of my 
chosen profession and the honor of the degree, Doctor of Optometry, which has been granted me.

•  I will provide professional care for those who seek my services, with concern, with compassion and with due 
regard for their human rights and dignity.

•  I will place the treatment of those who seek my care above personal gain and strive to see that none shall 
lack for proper care.

•  I will hold as privileged and inviolable all information entrusted to me in confi dence by my patients.

•  I will advise my patients fully and honestly of all which may serve to restore, maintain or enhance their vision 
and general health.

•  I will strive continuously to broaden my knowledge and skills so that my patients may benefi t from all new 
and effi  cacious means to enhance the care of human vision.

•  I will share information cordially and unselfi shly with my fellow optometrists and other professionals for the 
benefi t of patients and the advancement of human knowledge and welfare.

•  I will do my utmost to serve my community, my country and humankind as a citizen as well as an 
optometrist.

•  I hereby commit myself to be steadfast in the performance of this my solemn oath and obligation.

DOCTORS OF OPTOMETRY ARE:

Primary health care professionals who diagnose and treat eye health and vision problems.

OPTOMETRY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON:

The four-year Post-Baccalaureate Professional Program includes:

•  3,216 hours of lectures and laboratories in optics, advanced human physiology, gross human and ocular anatomy, 
neuroanatomy, systemic and ocular pathology, general and ocular pharmacology, and vision and clinical sciences.

•  500 eye health and vision care experiences in the University Eye Institute’s family practice, cornea and contact 
lens, pediatric, low vision and medical services.

•  1,200 eye health and vision care experiences during two externships (32 weeks) at vision and health care centers. 
These centers include military hospitals, Indian Health Hospitals, community health centers, surgical centers, 
Veterans Administration Hospitals and multidisciplinary vision care centers and institutes.

LICENSING AND CREDENTIALING INCLUDE:

•  National Board Examinations
Basic Science
Clinical Science
Treatment and Management of Ocular Disease
Comprehensive Patient Care and Clinical Examinations

•  State Licensure Examination
Optometric Jurisprudence Examination



PRELUDE
 Selection performed by the Houston Lyric Brass

OPENING PROCESSION
 Triumphal March from Aida by Giuseppe Verdi

NATIONAL ANTHEM
 Shari Wilkins (’93)

WELCOME AND RECOGNITION OF DISTINGUISHED GUESTS
 Raymond T. Nimmer
  Dean

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTORY REMARKS
 Renu Khator
  UH President

GREETINGS
 Jarvis B. Hollingsworth
  Member, University of Houston System Board of Regents

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
 The Honorable Rudolph W. Giuliani
  107th Mayor of New York City

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES
 President Khator

HOODING
 John Mixon
  Law Alumni Professor
 Douglas Moll
  Beirne, Maynard & Parsons, L.L.P.
  Law Center Professor of Law

WELCOME FROM ALUMNI
 Warren W. Harris (’88)
  President, Law Alumni Association

PRESENTATION OF CLASS GIFT
 Cynthia May Mabry
  Class of 2010

CLOSING REMARKS
 Dean Nimmer

RECESSIONAL
 Rondeau by Jean-Joseph Mouret

A reception in honor of the graduates will be held at the Law Center immediately following the 
commencement. All graduates, their guests, faculty and other distinguished guests are cordially invited 
to attend.

UH LAW CENTER
SUNDAY, MAY 16, 2010 • NOON • HOFHEINZ PAVILION



CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION
MAY 2010

DOCTOR OF JURISPRUDENCE
Melissa Ayesa Alfred
Darby Coff man Allen²
Matthew Allen²
Tammam Alzarka
Bethany G. Arnold
Kei Mari Ashizawa
Thomas Joseph Asma
Arwa Awad³
Robert Dean Ayers Jr.²
John Nicholas Baker
Kristen Leigh Baker
Patrick Christian Bates
Roland H. Beck
Matthew Allen Bell
Donna Dorothy Bergen
Austin Joe Berliner
Nathan Eldon Black
Sara Laraine Bluemel
Jayson Carl Booth
Tanya Marie Broholm
Kelly Elizabeth Jeanette Brolan
Candice Cristin Brown
Janet Y. Brown
M. Turner Brown
Paul Hankins Brown
Margaret Ewing Johnson Bryant²
Ngoc-Linh Bui
Wesley T. Burns
Daniel Ryan Busch
Brittany Ann Carroll
Ellie Carroll
Christina Robin Castell
Sebastien Nicolas Chain
Amber Crossman Cheng³
Robin Lowe Clarkson²
Andrew Robert Clinton
Coleman Bryant Conkling³
Christopher Connelley³
Christi Noelle Cordill
Caren Panzer DeLuccio¹
George Dginchvelashvili
Christopher John Dobson
Andrew Thomas Doud
Kristine Ann Duff 
James Jerome Elick II
Philip Wayne Evans
Daniel Fabian
Paulo Falconi

Andrew Farris
Jeff rey S. Farroni
John A. Favor
Ada Ivana Ferrer
Michael J. Forbes¹
Crystal Marie Ford
Amanda Lanning Frase
Luke D. Fraser³
Abbie Nicole Gallimore
Renuka Natasha Ganesh
Famose T. Garner
Andrea Little Gentle²
Ethan Graham Gibson²
Mary Christine Gilbert
Luke Jonathan Gilman
Jared Levi Gilthorpe
Karina Gonzalez
Gabriel J. González
Jessica Dawn Gooch
Kristin Jane Good
Kimberly Gordy
Christina Marie Griffi  n
D. Joe Griffi  n
Kristen Jennifer Gruber
Juan Carlos Guedez
Adam Christian Gutmann
Zena Habal
William Ryan Hales
Johnathan David Hamilton
Mark James Hanna Jr.
Jennifer Hardegree²
Ryan Hargrave²
Cameron Hatzel³
Kristen Evans Hawley²
Justin Douglass Hayes
Donald Lee Henderson
Matthew Charles Henwood
Cynthia Hernandez
James Jerel Hill
Richard Anthony Hinojosa
Michael Eli Fox Hofrichter
Maureen Emma Holcombe
Kevin Christopher Hormann²
Tiff any Kristen Zelda Howell
Yiting Hu
Andrew Alton Huff ord
Samantha Jean Hummel³
Rosalind L. Hunt
D’Mark Hunter
Jaw-Tyng Hwang
Stephen Patrick Jager
Russell E. James
Dawn Michelle Jenkins²

Marco Antonio Jilpas
Brenda Ann Johnson
Reid Kenneth Jonkers
Ashley R. Jordan
Jordan Fisher Kaplan²
Ted P. Keenan
Juliana Cruz Kerker
Gretchen Louise Kersten
Jonathan Aaron Kessler³
Raymond Bryan Kidder
Bonnie Kim
Paul Jinkook Kim
Suzanne Young Kim
Ryan Joseph King
Rebekah A. Kratochvil³
Daniel C. Krukewitt
Barbara G. Kunzinger²
Daniel Eugene Lazarine
Melease N. Leger
Laura Candice Leonetti
Charles Edwin Lewis III
Michael Gardner Lipkin
Lana Ljuboja
Cynthia May Mabry³
Randall V. Macchi
Pablo Andres Markelis
Andrea M. Marks³
Allison Renee May²
Richard Thaddeus McCarty¹
Michael G. McDaniel
Lindsey A. McDonald
Michael W. McGee³
Christopher Paul McKeon
Sarah Hunter McMullin
Quinncy N. McNeal
Jeff rey Matthew McPhaul
Sachiv P. Mehta³
Blain Jacob Melancon
Carlos Franklin Melick
Benjamin Kai Miller³
Tyler L. Mitchell
Celina Ysela Moreno
Monica Mahsa Moussighi
Bojan Muranovic
Terrell Murphy
Koichiro F. Nakamura
Matthew Ryan Nesmith
Jeff  Newberry
Sylvia Ngo
Jacqueline Renee Nissen
Rahila Noorani
Sarah Elizabeth Null
Allen Denzil Odom

UH LAW CENTER

¹ Summa Cum Laude
² Magna Cum Laude
³ Cum Laude



CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION
MAY 2010

Jesse Edward Ormsby
Suzanne Elin Pantalion
Hessam Parzivand
Jamila Marie Patten
Rhonda Summers Perry
Heather Dawn Person
Elizabeth Pletan
Victor Manuel Porras
Shannon A.S. Quadros³
Miguel A. Ramos²
Andrew Wilson Reed
Thomas Reiff 
Monte R. Rhodes
James P. Rinnan
Catherine Roark³
Tesha Michele Robaszkiewicz
Sarah Spencer Robbins
Stephen Michael Robinson
Scott David Rubinsky²
Roya R. Saleh
Barrett Salmon
Matthew F. Salo²
Christianne Joy Sanchez
Dustin Aaron Sanchez
Margaret Ada Sapozhnikov
Ryan Prentice Savoie
Sameer Saxena³
Kevin John Schield³
J. Michael Schiff 
Ross Errol Schoppe²
Adam Edwards Scott
Steven Cory Sells
Sharda Bhuneshri Sharma
Nicholas N. Shum²
Robert S. Slater²
Ashley Elizabeth Smith
James Craig Smith
Kelli Dionne Esters Smith
Meghann J. Smith
Allison Clara Spangle
Melissa Lynn Spellman
Jennifer Christine Stabe
Erin Elizabeth Stanley
Joseph Daniel Stelzer
Sarah Ellis Stone³
Peter Edward Strenkowski³
Adolph Martin Suarez
Andrew N. Swalwell
Michael Forest Swartz
Kyril V. Talanov
Troy G. Taylor
David Andrew Tedford²

Amy Rebecca Tellez
William Thornton Teten²
Tiff any N. Thomas
Aselda Josefa Thompson³
Jared Michael Tong²
Giselle Suzanne Torres
Nancy Tu
John Thomas Tucker
Hillary K. Valderrama¹
Marion Leigh Vance
Claire Vaughan
Nikhita Ravindra Ved
Faisal R. Vellani
Daniel Anthony Verrett¹
Devin Dean Vinson
Kristen Elizabeth Vollmer²
Kristine A. Waddell³
Christopher Jason Walker
Jane Wallace Walker¹
Sara Richey Waller³
Whitney Mizell Hamm Walsh
Chance Dean Weldon
Joshua Jerome Wendell
Elizabeth A. Wiehle
Meagan Poth Wilder
Sarah Eloise Williams³
Anna Maria Wilson
Lance Gregory Wimmer
Million Woldesenbet
Ryan Wright
Jason ChieChun Wu
Collin James Wynne
Donghai Xu
Daniel Taylor York
Theresa Marie Young
Cira Zeis
Emily Earthman Ziemba³
Lydia Florence Zinkhan

MASTER OF LAWS
Luis Jose Acevedo
David Willis Alexander
Alia Arslan
Mario Barreiro Castellanos
Carl Anthony Blair
Oxana Burkavtsova Bowman
Tania Alves Calvāo
Andrew Eugene Costa
Alicia Sofi a Cruz-Calderon
John Darko
Magali Delhaye
Jeanie Lynann Dickey

Lawrence Frederick Dietlein Jr.
Mohamed Djenabou
Hetal Doshi
Tanya Cushman Edwards
Johnathan Charles Fish
Jennifer Lynn Foy
Dahlia Ibrahim Ganim
Keith Fredrick Giblin
Hanif Gulamhussein
Catherine Anne Harlan
Maria N. Khoury
Raja Kushalnagar
Karyna E. Lopez
Luis Jorge Lugo Vélez
Oleksandra Maltseva
Mark Samuel McAshan
Margaret R. Mitchell
Alexey Nickolaevich Morozov
Anjali H. Mukhi
Yuko Nagata
Rafi k Emil Nassif
Nancy C. Patel
Patricia Pereira Pedra
Carlton Perkins
Charles Harold Picton II
Susan Patricia Raine
Bhavani Swamy Reddy
Aaron M. Reimer
Roberto Javier Rivera
Levi Trevor Siebenlist
NuFronda Danielle Stephens
Triscilla Taylor
Jason B. Vance
Jorge Velasco Fernandez
Steven D. Williams
Makiko Yamasaki

The roster of graduates and candidates for graduation does not include the names of those students who chose to withhold information under the 
Federal Education Rights and Privacy Act.



CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION
AUGUST 2010

GRADUATES
DECEMBER 2009

DOCTOR OF JURISPRUDENCE
Sydney Abbott
Izzy G. Anderson
Wesley Todd Burns
Shourjo Dasgupta
Andrew McClanahan Goforth

Benjamin Patrick Hayes
Cyril Vance Jones
Nathan Kenneth Morgan
John Nash Patton
Clinton Portis
Ashley Michelle Robbins

Brittany Ann Sakowitz
Jonathan Andrew Sprague
Rebecca Suarez
Jenkata Subramanian Thiagarajan
Nathaniel B. Yeager

DOCTOR OF JURISPRUDENCE
Syed Ahmed
Tiff any Marchelle Alfred
Lindsay Anne Bealor
Terri Lynn Brooks³
Benjamin David Burnett
Mariana Caceres
Billi Jo Clevenger³
Anne Marie Culotta
Katherine Aileen Franco
Ashley Hallene
Arturo Jose Iniguez

Robert H. Jackson³
Andrea Hope Jaff e³
Chelsey LaNelle James
Imre Kugler
Taylor Meghan Lewis
Clarissa H. Liang²
Daryl Frederick Longworth
Latasha Shanté Mabry
Lee D. Mayfi eld
David W. Miller
Kristen Marie Miller

Jay Raman
Daniel E. Vargas
Tina T. Zahabi-Robbins

MASTER OF LAWS
Anne-Marie Abarado
Karen Denise Akin
Patricia Bunch
Lisa Lanell Causey
Jespal Singh Lotay
Cynthia S. Marietta
Steven D. Williams

UH LAW CENTER ADMINISTRATION
Raymond T. Nimmer

Dean and Leonard H. Childs Professor of Law

Richard Alderman
Associate Dean

Sondra Richardson Tennessee
Associate Dean for Student Affairs

Kathy Brannon
Associate Dean for External Affairs

Mybao Nguyen
Associate Dean for Finance and Administration

Spencer Simons
Director, O’Quinn Library

Rhonda Beassie
Assistant Dean for Career Development

Jamie West
Assistant Dean for Admissions

Alex Kopatic
Marketing & Communications Director

Jim Lawrence
Director, Blakely Advocacy Institute



UH LAW CENTER FACULTY

UH LAW CENTER ADJUNCT FACULTY 2009–2010

Richard M. Alderman
Billy Berryhill
Erma Bonadero
Raymond L. Britton
Aaron Bruhl
G. Sidney Buchanan (emeritus)
Johnny R. Buckles
Marcilynn A. Burke
Darren D. Bush
Seth J. Chandler
Anthony R. Chase
Gavin Clarkson
David Crump
James S. Covington Jr. 

(emeritus)
Brigham Daniels
Richard F. Dole Jr.
John J. Douglass
David R. Dow
Meredith J. Duncan

Eliezer Ereli (emeritus)
Barbara Evans
Adam Gershowitz
Antonio Gidi
Leslie C. Griffi  n
Jim Hawkins
Janet M. Heppard
James E. Herget (emeritus)
Tracy D. Hester (visiting 

professor)
Julie Hill
Geoff rey Hoff man
Lonny S. Hoff man
Peter T. Hoff man
Stephen K. Huber (emeritus)
Wendy Trachte-Huber 

(visiting professor)
Paul M. Janicke
Michael T. Johnson (emeritus)
Craig Joyce

Shaundra Kellam-Lewis
Sapna Kumar
Peter Linzer
Ellen Marrus
John Mixon
Douglas K. Moll
Geraldine S. Moohr
Merle Morris
John B. Neibel (emeritus)
Thomas C. Newhouse 

(emeritus)
Raymond T. Nimmer
Thomas J. Oldham
Michael A. Olivas
Laura E. Oren
Robert C. Palmer
Jordan J. Paust
Susan S. Rachlin
Robert A. Ragazzo
Irene M. Rosenberg (emeritus)

Joseph Sanders
Jon S. Schultz (emeritus)
Robert P. Schuwerk
Ron Scott
Ira B. Shepard
Spencer Simons
Bethany Smith
William P. Streng
Tobi Tabor
Sandra G. Thompson
Lisa Tilton-McCarthy
Ronald Turner
Lori Twomey
Greg R. Vetter
Jacqueline L. Weaver
William Winslade
James Wright (emeritus)
Stephen Zamora

Yocel Alonso
Jed Anderson
Brian Antweil
Tony Arnold
Paul Asofsky
Steve Baldassano
Robert Ballentine
Janet Beck
David Bender
Harless Benthul
Susan Bickley
Judge Jeff  Bohm
Theodore Borrego
Frances Bourliot
John Brewer
Judge Susan Brown
Charles Brownman
Emily Buckles
John Buckley
Amy Bures Danna
Judge Jack Cagle
William Cason
Deborah Jo Catlett
Jay M. Chadha
Walter T. Champion Jr.
Ron Chichester
Michael Clark
Jamie Cooper
Robert Corrigan
David Cotellesse
David Cunningham
Luci Davidson
Daniel W. Davis
Mickey Davis
Willie Daw

Timothy Devetski
Francis Devlin
David Disiere
Cynthia Drew
Kevin Dubose
Robert Dubose
Art Dula
Andrew Edison
Charles Eskridge
Ronnetta Fagan
Judge Wanda Fowler
Valerie K. Friedrich
Laura Gibson
Chris Gillett
John Goodgame
Mark Goranson
Julie Gray
Justice Eva Guzman
Judge Joseph Halbach
Judge George C. Hanks Jr.
Lawrence Hanson
Whitney W. Heard
Kevin Hedges
Judge Belinda Hill
Jim Hippard
Sharon Hormann
Jackie Houlette
Jennifer House
George Hrdlicka
Steve Huber
Robert Hughes
Charles Irvine
Charles Jacobus
Cassandra Jeu
Gaynelle Griffi  n Jones

Henry Kaim
John Kapacinskas
Daniel Kasprzak
Marvin Katz
John W. Kelly Jr.
Anne Kimbol
Doug Koger
Paul Krieger
Harry Lawson
Dan Leightman
Tracy Leissner
Alan Levin
Corinne Lewis
Virginia Lootens
Peter Lowy
Karen Lukin
John Lunstroth
Scott L. Maddox
Ryan Maierson
Yuliya Marcer
Jani Maselli
Darold Maxwell
Henry May Jr.
Ryan McConnell
Rick McElvaney
Richard Molina
Michael D. Morfey
Ewell “Pat” Murphy
George Murphy
John Nechman
Susanna Zwernemann Nelson
Robert D. O’Conor
David Orentlicher
Bruce Patsner
Jim Perdue Sr.

Lawrence Pinsky
David Pittman
Judge Dion Ramos
Don Riddle
Roger Rider
Christine Riefa
Ed Ripley
Randy Roach
Judge Reece Rondon
Judge Lee H. Rosenthal
Joshua Schaff er
Ronald Scott
Richard Sherry
James Skelton Jr.
Susan Strawn
Edwin Sullivan
Stephanie Sullivan
Kim Talus
Patrick Thornton
D.C. Toedt III
Don Tomlinson
Jack Townsend
John Unger
Juan Vasquez Jr.
Juan Vasquez Sr.
Diana Velardo
Judge Vanessa Velasquez
Gordon Walker
Brett Wells
Tasha Willis
James Winton
Denney Wright



UH LAW ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
2009–2010 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

UH LAW FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Warren W. Harris (’88)
President

Jim M. Perdue Jr. (’93)
Immediate Past President

Leslie Kiefer Amann (’87)
Director

Susan L. Bickley (’84)
Director

The Honorable Jeff  V. Brown (’95)
Director

Damon Chargois (’94)
Director

Sean Gorman (’88)
Director

James Grace (’92)
Director

Tom Hetherington (’98)
Director

William “Bill” Jackson (’92)
Director

Michael A. Lee (’90)
Director

Elaine McAnelly (’82)
Director

Ann Ryan Robertson (’77, LL.M. ’05)
Director

Susan Sample (LL.M. ’96)
Director

Susan Sanchez (’87)
Director

Susan Stanton (’92)
Director

Richard Wilson (’84)
Director

William D. Wood (’84)
President

John Unger (’77)
Immediate Past President

Richard H. Bachmann (’77)
Director

Ken Bailey (’72)
Director

D. Jansing Baker (’73)
Director

Denis C. Braham (’79)
Director

Jeff  C. Dodd (’79)
Director

Patrice Ferguson (’89)
Director

Tommy Fibich (’74)
Director

Dan Fontaine (’82)
Director

Warren Harris (’88)
Director

Millard Johnson (’83)
Director

Betsy Kamin (’85)
Director

Marcy Kurtz (’81)
Director

Patton Lochridge
Director

William Maynard (’73)
Director

Marvin D. Nathan (’66)
Director

Charles R. Parker (’74)
Director

Don Riddle (’66)
Director

Senator Royce B. West (’79)
Director

Alvin L. Zimmerman (’67)
Director

Howard T. Ayers (’69)
Advisory Director

Martin D. Beirne
Advisory Director

Alan R. Crain Jr.
Advisory Director

The Honorable Debra Danburg (’79)
Advisory Director

Russell Frankel
Advisory Director

Harry Gee
Advisory Director

Paula Hinton
Advisory Director

Henry J. Kaim (’77)
Advisory Director

Thomas Kirkendall
Advisory Director

R. Bruce LaBoon
Advisory Director

Charles W. Matthews (’70)
Advisory Director

James R. Moriarty (’81)
Advisory Director

Lawrence J. Pirtle (’66)
Advisory Director

Leonard B. Rosenberg (’53)
Advisory Director

Graciela Guzman Saenz (’86)
Advisory Director

Barry Silverman
Advisory Director

Stephen D. Susman
Advisory Director
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HOUSTON
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
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SERVING AND SUPPORTING THE UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON AND ITS ALUMNI SINCE 1940

May 2010

Dear University of Houston Graduate,

You made it! So let me start by extending a well-deserved congratulations to you 
and the family and friends who supported you during your time at UH. From here, 
as you pursue new professional and personal goals, remember that you follow the 
path of more than 220,000 alumni who have walked before you. In everything you 
do, in all you undoubtedly will accomplish, your pride is shared by the entire UH 
alumni family.

Now, let’s make that pride official.

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the University of Houston Alumni Association, I encourage 
you to join the Alumni Association for only $20. That’s a special discounted rate (from $50) 
reserved only for new graduates. To join, visit www.myCougarConnection.com.

But joining is only the first step. We need alumni who are active; we need alumni who take 
advantage of their many membership benefits. As a new grad, check out our short-term medical 
insurance discounts. Show up to one of our networking events and maybe score a new job or a new 
client. Stop by an alumni tailgate party before a football game. Submit a class note for publication 
in UH Alumni Quarterly. Use your membership card to purchase discounted tickets to events at the 
Moores School of Music. Just be a visible, active Cougar.

It’s also worth knowing that every member helps UH get closer to Tier One status. So, you’ll get the 
cool membership perks, but you’re also helping provide scholarships and making UH even better 
and stronger than it is now.

I’ll leave you with the parting advice of simply keeping your Cougar connection strong. Whether 
your destiny takes you around the corner or around the world, always remember that you’re a 
Cougar, and always let everyone know it. Being a member is one of the best ways to do that, and we 
promise to make you as proud of your alma mater as we already are proud of you.

With best wishes,

Judie Lilie (’95)
Chair, Board of Directors
University of Houston Alumni Association
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