
Renu Khator

President

Un i v e r s i t y o f Ho u s to n

	 May 2011

Dear Graduate:

On this the happiest and most important day of your academic career, 
you are also making history, because you are a member of the first 
graduating class to earn a diploma from the newest Tier One university 
in Texas – one of only 109 institutions thus classified nationwide. 

An added value to your degree is the recent inclusion of the University of Houston 
in The Princeton Review’s “Best 376 Colleges: 2012 Edition,” which places UH in 
the top eight percent of all 4,700 colleges and universities in America!

 As we reflect on this achievement, always remember that the University of 
Houston is a very special place. It is the place that welcomed you, helped you 
grow intellectually, and encouraged you on your journey. It is the place that, 
thanks to our incredible diversity, has provided you with the experiences to work, 
feel at home, and succeed anywhere in the world. And it is the place where your 
dreams of a top-tier college education have become a reality with the support and 
guidance of your parents, families, friends, and professors. 

As you leave here today – proud alumni of the nationally ranked University 
of Houston – you will do so in the knowledge that you are a member of the 
best prepared, best educated, and best equipped class this university has ever 
produced. You will carry with you the knowledge your professors have shared 
with you, the wisdom you have gained as you matured, and the personal 
experiences and friendships that will last you a lifetime.

	 With warmest regards and best wishes,

	 Renu Khator
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History & Tradition

The University of Houston
The University of Houston, Texas’ premier public metropolitan research and teaching institution, is home to 
more than 40 research centers and institutes and sponsors more than 300 partnerships with corporate, civic 
and governmental agencies. UH stands at the forefront of education, research and service. The largest and most 
comprehensive component of the University of Houston System, UH offers a full range of undergraduate, graduate, 
doctoral and special professional degrees. UH public service and community activities, such as cultural offerings, 
clinical services, policy studies and small-business initiatives, serve a diverse metropolitan population. Likewise, the 
resources of the Gulf Coast region complement and enrich the university’s academic programs, providing students 
with professional expertise, practical experience and career opportunities. UH has awarded more than 230,000 
degrees, and approximately 75 percent of our alumni remain in the Houston area.

The University of Houston System
The University of Houston System is the state’s only metropolitan higher education system, encompassing four 
universities, two multi-institution teaching centers and the largest university distance learning program in Texas. 
With more than 54,000 students and 3,000 faculty, it is the largest metropolitan public system of higher education 
in Texas. The UH System universities include the University of Houston, a nationally recognized doctoral degree-
granting, comprehensive research university; the University of Houston-Downtown, a four-year undergraduate 
university beginning limited expansion into graduate programs; and the University of Houston-Clear Lake and the 
University of Houston-Victoria, both upper-division and master’s-level institutions. The UH System brings the 
resources of its four universities in partnership with area community colleges to offer bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
at the UH System at Cinco Ranch and UH System at Sugar Land teaching centers.



Academic Regalia
Academic costume of today has a history of nearly eight centuries. In medieval Europe, all townspeople wore long 
flowing robes and gowns. The materials and colors used were governed by royal decree. Gradually, distinctive gowns 
were developed for the various professions, trades and guilds. Scholars wore robes and hoods to protect their shaved 
heads. Later, skull caps were worn on the head and the hood became a cape that could be pulled over the head during 
unpleasant weather. As additional universities were founded, distinctive forms of the gown and hood were adapted 
by their faculties for bachelors (apprentices of arts), masters (teachers) and doctors (teachers who had completed 
postgraduate studies). When caps and hats came into fashion in the 15th century, the hoods became ornamental, 
draped over the shoulders and down the back. The academic hat was first worn as a symbol of the master’s degree 
and existed in various forms. The mortarboard style comes to us from Oxford University. When academic costumes 
came to America in 1754, styles were quite varied. In Europe they still are; however, in our country, usage has been 
standardized by the Intercollegiate Code of Academic Costume.

History & Tradition

UH Law center

Master’s Degree
Hood: Purple
Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree
Hood: Purple

Tassel: Red

college of Optometry

Master’s Degree
Hood: Gold
Tassel: Black

Doctor of Philosophy Degree
Hood: Royal Blue

Tassel: Red

Doctor of Optometry Degree
Hood: Seafoam Green

Tassel: Red

college of Pharmacy

Bachelor’s Degree
Tassel: Olive

Master’s Degree
Hood: Olive
Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree
Hood: Olive
Tassel: Red

graduate college of social work

Master’s Degree
Hood: Citron
Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree
Hood: Citron

Tassel: Red



Ceremonial Symbols

The SeaL
Throughout history, seals have been used to authenticate official documents. The 
University of Houston’s and UH System’s seals bear the Official Seal of Arms of General 
Sam Houston, as handed down to him from noble ancestors. It includes the escutcheon 
in the center of the seal — consisting of checkered chevrons denoting nobility and three 
martlets, gentle lowland birds that symbolize peace and deliverance. A winged hourglass is 
above the shield. Surmounting this is the motto “In Tempore” (In Time). The greyhounds 
indicate speed in giving aid. The UH seal was adopted in 1938 in conjunction with the 
establishment of the present campus. The first official version was etched into the floor of 
the Roy G. Cullen Building.

University Mace
The Mace, which is carried in academic processions, is a staff symbolizing the university’s 
authority and unity. The tradition of the academic mace began in the late 14th century 
when two ancient instruments, the royal scepter and the battle mace, were combined to 
form a university president’s symbol of authority.

All hail to thee,

Our Houston University.

Our hearts fill with gladness

When we think of thee.

We’ll always adore thee

Dear old varsity.

And to thy memory cherished,

True we’ll ever be.

Words and music by Harmony Class of 1942

History & Tradition

The Alma Mater



Opening Procession

Welcome
	 Ira C. Colby, D.S.W.
		  Dean and Professor

Greetings
	 Jarvis V. Hollingsworth
		  Member, University of Houston System Board of Regents

Special Guest
	 Walter Kase
		  Holocaust Survivor & Honorary Degree Recipient

Awards
	 Ivy Crank and Luz Macias
		  GCSW Student Association Awards Presenters

Speaker
	 Frances Tarlton Farenthold, J.D.
		  Human Rights Advocate, Educator and former Legislator

fields of practice recognition
	 Paul R. Raffoul, Ph.D.
		  Associate Dean for Administration and Information Technology

Presentation of Doctoral Candidates
	 Dean Colby

conferral of Degrees
	 Regent Hollingsworth

Hooding of Ph.D. Candidates
	 Dissertation Advisers

Presentation of M.S.W. Candidates
	 Dean Colby

Conferral of degrees
	 Regent Hollingsworth

Hooding of m.s.w. Candidates
	 Louis Torres, Ph.D.
		  Assistant Professor

Closing Remarks
	 Dean Colby

Recessional

GRADUATE COLLEGE OF SOCIAL WORK
Friday, May 13, 2011 • 1:00 p.m. • cullen performance hall



Candidates for graduation
May and August 2011

Doctor of Philosophy

Loro Sherée Ahart
Energy and Anti-energy Drinks: Beliefs, Norms and Drug Use Among 
College Students
Dr. Susan P. Robbins, Chair

Larry Eugene Hill Jr. 
Green Collar Economy, Metropolitan Universities, and their Neighboring 
African American Communities
Dr. Ira Colby, Chair

Eili Kaganoff
Assessment of Cue-Induced Nicotine Craving Using Virtual Reality: 
Clinical and Laboratory Implications
Dr. Patrick Bordnick, Chair

Brett S. Needham
Integrative Multidisciplinary Treatment: An Intervention for Complex 
Mental Health Patients in a Public Sector, Teaching Hospital Setting
Dr. Susan Robbins, Chair

Corrine M. Walijarvi
Grief and/or Growth among Bereaved Adults
Dr. Maxine W. Epstein, Chair

Graduate College of Social Work

Master of Social Work
Christina Alanis
Amy Aragon
Tammy Arrington
Tracy Atkins
Kelli Black Ayers
Meghan Baker
Larissa Barnhart
Elisha Bess
Troy Binegar
Abigail Bohn
Jasie Peltier Boyd
Jessica Braziel-Carroll
LaTandra Brown
Jeffrey Burgert
Rebecca Butler
Cynthia Cedillos
Whitney Chapman
Beth Christopherson
Ashley Class
Felicia Coffman
Jennifer Connatser
Codi Court
Katherine Marie Dilger
Christen Dobbs
Haley Druian
Marianne Dublado
Claudia E. Duran
Rebecca Cole Dutcher
Stephanie Eguia
Matthew Estey
Laura Evanoff
Dany Federman
Aimee McAndrew Fernandez
Tatiana Alexis Fincham
Linda Arciniega Fulgham
Brianna Garrison
Daniel Garza Jr.
Dafna Gerber
Tabinda Ghani
Melanie Godkin

Elizabeth Perales Gonzalez
Jessica Shields Gottschalk
Sarah Goza
Michael K. Grady
Flor Guebara
Amanda Haacker
Carolyn Owens Hall
Donna Hanks
Kimberly Hargrove
Alicia B. Hicks
Blair Hix
Tehmina Hyder
Meghaan Jarrell
Angelle Johnson
Armentha Johnson
Lakeisha Jones
Emily Schwartz Kemper
Acasha Kerr
Majeda Khan
Emily Koehn
Debra Konopik
Renatta F. Kost
Greta Langley
Jennifer Lea
Sherry LeBlanc
Mary R. Lively
Anna Lopez
Angela Marks
Jenie Mathew
Roxana Mayer
Sophie McCollum
Barbara McCoy
Myra Mesa
Jane Ellen Miller
Jamie Milward
Ashley Montondon
Mary Muhammad
Claudia Iris Clark Mullin
Tuan Nguyen
Erin Kate McKinney Orona
Holly Case Oxhandler

Danielle Price
Dana Priesmeyer
Erick Rainosek
Keisha Ralliford
Arthur Daniel Ramirez
Diana Reyes
Frances Rosebush
Nicole Rochelle Royal
Jorge Ruiz
Leslie Saccomanno
April Salinas
Katherine Saunders
Karla Kay Sehnert
Helen Shaghoury
Taylor Shaw
Alison Smith
Mikeicia Dawnay Smith
Allison Stasney
Elizabeth Steen
L. Shea Stoffregen
Shirley Ann Swab
David Swendsen
Sarah Phuong Ta
Linda Mays Talbot
Terika Latrice Taylor
Diane Thixton
Michelle Thompson
Ana Torres Thornton
La Keisha M. Thurman
Ha Tran
Nicole Trevino
April Vasquez
Kylie Watzka
Sara White
Rochelle Laura Williams
Michael Williamson
Ophelia Wong
Ruth Idalia Wright
Terry Wyche
Annika Ziegler
Morgan Zeringue



graduatES
DECEMBER 2010

Master of Social Work
Renee Austin
Pearl Baiden
Gargi Bhowmick
Lori-Lynn Dalley
Cassandra Davis
Joyce Davoy
Michael Ekoh
Nicole Elders
David Flores
Mary Flowers
Rhonda Harvey

Venecia Johnson
Carmichael Khan
Nora Law
Lai Lee Scarlet Lee
Harry Low
Sharon Mitchell
Jessica Moreno
Christine Nelson
Mary Ann Nguyen
Brande Nolen
Emmanuel Ojeniyi
Nancy Perkins

Kimberly Robison
Alandria Sharp
Erin Sivil
Nicole Smith
Synell Smith
Katie Tate
Jeremy Tatum
Carly Wagenheim
Jennifer Walden
Sarah Elizabeth Wenk

GCSW Milestones

Graduate School of Social Work is established by  
the Texas Legislature

GSSW is accredited by the Council on 
Social Work Education

50 students admitted; total enrollment reaches 106

Enrollment exceeds 500 and nearly 450 degrees 
have been awarded

First curriculum specialization is offered  
in Health Care; 40 students enroll

Office of Community Projects is established at the GSSW

GSSW’s AH program sponsors the first Underwood Lecture

Inaugural GSSW Scholarship Gala

GSSW inaugurates the first Gerson David Lecture; 
Perspectives on Social Work, first GSSW Doctoral Student 

 Journal published

Launching of Legislative Internship Program; First Doctoral 
Student Symposium; 3,000 M.S.W. degrees have been awarded

GCSW turns 40

First class of 26 students is admitted

GSSW Alumni Association is established

Part-time social work admissions becomes a reality;  
500 applications are received

March 23 dedication of the 63,000- square-foot Social  
Work Building

First Social Work Future’s Conference is held

Revised curriculum includes: Health Care, Mental Health, 
Gerontology, Children and Families and Political Social Work

American Humanics (AH) joins GSSW with focus on  
nonprofit management 

GSSW inaugurates the first Jenkins Lecture; GSSW’s first 
formal international exchange agreement signed

UH celebrates its 75th Anniversary;  
GSSW confers 150 M.S.W. and 4 Ph.D. degrees

Jody Williams, 1997 Nobel Laureate for Peace, joins GSSW 
faculty; GSSW’s first endowed professorship established, 
The Kantambu Latting College Professorship

GSSW becomes the Graduate College of Social Work

1967

1970

1973

1978

1985

1992

1996

2001

2003

2005

2006

1968

1972

1974

1980

1986

1992

1993

2000

2002

2004

2008

The roster of graduates and candidates for graduation does not include the names of those students who chose to withhold information under the  
Federal Education Rights and Privacy Act.



Graduate College of Social Work Awards

BARBARA JORDAN UNITY AWARD
This award is in the name of the first Black woman elected to the Texas Senate and the first W. S. Representative 
for Houston’s 18th District, known for her tenacity and perseverance. The recipient of this award is a part-time or 
Advanced Standing student who has demonstrated discipline, determination, and a high standard of excellence.

THE JANE ADDAMS AWARD
This award is named for one of the social work profession’s founders and examples of conviction put into practice. This 
award is given to the student who best demonstrates service to the GCSW, professionalism, scholastic achievement, 
leadership and the ability to establish and maintain faculty-student support and rapport.

MAHATMA GANDHI PEACE AWARD
Gandhi provides the inspiration for the GCSW’s un-official motto, “We must become the change we want to see.” This 
award is given to the student who most exemplifies the power of this principle. This student is innovative in leadership 
style, thought and character and is known as someone who embodies the change they work to achieve. 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SOCIAL JUSTICE AWARD
This award is named for one of society’s greatest contemporary examples of advocacy, empowerment and the 
championing of social justice and is given to the student who embodies these same principles. As a leader, this award 
recipient has shown the power to cooperatively determine goals and unite others behind their causes. 

MARY RICHMOND AWARD
This award is given in honor of one of the social work profession’s community practice pioneers. The student who 
receives this award has performed exceptional community service beyond employment or field practicum. Additionally, 
the recipient of this award represents the epitome of social work values and ethics and supports a traditional casework 
philosophy.

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION AND CHANGE FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE FACULTY AWARD
This faculty has demonstrated dedication to building a movement of vulnerable population by working with the people 
to effect change. Through education, this faculty has engaged students and inspired commitment and action to attain 
social justice. 

OUTSTANDING FACULTY AWARD
This award was initiated by the Student Association to honor and recognize a member of the GCSW faculty who 
demonstrates exceptional class performance, supportive student interaction, professional role modeling and advocacy 
on behalf of students. The faculty member chosen for this award will have the honor of placing Master’s degree hoods 
on candidates for graduation at today’s ceremony. 

OUTSTANDING STAFF AWARD 
This award is given to honor a staff member who has provided outstanding friendship and support to students 
throughout the academic year. Although this person may not have instructional interaction with students, he/she is 
chosen based on their commitment to the GCSW and the promulgation of social work education, values and ethics.



W. Andrew Achenbaum, Ph.D.
Professor 

Dale Alexander, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Steven R. Applewhite, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Jennifer Battle, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Patrick Bordnick, Ph.D.
Professor

C. Brene Brown, Ph.D.
Visiting Assistant Professor of Social Work

Brian Carter, Ph.D.
Research Professor

Ada Cheung, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Monit Cheung, Ph.D.
Professor

Kathy Clark, M.S.W.
Lecturer 

Ira Colby, D.S.W.
Professor 

Dernay Coley, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Annemarie Conlon, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Travis J. Courville, M.S.W
Lecturer

Tawanna Cummings, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Will Dickey, M.S.W, JD
Lecturer

Maxine Weinman Epstein, Dr. PH
Professor

Robert Fleming, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Karen Holmes, Ph.D.
Professor Emerita

Sharona Jacobs, M.S.W.
Associate Director of Field Practicum

Nadia Kalinchuk, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Dennis Kao, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Charles Kaplan, Ph.D.
Professor 

Gayle Klaybor, Ph.D.
Lecturer

Alicia LaChapelle, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Jean K. Latting, Dr. PH 
Professor Emerita

Rev. William Lawson
Distinguished Community
Scholar in Residence

Roberta Leal, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Jan Leger, M.S.W. 
Lecturer

Lynn Lenert, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Patrick Leung, Ph.D.
Professor

Mary R. Lewis, Ph.D.
Professor Emerita 

Sandra A. Lopez, M.S.W.
Clinical Associate Professor

Marki McMillan, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Brett Needham, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Jamie Parker, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Danielle Parrish, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Rhonda Patrick, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Suzanne Pritzker, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Paul Raffoul, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus

Cynthia Reibenstein, M.S.W
Lecturer

Susan P. Robbins, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Virginia Cooke Robbins, M.S.W. - AP
Clinical Professor

Alexis Rose, M.S.W.
Lecturer

McClain Sampson, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Kay Schiller, M.S.W.
Lecturer

William B. Schnapp, Ph.D.
Lecturer

Cache Steinberg, Ph.D.
Lecturer

Ellen S. Steven-Roseman, D.S.W.
Associate Professor

Michael Taylor, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Patricia Taylor, Ph.D.
Lecturer

Luis Torres, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Avelardo Valdez, Ph.D.
Professor

Jody Williams, Ph.D.
Distinguished Professor of Social Work
Nobel Laureate for Peace, 1997

Sheara Williams, Ph.D.
Associate Professor 

Brunessia Wilson, M.S.W.
Lecturer

Graduate College of Social Work Faculty



Y O U  A R E  T H E  P R I D E

Graduate College of Social Work
Alumni Association

May 13, 2011

Dear 2011 GCSW Graduate,

Today is a remarkable milestone in your life. What an outstanding accomplishment to be crossing the stage with your 
Master of Social Work degree from the University of Houston Graduate College of Social Work! It is my sincere hope 
that your time in graduate school rewarded you with many learning and growing experiences, some perhaps life-
changing. Today is remarkable, not only because it symbolizes all your hard work and dedication, but because it is the 
beginning of the next chapter in your life, where you now get to facilitate life-changing moments. Congratulations!

As President of the UH Graduate College of Social Work Alumni Association, it is an honor to welcome you to 
the social work community as an alumnus of the Graduate College of Social Work. You are joining the ranks of a 
prestigious group of individuals. I look forward to hearing about your contributions to our university, our college, 
and our community, just as all alumni that have gone before you. 

Today, you received a UH lapel pin during the “Michael Roberts Pinning Ceremony.” Michael was a UH GCSW 
Class of 2002 alumni, who served on the GCSW Alumni Board for many years and particularly enjoyed personally 
congratulating each new graduate. We hope you wear your pins with Cougar Pride! 

On behalf of the GCSW Alumni Association Board of Directors, I’d like to personally invite you to join the alumni 
organization. Becoming a member of the GCSW Alumni Association is the best way to stay in touch with the 
University of Houston, the Graduate College of Social Work, incoming and current students, and fellow alumni. 
The Graduate College of Social Work Alumni Association (GCSW-AA) was created to strengthen the relationship 
between alumni and the GCSW and to advance the interest and promote the welfare of the GCSW, its graduates, 
and the clients they serve. 

Your membership dues support our efforts providing programs for networking, continuing education (remember, 
you need 30 hours every 2 years!), student outreach through financial support to the GCSW Student Association, 
and the Charlotte Campbell Scholarship. Joining the GCSW-AA gives you the opportunity to engage in professional 
development, mentor social work students, and support both our university and our college. The GCSW-AA is a 
constituent group of the University of Houston Alumni Association (UHAA); so, when you pay your membership 
dues to UHAA, you are automatically accorded membership in the GCSW-AA. 

Please visit www.houstonalumni.com to join today! As a new graduate, your first year of membership is only $10.00. 
Believe me, the benefits you will reap from joining the Graduate College of Social Work Alumni Association 
are worth every penny. You can learn more about additional benefits, like library access and an alumni parking pass, 
on-line when you submit your application. The Board of Directors looks forward to having you as a member of our 
outstanding organization. Your active involvement is encouraged!

Again, I say, welcome to our newest alumni members! Please feel free to contact me for additional information, any 
interest you have in serving on a committee or the Board of Directors, and suggestions for alumni events/activities 
at allison.harter@gmail.com or 713.725.2609. 

Best wishes,

Allison Harter, LMSW 
Class of 2009 
President, GCSW-AA



Opening Procession
	 Commencement Marshall Barbara Lewis
		  Assistant Dean for Student and Professional Affairs
	 Commencement Marshall Louis Williams
		  Associate Professor
	 Golden Cougars Class of 1961
		  Mr. Bruce Biundo
		  Ms. Wellesley Chu Lee
		  Mr. Harold Pieratt
	 Graduates
	 Platform Party

Welcome 
	 F. Lamar Pritchard
		  Dean

Greetings
	 Andrew Cobos
		  Member, University of Houston Board of Regents

Address to Students
	 Dennis Golden, O.D.
		  Member, Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board

Presentation of Ph.D. Graduates 
	 Dean Pritchard

Conferring of Ph.D. Degrees
	 Regent Cobos

Presentation of M.S. Graduates 
	 Dean Pritchard

Conferring of M.S. Degrees
	 Regent Cobos

Recognition of Honor Pharm.D. Graduates
	 Shara Zatopek
		  Associate Dean for Operations

Presentation of Pharm.D. Graduates
	 Dean Pritchard

Conferring of Pharm.D. Degrees
	 Regent Cobos

College of Pharmacy
Friday, May 13, 2011 • 9:00 a.m. • cullen performance hall



Recognition of Honor BSPS Graduates
	 Louis Williams

Presentation of BSPS Graduates
	 Dean Pritchard

Conferring of BSPS Degrees
	 Regent Cobos

Recognition of Golden Cougars Class of 1961
	 Dean Pritchard

Oath of A Pharmacist
	 Andrea Smesny
		  Associate Dean for Academic Affairs

Oath of a Pharmacist

I promise to devote myself to a lifetime of service to others through the profession of pharmacy. In fulfilling this vow:

I will consider the welfare of humanity and relief of suffering my primary concerns.

I will apply my knowledge, experience, and skills to the best of my ability to assure optimal 
outcomes for my patients.

I will respect and protect all personal and health information entrusted to me.

I will accept the lifelong obligation to improve my professional knowledge and competence.

I will hold myself and my colleagues to the highest principles of our profession’s moral, ethical 
and legal conduct.

I will embrace and advocate changes that improve patient care.

I will utilize my knowledge, skills, experiences and values to prepare the next generation of 
pharmacists.

I take these vows voluntarily with the full realization of the responsibility with which I am entrusted  
by the public.



Candidates for graduation
May 2011 

Doctor of Philosophy in 
Pharmaceutics
Fady Makram Louiz Ibrahim
Formulation of Lazaroid U-74389G for Organ 
Targeting and Potential Chemotherapy
Adviser: Dr. Diana Chow

Master of Science in Pharmacy 
Administration
Brian Fase
Impact of a Lean Rapid Process Improvement 
Project in a High Volume Outpatient Pharmacy
Advisers: Drs. Kevin Garey  

& Rajendar Aparasu

Linda Ann Haines
Outcomes Associated with a Pilot Involving 
Aspects of a Patient-Centered Comprehensive 
Pharmacy Practice Model
Advisers: Drs. Kevin Garey  

& Rajendar Aparasu

Becky Jane Natali
The Impact of a Real-Time, Dynamic, 
Pharmacotherapy Alerting System to Provide 
Feedback During Order Verification in an Acute 
Care Setting
Advisers: Drs. Kevin Garey  

& Rajendar Aparasu

Wan-Yu Tseng
The Rates of Discontinuation, Switching, 
Persistence, and Hospitalization of Fluoxetine, 
Sertraline, and Citalopram among Children  
and Adolescents with Major Depressive  
Disorder in Texas
Adviser: Dr. Hua Chen

Phillip Jon Zweifel
The Role of Procalcitonin to Alter Antimicrobial 
Therapy; A Meta Analysis
Advisers: Drs. Kevin Garey  

& Rajendar Aparasu

Doctor of Pharmacy 
Sibyl Philip Abraham
Jigar Nikhil Amin ³
Bernadette De Leon Asias ²
Remya Susan Babu ²
Mar Elvin D. Barao
Kristi Marie Barger ³
Tiffany Lynn Barrios
Kristin Ashley Beard ³
Jana Lynn Bittlebrun
Brandon Wayne Blake
John David Adam Blee
Aaron F. Bohn ³
Christopher Aaron Bransford ³
Mary B. Brinkman
Brian Michael Butler
Mary-Helen Pomikiolani Chaplin ¹
William Chau
Ramesh Chandra Cheruvu
Eileen Jina Chon
Nancy Chung
Stephanie Nicole Cozine
Brian Cuong Dinh
Adedamola A. Doyinlipede
Elizabeth Jean Engel ³
Christopher Stephen Feller
Julia Helen Fraser
Amaris Fuentes ¹
Esteban R. Gallardo
Amanda B. Garcia
Jeremy James Garcia ³
Jose Luis Garza Jr.
Mallory Elaine Gessner ³
Ashley Roberson Gilroy
Susan Tesia Graham ²
Meredith Lynn Grant ³
Barbara I. Grutkowski
Stephanie J. Gryzmala ²
Kimberly Ann Haeberlen
Kimberly Tran Hoang
Jason Wayne Holub ³
Jessica Leigh Hoyt
Athena Jean Huang
Fang Cheng Hung ³
Tina Hwang
Stephanie Leigh Ingle
Leah Skylar Isbell
Hillary Claire Janes ³
Jeffrey B. Joe
Sneha John
Lea H. Joo
Tessa Joy ³
Christine Kiyoung Kim

Taegyeong Kim
Amber Renee King ²
Lori Jean Krustchinsky ¹
Julie Lam ³
Wai-Ying Maria Lam ³
Juan Fabian Lozano
Omar Lozano
Anthony Cass Luparello ³
Jon Ivan Lutes
Sarika P. Mahale ³
Zaveria Memon ³
Cody Wayne Meuth ³
Brandy Midura
Frank Anthony Mistretta ³
Asha Mistry ²
Mozhgon Moaddab ¹
Allison Nicole Mosley ³
Amy Catherine Moss
Kevin Nguyen ³
Khiem Buu Nguyen
Linda Nguyen
Natasha Phuong-Thao Nguyen
Shane Ann Ninan
Reyan-Psalm Aromin Opina ³
Daniel Ortiz ³
Gira Patel
Khushbu Anil Patel ²
Prachi Hitendra Patel
Kenneth Lee Paulsen
Rachel Elizabeth Peters
Ngoc LeHuy Phan ²
Eugene Louis Ploch ³
Timothy Potts
Lindsay Rae Prekosovich
Irina Anatolyevna Rakalina ³
Ting Ren ³
Carol Ann Rogers
Britney Lyn Ross ¹
Christopher Arnold Saenz
Henry Shiu
Dana Brooke Smith
Sarah Simpson Sokol ³
Daron Rachon Stredic
Bryan Edward Strickland ³
Young-Eun Sung
Josh James Thachet
Lesa Evans Thornton
Donnie F. Todd Jr.
Tu Thanh Tran
Setchia Fatoumata Traore ³
Mabel Holly Truong
Jon Devon Ubelhor ³
Edward Taewoon Um

College of Pharmacy

¹ Summa Cum Laude
² Magna Cum Laude
³ Cum Laude



Candidates for graduation
May 2011

Elena Corina Vivian
Dominic Thong Vu
Amanda Paula Walker ³
Grace Wang ³
Jarod Geoffrey Watson ²
Chase Miles Waxler ³
Jennifer K. Welch ²
Laura Kay Wheeler ²
James Wiernas ³
W. Scott Wilkie ³
Sarah Elizabeth Wisecup
Christine Wong
Teresa Yu-Wun Yang
Saad M. Yousufuddin ³

Bachelor of Science in 
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Venice Krystel Anana
Brian Atenco
Vi Thuy Bui
Jessica Cerda
Fomanyi Fonge Fossoh
Sylvia Zulema Gonzalez
Reid Michael Grobe
Basant Gyawali
Stephen Clyde Hickerson ² 
Michelle Renee Hogan
Nga Tran Hoang Le
Leang Kim Leng

Amber Theresa Levine
Seth Bolan Lomax
Phuong Thanh Ly
Arnold Makori Mochabo
Mai Chi Nguyen ³
Uwaila Osarumen Osemwota
Sun Jung Seo ¹
Amanda Sirisaengtaksin
Khoi M. Thai
Nancy Tran
Anthony Tuankhoa Vu ²
Rachavadee Yakong
Rezwana B. Zahir

graduates
December 2010

Doctor of Philosophy in 
Pharmaceutics
Rania Haddadin
Fluoroquinolone Resistance in Escherichia coli:  
Interplay of Mechanisms, Dose Selection and 
Targets for Suppression
Adviser: Dr. Diana Chow

Doctor of Philosophy in 
Pharmacology
Renu Singh
Fluoroquinolone Resistance in Escherichia coli: 
Interplay of Mechanisms, Dose Selection and 
Targets for Suppression
Adviser: Dr. Vincent Tam

Abdul Bari Huhammed
Effect of Exercise and Caloric Restriction  
on Renal Dopamine D1 Receptor Function  
in Obesity
Adviser: Dr. Mustafa Lokhandwala

Doctor of Pharmacy
Jason Tam

Bachelor of Science in 
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Amanda Kate McLaughlin
Brooke Amelia Smith

graduates
august 2010

Doctor of Philisophy in 
Pharmacology

Gaurav Deepak Patki
Neuronal and Mitochondrial Protection in 
Chronic Parkinsonism
Adviser: Dr. Vincent Lau

Master of Science in Pharmacy 
Administration
Sandipan Bhattacharjee
Comparative Safety of Stimulants and 
Atomoxetine in Children with Attention-Deficit/
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)
Adviser: Dr. Rajender Aparasu

Satabdi Chatterjee
Comparative Safety Outcomes of Atypical 
Antipsychotics in Older Adults: A Retrospective 
Claims Data Analysis
Adviser: Dr. Rajender Aparasu



Graduates
August 2010

Theresa T. Doan
Evaluating Health Technology Intervention–
Bedside Barcode Administration Process in an 
ICU Setting
Adviser: Dr. Sujit Sansgiry

Ravi Kumar Goyal
New Fda Organ-Specific Warning Requirements 
for Over-The-Counter Acetaminophen Product 
Label: Impact on Consumer Risk Perception
Adviser: Dr. Sujit Sansgiry

Swapna Uday Karkare 
Antidepressant Persistence and Associated 
Healthcare Expenditures in Children With 
Depression.
Adviser: Dr. Rajender Aparasu

Angelica Aquipel Klinski
Attitudes of Physicians Towards the Role of 
Pharmacists in the Patient-Centered Medical 
Home 
Adviser: Dr. Sujit Sansgiry

Dilip Umeshkumar Makhija
Preparedness Regarding the Issue of Escalating 
Pharmaceutical Demand Due to Aging 
Babyboomers
Adviser: Dr. Sujit Sansgiry

Hemalkumar Bhupendrabhai Mehta
Racial Disparity in Anti-Obesity Medication Use
Adviser: Dr. Michael Johnson

Swetha Rao Palli
Psychotropic Polypharmacy in Children 
And Adolescents with Attention Deficit/
Hyperactivity Disorder
Adviser: Dr. Rajender Aparasu

Rohan Chandrakant Parikh
Quality of Care in Hypertensive-Diabetic 
Patients.
Adviser: Dr. Michael Johnson

Ankur R. Patel
Cardiovascular and Neurological Adverse Event 
of Selective Serotonin Reuptake Inhibitor and 
Atypical Antipsychotic Combination in Medicaid 
Children and Adolescence
Adviser: Dr. Hua Chen

Harshali Ketankumar Patel
Consumer’s Awareness, Attitude and Intention to 
Fill a Prescription Using Generic Drug Discount 
Programs
Adviser: Dr. Sujit Sansgiry

Jeetvan Gautam Patel
Age Specific Prevalence, Determinants and Costs 
of Comorbidities in Obese Adults
Advisor: Dr. Michael Johnson

Darshan Navnitrai Sangani
Effective Format and Sequence of Over-The-
Counter Drug Facts Label Information on 
Consumer Comprehension
Adviser: Dr. Sujit Sansgiry

Jeong Eun Seo
Drug Utilization and Adverse Drug Reaction of 
Polypharmacy Among Children and Adolescents 
with Bipolar/Disruptive Behavior Disorders
Adviser: Dr. Hua Chen

Mo Yang
Correlates of Tobacco Use among Chinese Adults
Adviser: Dr. James Essien

Doctor of Pharmacy 
Rolise R. Wright

Bachelor of Science in 
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Phuong Minh Hong Le

The roster of graduates and candidates for graduation does not include the names of those students who chose to withhold information under the  
Federal Education Rights and Privacy Act.

College Administration
F. Lamar Pritchard

Dean

Mustafa F. Lokhandwala
Executive Vice Dean for Research

Shara Zatopek 
Associate Dean for Operations

Andrea Smesny 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs

Nancy Ordonez
Assistant Dean for Experiential Programs

Barbara Lewis
Assistant Dean for Student and Professional Affairs

Shaki Commissariat
College Business Administrator

Department Chairs
Kevin Garey

Clinical Sciences and Administration

Doug Eikenburg
Pharmacological and Pharmaceutical Sciences

Commencement Marshalls
Barbara Lewis

Louis Williams

Commencement Coordinators 
Barbara Lewis

Elizabeth Hassell



Rho Chi Graduating Members
Jigar Nikhil Amin

Bernadette DeLeon Asias
Remya Susan Babu

Sandipan Bhattacharjee
Mary-Helen Pomikiolani Chaplin

Satabdi Chatterjee
Annirudha Chillar 

Amaris Fuentes
Susan Tessa Graham

Stephanie J. Gryzmala
Fang Cheng Hung

Tessa Joy
Swapna Karkare
Angelica Klinski

Lori Jean Krustchinsky
Hoan Lam

Hemalkumar Mehta
Asha Mistry

Mozhgon Moaddab
Swetha Rao Palli

Harshali Patel
Jeetvan Patel

Khushbu Anil Patel
Ngoc LeHuy Phan
Britney Lyn Ross
Darshan Sangani

Sarah Simpson Sokol
Daron Rachon Stredic

Bryan Edward Strickland
Grace Wang

Jarod Geoffrey Watson
Jennifer K. Welch

Laura Kay Wheeler
Jon Zweifel

Phi Lambda Sigma 
Graduating Members
Bernadette DeLeon Asias

Kristin Ashley Beard
Mary B. Brinkman

Nancy Chung
Brian Cuong Dinh

Amaris Fuentes
Jose Luiz Garza Jr.

Mallory Elaine Gessner
Taegyeong Kim

Wai-Ying Maria Lam
Amy Catherine Moss

Daniel Ortiz
Khushbu Anil Patel

Lindsey Rae Prekosovich 
Jason Tam

Dominic Thong Vu
Jarod Geoffrey Watson

Chase Miles Waxler
W. Scott Wilkie

Teresa Yu-WunYang

Undergraduate students who complete their degree requirements will graduate with the stated academic honors if they 
achieve the following grade point averages earned in the last fifty-four (54) hours of letter grade courses completed at the 
University of Houston. Grades of S, U, I and W are not assigned grade point values and are not used in the computation 
of the grade point average. Further, the honors calculation will include all hours completed in the semester in which the 
first of those final fifty-four (54) hours was completed.
Students in the Doctor of Pharmacy degree program will qualify for Graduation with Honors if upon completion of the 
academic program they have the following cumulative grade point average in courses taken in the professional pharmacy 
program at the University of Houston.
	 3.90 to 4.0	 Summa Cum Laude (with highest honors)
	 3.70 to 3.89	 Magna Cum Laude (with high honors)
	 3.50 to 3.69	� Cum Laude (with honors)

Honors



Prelude
	 Classical Arrangement

Opening Procession
		  Pomp and Circumstance by Sir Edward Elgar
	M ace Bearer
		  David Perrigin, O.D.
			   Associate Professor
	M ace Bearer
		  Judith Perrigin, O.D.
			   Professor of Optometry
	 Banner Bearer
		  Kevin Gee, O.D.
			   Clinical Assistant Professor

Invocation
	 Danica J. Marrelli, O.D.
		  Clinical Professor

Welcome
	 Earl L. Smith III, O.D., Ph.D.
		  Dean and Greeman-Petty Professor

Greetings
	 Welcome W. Wilson, Sr.
		  Member, University of Houston System Board of Regents

Recognition of Graduates

	Su mma Cum Laude
	M agna Cum Laude
		  Roger L. Boltz, O.D., Ph.D.
			   Associate Dean for Professional Studies and Associate Professor
	 Beta Sigma Kappa
	 BSK Silver Medal Award
		  Lanny Shulman, O.D., Ph.D.
			   Assistant Dean for Student Affairs and Admissions and Clinical Associate Professor
	R obert William Zipper Leadership Award
		  Assistant Dean Shulman
	G old Key International Memberships
		  Ralph J. Herring, O.D., M.H.A.
			   Clinical Associate Professor
	Cl inical Excellence Awards
		  Nicky R. Holdeman, O.D., M.D.
			   Associate Dean for Clinical Education and Professor of Optometry

College of Optometry
Saturday, May 14, 2011 • 1:00 p.m. • cullen performance hall



Special Recognitions
		  Dean Smith
	D istinguished Alumnus for 2011
		  David R. Heitmeier, O.D.
			   Class of 1987
	C ora and J. Davis Armistead Faculty Teaching Award

Student Address
	 William White

Introduction of Speaker
	 Dean Smith

Commencement Address
	 The Honorable J. Davis Armistead, O.D.

Presentation and Hooding of Candidates
	 Dean Smith

Presentation of Candidates for Doctor of Philosophy in Physiological Optics Degree
	 Laura J. Frishman, Ph.D.
		  Associate Dean for Graduate Studies and Research and John and Rebecca Moores Professor

Presentation of Candidates for Doctor of Optometry Degree
	 Gregory L. Stephens, O.D., Ph.D.
		  Chair of the Faculty and Associate Professor

Announcement of Candidates for Doctor of Optometry Degree
	 Associate Dean Boltz

Hooding of Candidates
	 James Walters, Ph.D., O.D.
		  Associate Professor
	 Suzanne Wickum, O.D.
		  Clinical Associate Professor
	F aculty Assisting in Hooding
		  Associate Professor Stephens
		  Anastas F. Pass, O.D., M.S., J.D.
			   Associate Professor
		  Nimesh Patel, O.D.
			   Teaching Fellow

Presentation of Diplomas
	 Dean Smith

Conferral of Degrees
	 Regent Wilson

Administration of The Optometric Oath
	 Associate Dean Holdeman

Closing Remarks
	 Dean Smith

Benediction
	 Associate Professor Walters

Recessional
	 War March of the Priests by Felix Mendelssohn



Candidates for graduation
May 2011

Doctor of Philosophy in 
Physiological Optics
Debjani Gagen
Houston, TX 
B.A., University of Dallas
Dissertation: Cellular and Molecular 
Mechanisms of Corneal Inflammation and 
Wound Healing

Xunda Luo
Shanghai; China, P.R.
Master of Medicine, Shanghai Second 

Medical University, Shanghai, China, P.R.
Bachelor of Medicine, Shanghai Second 

Medical University, China, P.R.
Dissertation: Contributions of Retinal Ganglion 
Cells and Other Neurons with Functional 
Voltage-Gated Sodium Channels to the Primate 
Electroretinogram

Joe Phillips
Lilburn, GA
B.S., University of Georgia
Dissertation: The Neurogenic Capacity of 
Müller Glia and Synaptic Remodeling in 
the Mammalian Retina: Implications for 
Regenerative Therapies

Rachel Redfern Rump
Houston, TX
B.A., Texas A&M University 
O.D., University of Houston College of 

Optometry
Dissertation: Toll-Like Receptor Expression and 
Function at the Ocular Surface

Deepika Sridhar
Chennai, India
B.S., Birla Institute of Technology & 

Science; M. Phil, Birla Institute of 
Technology & Science

Dissertation: Between-Eye Differences in the 
Contributions of Eye-Position and Retinal 
Information Perceived Visual Direction

Johanna Tukler-Henriksson
Ystad, Sweden
BSc Opt, Karolinska Institute 
Dissertation: Validating the Mouse Model 
for Ocular Surface Research and Assessing 
Morphological Changes in the Dry Eye Palpebral 
Conjunctiva

Doctor of Optometry
Carol Ann Aune
Raleigh, NC
B.S., University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill
Sharp Eye Consultants, San Antonio, TX;
Lakeline Vision Source, Austin, TX

Taylor Kate Ballard
Sugar Land, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University
Bellaire Family Eye Care, Bellaire, TX;
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX

Heidi A. Barin
Chicago, IL
B.S., University of Houston
NSU Oklahoma, College of Optometry, 
Tahlequah, OK; La Nueva Casa de Amigos/
Mobile Eye Institute, Houston, TX

Clay Barnett
Burnet, TX
B.S., The University of Texas at Austin
Lakeline Vision Source, Austin, TX; First Eye 
Care Infinity Laser Vision, Dallas, TX

Christopher Robberts Brownlee
Cypress, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University
Crockett Eye Clinic, Crockett, TX; Good 
Neighbor Eye Clinic/ Bellaire & Katy Eye 
Consultants/Texas Eye Institute, Houston, TX

Brittany Nicole Bruton
Andrews, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University
Brooke Army Medical Center, Fort Sam Houston, 
TX; NSU Oklahoma, College of Optometry, 
Tahlequah, OK

Shelly Byun
Moreno Valley, CA
B.S., University of California, San Diego
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX;
Naval Medical Center, Optometry Department, 
San Diego, CA

Anita Bianca Carleo
Dallas, TX
B.A., Austin College
Plano Eye Associates-East, Plano, TX;
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX

Carla Hanson Carter
Cotton Valley, LA
B.S., Louisiana Tech University
Karolinska Institutet, St. Erik Eye Hospital, 

Optometry Program, Stockholm, Sweden;
Golden Eye Associates, Carthage, TX

Ryan Antonio Cazares
Lafayette, LA
B.S., University of Louisiana at Lafayette
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX;
Plano Eye Associates-East, Plano, TX

Joseph Dupree Cessac
Nederland, TX
B.S., Lamar University
La Nueva Casa de Amigos/Mobile Eye Institute, 
Houston, TX; Good Neighbor Eye Clinic/ 
Bellaire & Katy Eye Consultants/Texas Eye 
Institute, Houston, TX

Fan Chen
Galveston, TX
B.S., The University of Texas
Coastal Eye Associates, Webster, TX;
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX

Nick Chu
Houston, TX
B.A., The University of Texas at Austin
Mann Eye Institute, Humble, TX;
Signature Eye Care, Cedar Park, TX

Amy Annette Clem
Fort Worth, TX
B.S., University of North Texas
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX;
Bellaire Family Eye Care, Bellaire, TX

Thang Do
Dallas, TX
B.S., The University of Texas Arlington
Eye Doctors Office, Inc., Dallas, TX;
Plano Eye Associates-East, Plano, TX

Hiep Doan
Haltom City, TX
B.S., Southern Methodist University
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX;
Vision Source- Arlington, Arlington, TX

Kandice Keanta Echols
Columbia, MS
B.S., Alcorn State University
Good Neighbor Eye Clinic/ Bellaire & Katy Eye 
Consultants/Texas Eye Institute, Houston, TX 

Kelly David Fallin
Gladewater, TX
B.S., Texas Tech University
Reber and Riley Vision Center, Lubbock, TX;
Golden Eye Associates, Carthage, TX

College of Optometry



Candidates for graduation
May 2011

Michelle Lee Flint
Columbus, NE
B.A., University of Nebraska at Omaha
Karolinska Institutet, St. Erik Eye Hospital, 
Optometry Program, Stockholm, Sweden;
Naval Medical Clinic Quantico, Optometry 
Department, Quantico, VA

Dina Forooz
Wichita, KS
B.S., Washburn University
South Texas Veterans Health Care System, Teaque 
Tower, San Antonio, TX; Brooke Army Medical 
Center, Fort Sam Houston, TX 

Geesala S. Garvin
Mobile, AL
B.S., University of Houston
NSU Oklahoma, College of Optometry, 
Tahlequah, OK; La Nueva Casa de Amigos/
Mobile Eye Institute, Houston, TX

Bryan P. Gibson
Lubbock, TX
B.S., Texas Tech University
Albuquerque, VA Medical Center, Eye Clinic, 
Albuquerque, NM; La Nueva Casa de Amigos/
Mobile Eye Institute, Houston, TX

Stephanie Nicole Grabowski
Malcolm, NE
B.S., Nebraska Wesleyan University
NSU Oklahoma, College of Optometry, 
Tahlequah, OK; Ehlring Bergquist Hospital, 
Optometry Clinic, Offutt AFB, NE

John Brandon Guillory
Lake Charles, LA
B.A., Auburn University
Hopping Eye Associates, Ltd., LLP, Houston, TX;
Coastal Eye Associates, Webster, TX

Liqing Han
Houston, TX
B.S., Nanchang University
M.S., University of Missouri
Good Neighbor Eye Clinic/Bellaire & Katy Eye 
Consultants/Texas Eye Institute, Houston, TX; 
La Nueva Casa de Amigos/Mobile Eye Institute, 
Houston, TX

Kathryn Hengst
Houston, TX
B.M., Baylor University
La Nueva Casa de Amigos/Mobile Eye Institute, 
Houston, TX; Bellaire Family Eye Care,  
Bellaire, TX

Mina Bao Hoang
Houston, TX
B.A., Baylor University
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX;
Naval Medical Clinic Quantico, Optometry 
Department, Quantico, VA

Sandy Huynh
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX;
Dr. Charles Shidlofsky, Cedar Park, TX

Darren Reed Jones
Aurora, CO
B.S., Brigham Young University
Good Neighbor Eye Clinic/ Bellaire & Katy Eye 
Consultants/Texas Eye Institute, Houston, TX; 
Eye Center of Texas, Houston, TX

Emily Suzanne Jordan
Garland, TX
B.A., The University of Texas
Schweinfurt Army Health Clinic, Schweinfurt, 
Germany; BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX

Soraya Francesca Keshmiri
Pueblo, CO
B.S., Colorado State University 
Albuquerque Indian Hospital, Optometry 
Department, Albuquerque, NM; Kirtland AFB, 
Eye Clinic, Schweinfurt, Germany

Eric Lee Ketchum
Lone Oak, TX
B.A., The University of Texas at Dallas
Signature Eye Care, Cedar Park, TX;
EyeCare of Greenville, Greenville, TX

Sidra Khalid
Humble, TX
B.S., University of Houston
NSU Oklahoma, College of Optometry, 
Tahlequah, OK; La Nueva Casa de Amigos/
Mobile Eye Institute, Houston, TX

Bryan Nathan Kuder
Minneapolis, KS
B.S., Emporia State University
Sharp Eye Consultants, San Antonio, TX;
Golden Eye Clinic, Center, TX

Farah Lakhani
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
First Eye Care Infinity Laser Vision, Dallas, TX;
Good Neighbor Eye Clinic/Bellaire & Katy Eye 
Consultants/Texas Eye Institute, Houston, TX

Summer Giana Lara 
Las Cruces, NM
B.S., New Mexico State University 
Signature Eye Care, Cedar Park, TX;
Eye Center of Texas, Houston, TX

Sarah Le
Houston, TX
B.A., The University of Texas
McCormick Vision Center, P.A., Austin, TX;
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX

Nicole Dawn Leroux
Houston, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX;
Lakeline Vision Source, Austin, TX

Mylinh Thi Lien
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
Coastal Eye Associates, Webster, TX;
Brooke Army Medical Center, Fort. Sam Houston, 
TX 

Glee-Ann Llemit
McAllen, TX
B.S., The University of Texas, Pan-America
South Texas of Veterans Health Care System;
La Nueva Casa de Amigos/Mobile Eye Institute, 
Houston, TX

Amy Hai Yan Lo
Houston, TX
B.S., The University of Texas
Lakeline Vision Source, Austin, TX;
Sharp Eye Consultants, San Antonio, TX

Ryan P. Malone
Detroit, MI
B.S., Texas A&M University
Santa Fe Indian Health Hospital, Optometry 
Clinic, Santa Fe, NM;

Roxy Ann Markose
Dallas, TX
B.B.A., The University of Texas
EyeCare of Greenville, Greenville, TX;
Good Neighbor Eye Clinic/ Bellaire & Katy Eye 
Consultants/Texas Eye Institute, Houston, TX

Sharon Molly Mathukutty 
Houston, TX
B.S., Houston Baptist University 
Wilford Hall USAF Medical, Reid Optometry, 
Lackland AFB, TX; La Nueva Casa de Amigos/
Mobile Eye Institute, Houston, TX



Candidates for graduation
May 2011

Allison Schraub McClellan
Houston, TX
B.A., The University of Texas
Good Neighbor Eye Clinic/ Bellaire & Katy Eye 
Consultants/Texas Eye Institute, Houston, TX;
Memorial Hermann Medical Plaza, Cizik Eye 
Clinic, Houston, TX
Hiral B. Mehta
Sugar Land, TX
B.A., The University of Texas
NSU Oklahoma, College of Optometry, 
Tahlequah, OK; La Nueva Casa de Amigos/
Mobile Eye Institute, Houston, TX
Brandi Nicole Montgomery
Amarillo, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University, Corpus Christi
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX;
Eye Doctors Office, Inc., Dallas, TX
Noah Daniel Neiman
Austin, TX
B.S., The University of Texas
McCormick Vision Center, P.A., Austin, TX;
Oak Hill Eye Care, Austin, TX
Lauren Rinando Nelson
Beaumont, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University
Bellaire Family Eye Care, Bellaire, TX;
Sharp Eye Consultants, San Antonio, TX
Anny Nguyen
Dallas, TX
B.A., The University of Texas at Dallas
Bridge Builders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX;
Eye Doctors Office, Inc., Dallas, TX
Cecilia Doan Nguyen
Houston, TX
B.A., The University of Texas
Bellaire Family Eye Care, Bellaire, TX;
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX
Kathy Vi Nguyen
B.S., University of Houston
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX;
Mann Eye Institute, Humble, TX
Khoi-Nguyen Dinh Nguyen
Houston, TX
B.A., Boston University
Albuquerque Indian Hospital Optometry 
Department, Albuquerque, NM;
Randolph Air Force Base, Optometry Clinic, 
Randolph AFB, TX
Kim Uyen Nguyen
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX;
EyeCare of Greenville, Greenville, TX

Lara Nhu Nguyen
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
Naval Medical Center, Optometry Department, 
San Diego, CA; Plaza Vision Center, Dallas, TX

Tammy Nguyen
Katy, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University
Naval Medical Clinic Quantico, Optometry 
Department, Quantico, VA;
NSU Oklahoma, College of Optometry, 
Tahlequah, OK

Thai-An Thi Nguyen
Dallas, TX
B.S., The University of Texas
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX;
NSU Oklahoma, College of Optometry, 
Tahlequah, OK

Thao Thien Nguyen
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
Mann Eye Institute, Humble, TX

Leigha Mishelle Nielsen
League City, TX
B.S., University of Houston
Karolinska Institutet, St. Erik Eye Hospital, 
Optometry Program, Stockholm, Sweden;
Alamo Eye Care, San Antonio, TX

Daanya Noor
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
Vision Source -Mission Bend, Houston, TX;
Good Neighbor Eye Clinic/ Bellaire & Katy Eye 
Consultants/Texas Eye Institute, Houston, TX

Shamekia Ann Nwafor
Eunice, LA
B.S., Xavier University 
Good Neighbor Eye Clinic/ Bellaire & Katy Eye 
Consultants/Texas Eye Institute, Houston, TX;
Coastal Eye Associates, Webster, TX

Jonovan Gustav Ottenbacher
Selby, SD
B.S., University of South Dakota
Elite Vision Care, League City, TX;
Karolinska Institutet, St. Erik Eye Hospital, 
Optometry Program, Stockholm, Sweden

Paul Michael Palumbo
Spring, TX
B.S., The University of Texas Arlington
Good Neighbor Eye Clinic/ Bellaire & Katy Eye 
Consultants/Texas Eye Institute, Houston, TX;
Berkeley Eye Center, Houston, TX

Nilam Patel
Tucson, AZ
B.S., University of Arizona
McCormick Vision Center, P.A., Austin, TX;
Albuquerque Indian Hospital, Optometry 
Department, Albuquerque, NM

Xuan T. Pham
Cut Off, LA
B.S., University of New Orleans
Eye Center of Texas, Houston, TX;
Vision Source- Mission Bend, Houston, TX

Erin Belgard Pitts
Center, TX
B.S., Stephen F. Austin State University
Golden Eye Clinic, Center, TX;
Elite Vision Care, League City, TX

Joshua Douglas Pratt
Fremont, CA
B.S., Brigham Young University
Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical Center, Visual 
Impairment Services Outpatient Rehabilitation, 
Houston, TX; Raymond G. Murphy VA Medical 
Center, Eye Clinic, Albuquerque, NM

Jin Qian
China
B.S., Sun Yat-sen University of Medical 

Science Ph.D., University of Houston
Memorial Hermann Medical Plaza, Cizik 
Eye Clinic, Houston, TX; Bellaire Family Eye, 
Houston, TX

Amanda Catherine Quelly 
San Antonio, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University
Schweinfurt Army Health Clinic, Schweinfurt, 
Germany; Sharp Eye Consultants, San Antonio, TX

Shane Michael Ragsdale
Denton, TX
B.S., Brigham Young University
Naval Medical Clinic Quantico, Optometry 
Department, Quantico, VA;
Eye Foundation of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT

Aaron Abraham Rosenstein
Durham, NC
B.S., Guilford College
NSU Oklahoma, College of Optometry, 
Tahlequah, OK; Albuquerque, VA Medical 
Center, Eye Clinic, Albuquerque, NM

Samina Sanwari
Houston, TX
B.S., The University of Texas
Berkley Eye Center, Houston, TX;
Eye Care Associates of Humble, Humble, TX



Candidates for graduation
May 2011

Ryan Thomas Self
Lufkin, TX
B.S., Texas Christian University
Space Center Eye Associate, Houston, TX;
Albuquerque, VA Medical Center, Eye Clinic, 
Albuquerque, NM

Sanober Fatima Siddiqui
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
La Nueva Casa de Amigos/Mobile Eye Institute, 
Houston, TX; Good Neighbor Eye Clinic/ 
Bellaire & Katy Eye Consultants/Texas Eye 
Institute, Houston, TX

Frances Marie Silva
Schertz, TX
B.S., The University of Texas at San Antonio
M.S., The University of Texas at San Antonio
Vision Source-Alamo Heights, San Antonio, TX;
Sharp Eye Consultants, San Antonio, TX

Sarabjeet K. Singh
India
B.S., University Institute of 

Pharmaceutical Sciences
Eye Center of Texas, Houston, TX;
Conroe Vision Associates, Conroe, TX/Spring 
Klein, Vision Center, Spring, TX

Brandon Leon Smith
Salina, KS
B.S., Fort Hays State University
NSU Oklahoma, College of Optometry, 
Tahlequah, OK; McCormick Vision Center, P.A., 
Austin, TX

Lacey Nicole Smith
Austin, TX
B.A., The University of Texas
Oak Hill Eye Center, Austin, TX;
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX

Tyler Charles Smith
Panhandle, TX
B.S., Texas Tech University 
Reber and Riley Vision Center, Lubbock, TX; 
 VA Hospital Albuquerque, NM
Claudette Smith-Boudreaux
Church Point, LA
B.S., Louisiana State University
La Nueva Casa de Amigos/Mobile Eye Institute, 
Houston, TX; NSU Oklahoma, College of 
Optometry, Tahlequah, OK
Alireza Somji
Houston, TX
B.S., University of Houston
Vision Source, Alamo Heights, San Antonio, TX
NSU Oklahoma, College of Optometry, 
Tahlequah, OK

Sana H.Somji
Sugar Land, TX
B.S., University of Houston
Sharp Eye Consultants, San Antonio, TX;
Vision Source Willowbrook, Houston, TX 

Michael Joseph St. Peter
Bardstown, KY
B.S., University of Central Florida
Eye Center of Texas, Houston, TX;
Hopping Eye Associates, Ltd., LLP, Houston, TX

Diane Thi Minh Chau Ta
Myrtle Beach, SC
B.S., University of South Carolina
Golden Eye Associates, Carthage, TX;
Memorial Hermann Medical Plaza, Cizik Eye 
Clinic, Houston, TX

Vi Thuy Tan
Houston, TX
B.B.A., University of Houston
La Nueva Casa de Amigos/Mobile Eye Institute, 
Houston, TX; NSU Oklahoma, College of 
Optometry, Tahlequah, OK

Gina Doan Thai
Coppell, TX
B.A., University of North Texas
Golden Eye Associates, Carthage, TX;
NSU Oklahoma, College of Optometry, 
Tahlequah, OK

Jessica Lynn Tompkins
Houston, TX
B.S., Texas State University
Plaza Vision Center, Dallas, TX;
South Texas Veterans Health Care System, Eye 
Clinic, San Antonio, TX

Erin Marie Tongoun
Austin, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University
Lakeline Vision Source, Austin, TX;
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX

Jessica Rachel Totten
San Bernardino, CA
B.S., University of California, San Diego
Naval Medical Clinic San Diego, Optometry 
Department, San Diego, CA;
Elite Vision Care, League City, TX

Thu Khanh Tran
Friendswood, TX
B.A., University of St. Thomas
Hopping Eye Associates, Ltd., LLP, Houston, TX;
Space Center Eye Associate, Houston, TX

Amanda Marie Troupe
West Point, MS
B.S., Mississippi State University
La Nueva Casa de Amigos/Mobile Eye Institute, 
Houston, TX; Conroe Vision Associates, Conroe, 
TX/Spring Klein, Vision Center, Spring, TX

Stephanie Kiyomi Turk
Houston, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX;
Mann Eye Institute, Humble, TX

Matt Sin Valdes
San Marcos, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University
Good Neighbor Eye Clinic/ Bellaire & Katy Eye 
Consultants/Texas Eye Institute, Houston, TX;
Vision Source Mission Bend, Houston, TX

Van Vo
Richardson, TX
B.S., University of Houston
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX;
Dr. Charles Shidlofsky, Plano, TX

Matthew Raymond Webb
Denver, CO
B.S., University of Colorado Health 

Sciences Center
Eye Center of Texas, Houston, TX;
Eye Care Associates of Humble, Humble, TX 

William Wesley White
Navasota, TX
B.S., University of Mary Hardin, Baylor
Memorial Hermann Medical Plaza, Cizik Eye 
Clinic, Houston, TX;
Central Texas Veterans Health Care System, 
Teaque Tower, Austin/Temple/Waco, TX

Colton Dale Wicks
Cooper, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University
First Eye Care Infinity Laser Vision, Dallas, TX;
Golden Eye Clinic, Center, TX

Katie Lynn Wicks
Cooper, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX;
Golden Eye Clinic, Center, TX

Rebecca Marie Williams
New Braunfels, TX
B.S., McNeese State University
South Texas Veterans Health Care System, Eye 
Clinic, San Antonio, TX;
Sharp Eye Consultants, San Antonio, TX



Stephen Clay Wolfe
Seguin, TX
B.S., Texas State University 
La Nueva Casa de Amigos/Mobile Eye Institute, 
Houston, TX; NSU Oklahoma, College of 
Optometry, Tahlequah, OK

Jamie Kristin Yee
Sugar Land, TX
B.A., The University of Texas
Albuquerque, VA Medical Center, Eye Clinic, 
Albuquerque, NM; NSU Oklahoma, College of 
Optometry, Tahlequah, OK

Shih-Wei Yeh
Taichung, Taiwan
B.S., National Chang Kung University, 

Tainan,Taiwan
Plaza Vision Center, Dallas, TX;
BridgeBuilders Eye Clinic, Dallas, TX

Candidates for graduation
May 2011

Invitation
Immediately following the Convocation,  

the College of Optometry will hold a reception  
in honor of its 2011 graduates at the

University of Houston
College of Optometry - J. Davis Armistead Building

All graduates and their guests are cordially invited to attend.



2011 Gold Key International
Carol Ann Aune
Taylor Kate Ballard
Brandon Leon Smith
Alireza Somji
Diane Thi Minh Chau Ta
Erin Marie Tongoun
William Wesley White

2011 Beta Sigma Kappa
Honor Graduates
Carol Ann Aune*
Taylor Kate Ballard
Clay Barnett
Shelly Buyn
Anita Bianca Carleo
Carla Hanson Carter*
Ryan Antonio Cazares
Fan Chen
Nick Chu
Amy Annette Clem
Kelly David Fallin*
Michelle Lee Flint
Stephanie Nicole Grabowski*
John Brandon Guillory
Kathryn Hengst
Sandy Huynh
Emily Suzanne Jordan
Eric Lee Ketchum*
Nicole Dawn Leroux*
Ryan P. Malone
Lauren Rinando Nelson* 

Anny Nguyen
Cecilia Doan Nguyen
Lara Nhu Nguyen*
Thao Thien Nguyen
Leigha Mishelle Nielson
Jonovan Gustav Ottenbacher
Erin Belgard Pitts
Jin Qian
Amanda Catherine Quelly*
Samina Sanwari
Ryan Thomas Self*
Brandon Leon Smith
Lacey Nicole Smith
Tyler Charles Smith*
Michael Joseph St. Peter*
Erin Marie Tongoun *
Jessica Rachel Totten
Thu Khanh Tran
Stephanie Kiyomi Turk
Katie Lynn Wicks*
Rebecca Marie Williams*

*Members since 2007

Honors

Doctoral students who complete their degree requirements will graduate with the stated academic honors if they achieve 
the following grade point averages earned in the Doctor of Optometry program at the University of Houston..

	 3.75 to 4.0 	 Summa Cum Laude 
	 3.50 to 3.74 	 Magna Cum Laude 

Low Vision
Daanya Noor

Optics
Lauren Rinando Nelson

Pediatrics
Summer Giana Lara 

Cornea and Contact Lens
Amy Annette Clem

Primary Care
Michael Joseph St. Peter

Medical Eye Service
Carla Hanson Carter

Zelda Schiffman Neuro-Ophthalmology Award
Amanda Marie Troupe

Clinical Excellence Specialty Awards

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
Carol Ann Aune

Carla Hanson Carter
Eric Lee Ketchum

Nicole Dawn Leroux
Lauren Rinando Nelson

Tyler Charles Smith 
Rebecca Marie Williams

MAGNA CUM LAUDE
Kelly David Fallin

Stephanie Nicole Grabowski
Erin Belgard Pitts

Amanda Catherine Quelly
Michael Joseph St.Peter
Stephanie Kiyomi Turk

Katie Lynn Wicks



Alcon Laboratories Excellence Award
Bryan Nathan Kuder

Outstanding Teaching Assistant Award
Amy Annette Clem

College of Optometrists in Vision Development
Nicole Dawn Leroux

Digital Corneal Reflex Pupilometer Award
Christopher Robberts Brownlee

Eschenbach Low Vision Award
Matt Sin Valdes

 William Feinbloom Low Vision Award 
Joy Ohara, O.D.

GP Lens Institute Clinical Excellence Award
Tyler Charles Smith

David J. Kerko Low Vision Award
Sarabjeet K. Singh

Marchon Eyewear Practice Management Award
Summer Giana Lara 

MiraMed Tech 20/20 Digital Software
Kelly David Fallin

Metro Optics Excellence Award
Lacey Nicole Smith

Ocular Instruments Award of Excellence
Anita Bianca Carleo

Tyler’s Quarterly Excellence in Cornea and Contact Lens
Lauren Rinando Nelson

Varilux Student Grant Award
Lauren Rinando Nelson

Vistakon Award of Excellence in Contact Lens Patient Care
Katie Lynn Wicks

Fourth-Year Professional Awards

The roster of graduates and candidates for graduation does not include the names of those students who chose to withhold information under the  
Federal Education Rights and Privacy Act.

UHCO Class of 1961

The University of Houston College of Optometry’s faculty, staff, students, and alumni salute the Class of 1961 on the 
50th Anniversary of their Commencement.

Glenn Drew A. Browne, O.D.
Lewis A. Landsman, O.D.

Graham F. Lantz, O.D.
George M. Lipshy, O.D.

Frank S. Lobaccaro Jr., O.D.*
Elmer L. Nossaman, O.D.

Joseph Stewart Webb, O.D.
*Deceased



College Administration
Earl L. Smith III, O.D., Ph.D.

Dean

Roger L. Boltz, O.D., Ph.D.
Associate Dean for Professional Studies

Laura J. Frishman, Ph.D.
Associate Dean for Graduate Studies & Research

Nicky R. Holdeman, O.D., M.D.
Associate Dean for Clinical Education

Executive Director, University Eye Institute

Marcus G. Piccolo, O.D.
Associate Dean for Professional Advancement

Lanny Shulman, O.D., Ph.D.
Assistant Dean, Student Affairs and Admissions

Ronald Harwerth, O.D., Ph.D.
Chair, Department of Vision Sciences

William Miller, O.D., Ph.D.
Chair, Department of Clinical Sciences

College Convocation Committee
Michele Murphy

Erin Wentworth

Susan Williams

Commencement Volunteers
Jennifer Ebert

Janie Garza
Delores Gibson
Alyce Gipson

Cristian Loayza
Chaminga Lorensuhewa

Debbie Magee
Melissa Mares
Mary Martinez

Elizabeth Mauzy
Tiffany Robinson
Amanda White

College of Optometry Faculty
Heather Anderson, O.D., Ph.D.

Assistant Professor

Raymond A. Applegate, O.D., Ph.D.
Irvin M. Borish Chair in Optometry

Harold E. Bedell, Ph.D.
John and Rebecca Moores Professor of Vision Sciences

Jan P.G. Bergmanson, O.D., Ph.D.
Professor 

David A. Berntsen, O.D., Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Rudolph Black, O.D.
Clinical Associate Professor

Roger Boltz, O.D., Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Alan R. Burns, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Han Cheng, Ph.D., O.D.
Clinical Associate Professor

Yuzo M. Chino, Ph.D.
Benedict-McFadden Professor

Debra Currie, O.D., M.S.
Clinical Associate Professor

Vallabh Das, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Joe DeLoach, O.D.
Clinical Professor

Ryan Dimit, O.D.
Visiting Assistant Professor

Karen D. Fern, O.D.
Associate Professor

Donald A. Fox, Ph.D.
Professor

Laura J. Frishman, Ph.D.
John and Rebecca Moores Professor

Kevin Gee, O.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Nancy George, O.D.
Clinical Associate Professor

Gavin Gerondale, O.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Amber Gaume Giannoni, O.D.
Clinical Associate Professor



Adrian Glasser, Ph.D.
Benedict Pitts Professor

Marcus Gonzales, O.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Samuel Hanlon, O.D., M.S.
Clinical Associate Professor

Ronald S. Harwerth, O.D., Ph.D.
John and Rebecca Moores Professor

Ralph J. Herring, O.D., M.H.A.
Clinical Associate Professor

Heidi Hofer, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Nick Holdeman, O.D., M.D.
Professor

Nicole Hooper, O.D.
Visiting Assistant Professor

Ying-Sheng Hu, Ph.D.
Research Associate Professor

Li-Fung Hung, B. Med, O.D., Ph.D.
Research Scientist

Tonya Ketcham, O.D., Ph.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Julianne Knowles, O.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Kimberly Lambreghts, R.N., O.D.
Clinical Associate Professor

Norman E. Leach, O.D., M.S.
Clinical Professor

Ruth E. Manny, O.D., Ph.D.
Charles R. Stewart Professor

Danica Marrelli, O.D.
Clinical Professor

Catherine McDaniel, O.D., M.S.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Alison M. McDermott, Ph.D.
Golden-Golden Professor of Optometry and Vision Sciences

William L. Miller, O.D., Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Swati Modi, O.D.
Visiting Assistant Professor

Bruce E. Onofrey, O.D., RPh
Professor

Deborah Otteson, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Katrina Parker, O.D.
Clinical Associate Professor

Anastas Pass, O.D., M.S., J.D.
Associate Professor

Lloyd Pate, O.D.
Clinical Associate Professor

David Perrigin, O.D.
Associate Professor

Judith Perrigin, O.D.
Professor

Marcus G. Piccolo, O.D.
Associate Professor

Jason Porter, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Sam Quintero, O.D.
Associate Professor

Rachel Redfern, O.D.
Research Assistant Professor

John G. Robson, Ph.D., Sc.D.
Senior Research Professor

Pat Segu, O.D.
Clinical Associate Professor

Lanny Shulman, O.D., Ph.D.
Clinical Associate Professor

Earl L. Smith, III, O.D., Ph.D.
Greeman-Petty Professor

Gregory L. Stephens, O.D., Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Scott B. Stevenson, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Anita Ticak, O.D., M.S.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Michael Twa, O.D., Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

James Walters, Ph.D., O.D.
Associate Professor

Janice Wensveen, O.D., Ph.D.
Clinical Associate Professor

Joe Wheat, O.D.
Research Assistant Professor

Suzanne Wickum, O.D.
Clinical Associate Professor

Stanley Woo, O.D., M.S.
Clinical Associate Professor

Mona Younes, O.D., M.S.
Clinical Assistant Professor



The Optometric Oath

WITH FULL DELIBERATION, I FREELY AND SOLEMNLY PLEDGE THAT:

• �I will practice the art and science of optometry faithfully and conscientiously, and to the fullest scope of my 
competence.

• �I will uphold and honorably promote by example and action the highest standards, ethics and ideals of my 
chosen profession and the honor of the degree, Doctor of Optometry, which has been granted me.

• �I will provide professional care for those who seek my services, with concern, with compassion and with due 
regard for their human rights and dignity.

• �I will place the treatment of those who seek my care above personal gain and strive to see that none shall 
lack for proper care.

• �I will hold as privileged and inviolable all information entrusted to me in confidence by my patients.

• �I will advise my patients fully and honestly of all which may serve to restore, maintain or enhance their vision 
and general health.

• �I will strive continuously to broaden my knowledge and skills so that my patients may benefit from all new 
and efficacious means to enhance the care of human vision.

• �I will share information cordially and unselfishly with my fellow optometrists and other professionals for the 
benefit of patients and the advancement of human knowledge and welfare.

• �I will do my utmost to serve my community, my country and humankind as a citizen as well as an 
optometrist.

• �I hereby commit myself to be steadfast in the performance of this my solemn oath and obligation.

Doctors of Optometry are:

Primary health care professionals who diagnose and treat eye health and vision problems.

Optometry at the University of Houston:

The four-year Post-Baccalaureate Professional Program includes:

• �3,216 hours of lectures and laboratories in optics, advanced human physiology, gross human and ocular anatomy, 
neuroanatomy, systemic and ocular pathology, general and ocular pharmacology, and vision and clinical sciences.

• �500 eye health and vision care experiences in the University Eye Institute’s family practice, cornea and contact 
lens, pediatric, low vision and medical services.

• �1,200 eye health and vision care experiences during two externships (32 weeks) at vision and health care centers. 
These centers include military hospitals, Indian Health Hospitals, community health centers, surgical centers, 
Veterans Administration Hospitals and multidisciplinary vision care centers and institutes.

Licensing and Credentialing include:

• �National Board Examinations 
Basic Science 
Clinical Science 
Treatment and Management of Ocular Disease 
Comprehensive Patient Care and Clinical Examinations

• �State Licensure Examination 
Optometric Jurisprudence Examination



Prelude
	 Selection performed by the Houston Lyric Brass 

Opening Procession
	 Triumphal March from Aida (Verdi)

National Anthem
	 Sung by Shari Wilkins (’93)

Welcome and Recognition of Distinguished Guests
	 Dean Raymond T. Nimmer

Welcome and Introductory Remarks
	 Renu Khator
		  UH President

Greetings
	 Carroll Robertson Ray
		  Chair, University of Houston System Board of Regents

Commencement Address
	 Brad Smith
		  Microsoft General Counsel and Senior Vice President, Legal and Corporate Affairs

Conferal of Degrees
	 President Khator

Hooding 
	 John Mixon
		  Law Alumni Professor
	 Douglas Moll
		  Beirne, Maynard & Parsons, L.L.P
		  Law Center Professor of Law

Welcome from Alumni
	 Warren W. Harris (’88)
		  President, Law Alumni Association

Presentation of Class Gift
	 Xiao Chen
		  Class of 2011

Closing Remarks
Dean Nimmer

Recessional
Rondeau (Mouret)

A reception in honor of the graduates will be held at the Law Center immediately following the 
commencement. All graduates, their guests, faculty, and other distinguished guests are cordially invited 
to attend.

UH law center
Saturday, May 14, 2011 • 2:00 p.m. • HOfheinz pavilion



Candidates for graduation
May 2011

Doctor of Jurisprudence
Raed Ray Abilmouna 
Michael Cagaanan Aguhar 
Kelly Vanderploeg Aimone 
Krystal Michelle Alanis 
Andre Anthony Alers 
Luis Fernando Arandia Jr. 
Sarah Rodriguez Arvidsson 
Sophia Asare 
Mashaal Aziz 
Omid Bachari 
Meghan Anne Baker 
David John Baluk 
Batami Elaine Baskin 
Luis Felix Batarse 
Scott Michael Bayer ³
Chantyle Elizabeth Beason 
Shawn Blaylock 
Christopher Michael Blocker 
Andrea L. Boulares 
Matthew O’Brien Bourgeois 
Paul W. Brewer 
Joseph Allen Bright 
Robert Allan Bullwinkel ¹
Lavonne Deneene Burke 
Zachary Ryan Cain 
Kristina Marie Campbell ¹ 
Christopher Stephen Canter 
James Benjamin Carlson ³
Nan Carr 
Rachael Camille Casey ³
Lauren Kate Champion ³
Sophia Chen 
Turkessia Monique Cleveland 
Andrew James Cobos 
James H. Cole ³
Brandon L. Collins 
Matthew Scott Compton Jr. ²
Austin Sinclair Conner ³
Heather Noelle Cook 
Stephen Michael Cordes ²
William Trey Cornelius 
Girard Robert Courteau Jr. 
Jacquelyn Marie Craig 
Mark Andrew Creasy 
Kristina Lauren Daily 
Hugh Daniel 
Peter William Davis 
Rafiq Zul Dhanani 

Chantelle Dugas 
Randy Duncan 
Rhonald L. Durham III 
Christopher John Dyer 
James Richard Edwards 
Ross Stewart Elliott 
Braxton Bryant Evans 
Danielle Ramona Folsom ²
Clayton Davis Forswall 
Angela Noel Fowlkes 
Heather Leigh Fraye 
Sarah Nealis Furbee ³
Seth Christian Gagliardi 
Ge Eva Gao 
Veronica Garza 
Joshua Paul Gautreau 
Berhanu Gebreselassie 
Timothy Russell Geiger ²
Robin Frances Geis 
Bradley Gibbs 
Brandi Janos Gill ³
Matthew Wood Gilliam 
Ian Richard Goldberg 
Magda Lorena Gonzalez 
Daniel Joshua Gottschalk ²
Michelle Elizabeth Gray ¹
Charles Michael Greenlee 
William Greer 
Richard Peirce Griffin ²
Melissa Grobler 
Vanessa Guillermety 
Valerie C. Hall 
Benjamin H. Hamilton 
Charles Wesley Hamilton ²
William Robert Hand 
Brian Mark Harrison 
Natasha Nicole Hawkins 
Donna Dupree Haynes ³
Nabil Justin Hemmati 
Jeffrey Michael Hemming 
Kristina Maria Hernandez 
Amanda Jean Hill 
Jeanene Melyn Holliday 
Huixin Hou 
Meng-Tien Hsieh 
Rebecca G. Icenogle 
Katherine Lee Jackson 
Talia Gaster Jarvis ²
Kyle O. Jones ³
Rosemarie Joyal 
Chad M. Kell 
Laura Bankston Kelleher ³
Sabrina Kerai

Jae H. Kim ³
Yongwoon Kim 
Allison Kluber Waldman 
Deborah Ko 
Zachary E. Lambert 
Jonathan B. Lancton ¹
Whitney Cynae Larkin 
Jennifer Lawson 
Michole L. Lazzara 
Paul Joseph LeBlanc Jr. ²
Choongjae Lee 
Zachary James Lee 
Todd Gregory Lehn 
Deborah Kay Levy 
Lindsey A. Lewis 
Bradley Graves Lingold 
Erik Matthew Locascio 
Owen Wildman Lockwood ²
Kenneth Lewis Long 
Tristan Harris Longino 
Juan Salvador Lopez 
Cheryl Ann Lovelady 
Chia-Feng Lu 
Jennifer Lynn Malik 
Nicholas Anthony Mancuso ³
Anne Elizabeth Mandola 
Maegan Carr Martin 
Nathaniel R. Martinez 
Jacquelyn Diane McAnelly 
Ryan Bradley McBeth 
Misty L. McDonald 
Nancy Regina McEvily ²
Patrick Roane McKee ³
Mark Ross Meador 
Michelle Rose Meriam ²
Sean Michael Monks 
Brian Neal Morrow 
Taylor Mullings-Lopez ²
Christopher Stewart Murphy ³
Patrick Nash 
Christopher Ryan Neal 
Stacey Lauren Neumann 
Atousa Nezamabadi 
Anh P. Nguyen 
Francis Vincent Nugent
Perla Elizabeth Oaxaca 
Benjamin A. Ochoa 
Daniela Oliveira 
Yesero Tebba Olowo-Okello 
Robin Finney O’Neil ²
Ryan Casey O’Neill 
Chukwuemeke Kevin Osuhor 
Roy Allen Otto III 

UH Law center

¹ Summa Cum Laude
² Magna Cum Laude
³ Cum Laude



Candidates for graduation
May 2011

Archis Ozarkar ³
Eileen Starbranch Pape 
Susan Tankersley Pickle 
Mary Caroline Pickryl 
James Gregory Pohlman 
Michael T. Polk 
Michael Kreifeldt Powers 
Joshua Parker Prasatik 
Warren Lee Prince Jr. 
Stephen J. Quezada 
Amber J. Ramirez-Hoffman 
Tanikka Nicole Rawls 
Paul A. Ready 
Rachel G. Reese ²
Jennifer Renee Reif 
West M. Rhoden 
John Henry Ritch
Zehra Reza Rizvi ²
Benjamin Harwood Rose 
Natalie Hudson Saathoff 
Christina Anne Saenz 
Carina Lauren Sahni ¹
Francisco E. Sanchez 
Cavyn Dywain Sanders 
Heather Nichol Schmidt ³
Charles Daniel Sego ³
Elise Jennifer Selinger 
Eric L. Sellars ³
Rina Rajanikant Shah 
Brenton Alexander Shultz ²
Stephen L. Sickman 
John W. Simmons 
Charlotte Anne Simon ²
Becki Lyn Skidmore 
Cassandra Dols Smith ³
Megan Elizabeth Smith 
Robin Rae Smith 
Phillip Duk Song 
Kenneth S. Stein 
William C. Stern 
Craig Stephen Stewart 
Lisa R. Stewart 
Michele Cathrine Stewart 
Stephanie Jones Stigant ³
Eric B. Stockbridge 
Staci Sara Baird Stoller 
Michael Edward Streich ³
James Edward Suerken 
Timothy Russell Sutherland
Daniel Graham Swearingen ³
David Antonio Tamez 
Thomas Trace Tankersley 

Lindsay Nichols Taylor 
Mary Elisabeth Taylor ²
David Arthur Terry 
Jim Thomas 
Cory Ryan Thornton 
Stephanie Samantha Tillman 
Katayoun Torkzadeh 
Jeffrey Paul Travis 
Claudia Trevino 
Justin Pierce Tschoepe ¹
Annemarie Louise Dahm Vicere 
Stefanie Christina Vincent 
Brittene’ Vinnett 
Tiffani J. Walker 
Craig Evan Walter ³
Gregory C. Walther 
Bonan Wang 
Andrew Theodore Ward ²
Mitchell Anderson Ward 
Jameson Joseph Watts 
Jessica Layne Webb 
Robin K. Weinburgh ³
Alyssa White 
Lauren Yvonne White 
Kristen Dyan Willmann 
George Jerrell Wise 
Alyssia Nicole Woodward ²
Jianxiong Wu 
Johnathan Kamran Yazdani-Beioky 
Catharine Wu Yen 
Matthew Stephen Yezierski 
Kristen Nicole Young 
Katie Lynn Zaunbrecher ²

Master of Laws
Flavia De Andrade Abdala 
Heba Ahmed AbdalRahim 
Eric Amoako 
Valentina Baldini 
Katharine Megan Banks 
Julie Barry 
Sukrat Mir Basit 
Jason Kyle Beale 
Carl Anthony Blair 
Joanna Brochado 
Gilberto Camacho Jimenez 
Julian Jose Cardenas Garcia 
Maria Selenita Cespedes Saucedo 
Worawitch Chompootaweep 
Emem Coker 
Adesuwa Dan-Princewill 
David Hernandez De Los Santos 

Yolande Clementine Ditewig 
Rodrigo Espiritu Santo Raba 
Eleanor Redden Fontenot 
Alexis Wade Foster 
Brandon Thomas Fresard 
Margaret Garib 
Aracely Gómez de la Llata González 
Joshua A. Green 
Carolina de Azeredo Guerra 
Vulate J. Hage 
Muzzamil Hasan 
LaLa Hasanzade 
Rohan Ananth Hebbar 
John Davidson Hefley 
Kimberly Bernice Hill 
Jennifer Anne Hunter 
Jhonny W. Ibarra 
Payal K. Jethva 
Ross Wayne Johnson 
Stephanie C. Jue 
Liliana Kottwitz 
Francisca Kusi-Appiah 
Mosopefoluna Lawson 
Christine Simone LeBlanc 
Steven Harvey Lord Jr. 
Caterina Miro Quesada Samanez 
Margaret R. Mitchell 
Alex Ali Moheb 
Denson Roy Moore 
Kanizz Nazim Munjjee 
Brian Joseph Munson 
Joyce Ihesinachi Nwachukwu 
Adenrele O. Oladapo-Jimoh 
Ndubuisi Tochukwu Onyereri 
Claudia E. Ortiz 
Wakil Oyeleru Oyedemi 
Andrew Steven Pikoff 
Jinfeng Qie 
Anamaria Reina 
Valeria Rincon 
Vignaswari Saminathan 
Guy Bryan Sereff II 
Bill Smalling 
Mallika Tamvada 
Pinar Tatar 
Kimberly Shea Thomas 
Kristi Lynn Tonn 
Jui Tsou 
Jason Ray Turpen 
Oscar Vogel 
Christopher Douglas Yellick 

The roster of graduates and candidates for graduation does not include the names of those students who chose to withhold information under the  
Federal Education Rights and Privacy Act.



Candidates for graduation
august 2011

graduates
December 2010

Doctor of Jurisprudence
Jesus Chapa
Xiao Chen
Qiang Hao

Claudia Isabel Oviedo
Eran S. Sharon
Kelsey Shults
Clare Roth Staub

Cordelia Deanne Tullous
Alyssa Nicole Yarrington

Doctor of Jurisprudence
Gustavo Assis 
Lisa C. Baiocchi-Mooney 
Daniel Wesley Baldree 
Marilyn L. Brown 
Cody Lane Corley 
Rafael De La Garza 
Elizabeth B. Evans 
Erin K. Ferris 
Andrew McClanahan Goforth 
Cyril Vance Jones 
Paul W. Klinger 
Yu Hang Sunny Kwong 
Minh T. Mai 
Khristine Partridge McNeil 
Lindsay Sims Narvaez ²
Andrea Gwyn Nelson 
Vy-Vivian Hoang Nguyen 
Komietra D. Nickols 
Ali Nicholas Oweyssi 

Nick P. Patel ³
Brittany A. Sakowitz 
Christopher M. Scurry 
Jarrod Michael Sharp ³
David Scott Shelton ³
Jennifer Lynn Siepel 
Andrew Britt Smith 
Spencer R. Smith 
Lori Symmes 
Mary C. Wingfield

Master of Laws
Daira Abolins 
Regina Anastasia Bailey 
Kelley Marie Bentley 
Laura Sanger Campbell 
Ana Carolina De Paiva Franqueville 
Bruna Barros De Sousa Frota 
Alaa Abdul-Magid Ghreizi 
Ellen Lang Goodrich 
Raakhee Biswas Kumar 
Matthew Abbott Lee 
Mayra Belinda Martinez 
Mark Samuel McAshan 
Peter Thomas McCabe 
Ana Carolina Peixoto Rocha 
Eric Lamont Rhodes 
Ronald Jermaine Rucker 
James Andrew Smith 
Jose Julio Vela Jr. 
Patricia Zubioli 

UH law center Administration
Raymond T. Nimmer

Dean and Leonard H. Childs Professor of Law

Richard Alderman
Associate Dean

Sondra R. Tennessee
Associate Dean for Student Affairs

Kathy Brannon
Associate Dean for External Affairs

Mybao Nguyen
Associate Dean for Finance and Administration

Spencer Simons
Director, O’Quinn Library

Rhonda Beassie
Assistant Dean for Career Development

Jamie West Dillon
Assistant Dean for Admissions

Carrie A. Criado
Executive Director of Communications and Marketing

Jim Lawrence
Director of Trial Advocacy Program



UH Law Center Faculty

UH Law Center adjunct Faculty 2010–2011

Richard M. Alderman
Billy Berryhill
Erma Bonadero
Raymond L. Britton
Aaron Bruhl
G. Sidney Buchanan  

(emeritus)
Johnny R. Buckles
Marcilynn A. Burke
Darren D. Bush
Seth J. Chandler
Anthony R. Chase
Gavin Clarkson
James S. Covington Jr. 

(emeritus)
David Crump
Brigham Daniels
Richard F. Dole Jr.
John J. Douglass
David R. Dow

Meredith J. Duncan
Eliezer Ereli (emeritus)
Barbara Evans
Adam Gershowitz
Antonio Gidi
Leslie C. Griffin
Jim Hawkins
Janet M. Heppard
James E. Herget (emeritus)
Julie Hill
Lonny S. Hoffman
Peter T. Hoffman
Stephen K. Huber (emeritus)
Paul M. Janicke
Michael T. Johnson (emeritus)
Robert Johnson
Craig Joyce
Shaundra Kellam
Sapna Kumar
Peter Linzer

Ellen Marrus
Rick McElvaney
John Mixon
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Dear University of Houston Graduate,

You made it! Let me start by extending well-deserved congratulations to you and your 
family and friends who supported you during your time at UH. From this place and 
time, you will follow the path of more than 220,000 alumni who have walked before 
you as you pursue new professional and personal goals. In everything you do, in all that 
you will undoubtedly accomplish, your pride is shared by the entire UH alumni family.

Now, let’s make that pride official.

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the University of Houston Alumni Association, I 
encourage you to join the Alumni Association for only $20. That’s a special discounted 
rate (from $50) reserved only for new graduates. To join, visit www.HoustonAlumni.com.

Joining, however, is only the first step. We need alumni who are active, we need alumni who are 
involved, and we need alumni who take advantage of their many membership benefits: show up to 
one of our networking events and maybe find a new job or a new client; stop by the alumni tent 
before football games to enjoy free food and drink; submit a class note for publication in UH Alumni 
Quarterly; or use your membership card to purchase discounted tickets to events at the Moores School 
of Music. Also, as a new grad, you are entitled to short-term medical insurance discounts. We make it 
easy for you to be an activated Cougar.

It’s worth noting that your membership also helps UH achieve Tier One status. Alumni participation 
is one of the categories that the Higher Education Coordinating Board considers when issuing Tier 
One funding. So not only will you receive the many membership perks, but you’ll also help put dollars 
in the university’s pocket—dollars to fund scholarships, dollars to hire exceptional faculty, and dollars 
to upgrade the image and face of our institution.

Allow me to leave you with this parting advice: keep your Cougar connection strong! Whether your 
destiny takes you around the corner or around the world, always remember that you’re a Cougar, and 
always show it. UHAA membership is one of the best ways to do that, and we promise to make you as 
proud of your alma mater as we already are proud of you.

With best wishes,

Reece Rondon (’93, J.D. ‘95) 
Chair, Board of Directors 
University of Houston Alumni Association
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