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Letter from the Dean
Dear Architecture, Industrial Design, and Interior 
Architecture Graduates,
I talked with many of you this spring as you were 
anticipating the end of your career here at the college. 
There was a shared feeling of excitement, a sense that this 
part of your journey was over, and an acknowledgement 
that a new leg of your journey was about to begin.
The architecture and design programs are often referred 
to as “medical school without the blood.” You have made 

it through one of the most rigorous programs in the country. You 
have spent countless hours researching, rendering, building models, 
writing papers, and struggling through the design process, only to get 
up the next day and do it again. And so, every ending becomes a new 
beginning. This is the life we have chosen. And isn’t it a wonderful life?
When you leave our studios and classrooms and embark on your 
careers, your professional contributions will not only have an impact 
here in the city of Houston but around the world. You are the thinkers, 
doers, and creators of the future. You will be the designers, architects, 
problem-solvers, and inventors of our tomorrow. I am confident that 
if you apply the knowledge that you have acquired here, the world will 
offer you possibilities you have not yet imagined.
As you move across the stage to accept your diploma, you will be taking 
the first steps in your personal odyssey. We have worked hard to equip 
you with the tools to create the promise of the bright career that awaits 
you. We know you will make us proud. 
Congratulations Class of 2015! I look forward to hearing about your 
odyssey and the many ways you will impact our future. Please stay 
in touch. Come back and share your adventures with those about to 
follow you. We would delight to share in your successes.
My very best wishes to you all,

Patricia Belton Oliver, FAIA 
Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture



Letter from the Alumni Association President

To the new University of Houston Architecture Alumni 
of 2015:

Congratulations! Yes, congratulations and welcome 
to these wonderful, highly creative, and satisfying 
professions. We, the alumni, are very proud of you for 
your achievement. We have firsthand knowledge of the 
efforts you put forth to achieve your goal.

It is a delight to see young adults set these high goals, commit to them, 
and pursue them with steadfast vigor. If ever there was an academic 
pursuit that builds character and stamina, it’s in completing all the 
requirements of your education and achieving your diploma. 

Rest assured the professional world knows these requirements and 
subsequently you are respected for your achievements. 

Once again, welcome.

Louis Frey A.I.A.  
President of the University of Houston Architecture Alumni Association  
Class of 1957 



University of Houston 
Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture

Convocation
Saturday, May 16, 2015, 2:00 p.m. 
College of Architecture Building

	 PROCESSIONAL	 Bruce Webb  
		  Professor and Grand Marshal 

	 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION	 Patricia Belton Oliver, FAIA 
		  Dean

	AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS	 Patricia Belton Oliver, FAIA 
	 MEDALS AND CERTIFICATES	 Dean

	 ALUMNI ADDRESS	 Alfonso Hernandez 
		  Vice-President, Architecture Alumni Association

	 OUTSTANDING FACULTY AWARD 	 Patricia Belton Oliver, FAIA 
		  Dean

	 STUDENT ADDRESSES	 Shreya Patel 
		  Vy Mai

	 DESIGN AWARDS	 Dr. EunSook Kwon 
		  Director, Industrial Design Program

		  William Truitt 
		  Co-Director of Honors Thesis Programs 
		  Coordinator of Professional Studios

		  Rafael Longoria, DPACSA 
		  Co-Director of Graduate Studies

		  Gregory Marinic 
		  Director of Interior Architecture Program

	 STUDENT LEADERSHIP AWARDS	 Trang A. Phan 
		  Assistant Dean 
		  Director of Student Affairs and International Programs

	 PRESENTATION OF	 Dietmar E. Froehlich 
	 GRADUATE CANDIDATES	 Co-Director of Graduate Studies 

	 PRESENTATION OF	 Lannis E. Kirkland 
	 UNDERGRADUATE CANDIDATES	 Associate Dean 
		  Director of Undergraduate Studies

	 CLOSING REMARKS	 Patricia Belton Oliver, FAIA 
		  Dean

	 EXHIBITS	 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.



Spring 2015

Master of Architecture

Shahriyar Attaei
Joseph Avila
Carlos Guilherme Bereicoa Miller
Brandon Berry
Charles Boyd
Mara Castro
Jezahel Cisneros Olarte
David Craig
Louis Edwards 
Steve Gutierrez 
Julie Reneé Holder
Silvia Izaguirre
Yumin Liu
Jordania Moore
Andy Okonkwo 
Shreya Patel 4
Rachel Nicole Paver
Nicholas Prejean
Irma Sifontes-Romero 4
Lawrence Tian
Baheej Toumy
Tayler Trojcak
Yuan Wen

Master of Science  
in Architecture

Eric Arnold
Jon Kevin Story

Bachelor of Architecture

Enrique Badillo
Roberto Cantu
Jing Cao 2
Fidel Castro 
Felipe Cosio
Esma Dagli
Ryan Erbert
Erick Esparza 
Gabriela Espinosa 3, 5

Micaiah Fletcher
Jorge Alberto Garay Jr.
Kevin Giuseppetti
Jose De Jesus Gomez Rodriguez 3
Mohammed Gowayed
Dawit Habtemariam 
Megan Hartensteiner 2
Hunter Hausinger
Connor Hendrix 3
Nicolas Herrera 3, 5

Mitzi Jimenez 3, 5

Issam Kadiwala 5

Mustafa Kamil 3
Sarah Killingsworth 2, 5 
Ross King
Amanda Kroll
Wah Yan Liu
Chia Liang Lu
Vy Mai 1, 5

Clinton Marburger 3
Pedro Martinez
Wade Meadors

¹ Summa Cum Laude - ² Magna Cum Laude - ³ Cum Laude - 4 Top-Ranked Graduate - 5 Student Leader

Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture

CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION



Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture

CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION

Miguel Mejia Castillo
Vinh Ngo
Alejandro Nuñez
Caudy Olmos
Matthew Opuszenski 3
Jason Otero
Trung Tin Pham Tran
Edmundo Reyna
Victor Rivas
Edgar Rivera
Israel Rodriguez
Roberto Roman
Dina Salem 5
Natalia Sanchez Robles
Dante Sandoval
Gabriela Soto Salinas 3
Sheridan Staats 2, 5

Diego Suarez Del Real
Jesus Vasquez 2
Tyler Vice
Hien Vo 3
Ben Pin Chien Yu
Benny Zhuang 3

Bachelor of Science  
in Environmental Design

Biniam Assegid Kebede
Jennifer Peralta Gaviria 
Nancy Quinteros
Dina Salem 5

Bachelor of Science  
in Industrial Design

Dylan Bailey 5 
Cody Blazek 
Brian Chiu
Felipe Gomez
George Kingsley III
Julie Lundgren 5
Gabriela Martinez
Parker Nussbaum 
Ross Rudolph
Seluga Sekanwagi
Jimmy Tran
Trevor Wood
Carlyle Yarbough 5
Troy Zinsmeister

Bachelor of Science  
in Interior Architecture

Joseph Echavarria 5
Arianne Gonzato Perez
Emily Keller
Jonathan Lampson 3, 5

Roni Kop Rojas
Francisco Salas
Francesca Sosa
Ana Sotelo

¹ Summa Cum Laude - ² Magna Cum Laude - ³ Cum Laude - 4 Top-Ranked Graduate - 5 Student Leader



Fall 2014

Master of Architecture

Shalini Moodley
Estefania Santacruz

Master of Science  
in Architecture

Raghad Algaood
Stephen Gist
Erika Johnson Quintero

Bachelor of Architecture

Julian Arango 2
Christopher Castaneda 2
Caitlyn Flowers
Zendy Funes
Joshua Holmes
Michael Houy 2

Sheryl Joy
Taneesa Morris 
Niloufar Nazarian 1, 5

Mirna Ovalle
Jesus Sanchez Jr. 
Natalia Sanchez 
Nabil Sanmiguel
John Smead

Bachelor of Science  
in Environmental Design

Niloufar Nazarian 1, 5

Bachelor of Science  
in Industrial Design

Lindsay Lahaug 3
Juan Restrepo

Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture

GRADUATES

¹ Summa Cum Laude - ² Magna Cum Laude - ³ Cum Laude - 4 Top-Ranked Graduate - 5 Student Leader



Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture

THE HONORS COLLEGE

The Honors College at the University of Houston offers its members special opportunities to 
develop fully their academic abilities. Students who complete the graduation requirements of 
The Honors College, including a senior honors thesis or senior honors project, graduate with 
“University Honors and Honors in Major,” the highest undergraduate award conferred by the 
university. Undergraduate students who complete all requirements of The Honors College and 
who complete a senior honors thesis or project in a field other than their major graduate with 
“University Honors.” Undergraduate students who complete all requirements of The Honors 
College for the thesis or project graduate with “Membership in the Honors College.” Other 
students, while not members of The Honors College, graduate with “Honors in Major” upon 
completion of a senior honors thesis or senior honors project.

University Honors with Honors in Major
Mitzi Jimenez

University Honors
Jonathan Lampson
Niloufar Nazarian

Edgar Rivera

Collegiate Honors
Gabriela Soto Salinas

Honors in Major
Nicholas Herrera
Issam Kadiwala

Vy Mai
Sheridan Staats



Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 2014-2015

MN Davidson Scholarship
Brandon Berry

Sundin Scholarship
Michael Houy

Sarah Killingsworth

Texas Architectural Foundation Scholarships 
Andy Okonkwo

Le Phuc
Irma Sifontes-Romero

Huitt-Zollars Scholarship
Jessica Fleming

Erika Lord

Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture  
General Scholarship Fund

Erika Chan
Jezahel Cisneros
Altair Galgana

Munjer Hashim
Mario Medina

Kevin Pham
Erika Quintero Johnson
Irma Sifontes-Romero



Administration & Staff

Patricia Belton Oliver, FAIA
Dean

Lannis E. Kirkland
Associate Dean
Director of Undergraduate Studies

Trang A. Phan
Assistant Dean
Director of Student Affairs and 
International Programs

Mary Benham
College Business Administrator

Joel T. Wyatt
Director of Advancement 

Megan Streete
Director of Communications

Academic Programs

Dietmar Froehlich
Co-Director of Graduate Studies 
Professional Programs Coordinator

Rafael Longoria, DPACSA
Co-Director of Graduate Studies 
Post-Professional and Advanced Programs 
Coordinator

EunSook Kwon, Ph.D.
Director of Industrial Design Program

Gregory Marinic
Director of Interior Architecture Program

Susan Rogers
Director of Community Design  
Resource Center

Patrick Peters
Director of Design/Build Program

Geoffrey Brune, FAIA
Co-Director, Honors Thesis Programs
Coordinator, Comprehensive  
Design Studios

Donna Kacmar, FAIA
Director, Materials Research Collaborative

Meg Jackson
Lannis Kirkland
Coordinators, Foundation Studios

Tom Diehl
Matthew Johnson
Coordinators, Intermediate Studios

William “Bill” Truitt
Co-Director, Honors Thesis Programs
Coordinator, Professional Studios

Wendy W. Fok
Coordinator, Digital Media 

Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture

STAFF & FACULTY



College Staff

Debbie Lozano
Administrative Assistant to the Dean

Nhu-Thuy Mai
Assistant College Business Administrator

Abby Corcoran
Academic Advisor II

Brittany Beauchamp
Academic Advisor I

Sandra Esther
Financial Assistant II

Cecilia Garza
Coordinator, Payroll/HR

David Brashear
Information Technology Manager

Jean Krchnak
Visual Resource Curator

Stephen Gist
Eric Arnold
Model Shop Coordinators
Burdette Keeland, Jr. Design
Exploration Center

Linda Silva
Office Assistant 

Khandra Moss
Records Assistant

William R. Jenkins Architecture & Art Library

Catherine Essinger
Librarian
Architecture & Art Library Coordinator

Donovan Parker
Senior Library Specialist

Chris Conway
Library Supervisor

Faculty

Leonard Bachman
Theodora Batchvarova
Larry Bell, AIAA, ASCE
Elizabeth Bollinger 
 (Professor Emeritus)
Cord Bowen, IDSA
Fernando Brave, FAIA
Geoffrey Brune, FAIA
Robert Burrow

Sharon Chapman
David Chlebus
Joseph Colaco, Ph.D., PE
Thomas Colbert, AIA
Elizabeth Cordill
Amanda Dean
Cynthia Dehlavi
Tom Diehl, AIA
Jorge Dorribo-Camba

Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture

STAFF & FACULTY



Jeffrey Feng
Duke Fleshman
Wendy W. Fok
Sofia Fonseca de Nino
Stephen Fox
Dietmar Froehlich
Victoria Goldstein
Michael Gonzales
Robert Griffin (Professor Emeritus)
Jack Hanna
Chan Q. Huynh
Megan Jackson
Matthew Johnson, AIA
Donna Kacmar, FAIA
Mark S. Kimbrough
Lannis E. Kirkland
EunSook Kwon, Ph.D., IDSA
Nora Laos, Ph.D.
Robert Lindsey (Professor Emeritus)
Jason Logan
Rafael Longoria, DPACSA
James Elton Madget, III, PE
Gregory Marinic, AIA, IIDA, IFI, IDEC
Joseph Mashburn, FAIA, IDSA
Zui Lig Ng
Peter Noldt
Patricia Belton Oliver, FAIA
Luisa Orto, Ph.D.
Hesam Panahi
Charles Penland

Patrick Peters
Roya Plauché
Ziad Qureshi
James Richards
Shafik Rifaat, AIA, AICP, ASID
Christopher Robertson
Joshua Robbins
Marta Rodriguez, Ph.D.
Susan Rogers
Ronnie Self
Kevin Story, AIA
Rives Taylor, FAIA
James Thomas, FAIA
Evan Twyford
William “Bill” Truitt
John H. Tsai, AIA
Drexel Turner
Vahid Vahdat Zad
Joshua Vanlandingham
Gordon Vos, Ph.D.
Andrew Vrana
Bruce Webb
Adam Wells
Matthew A. Wettergreen, Ph.D.
Steven M. Wilkerson,  
 Ph.D., P.E., ASCE, AISC, SIAM, SEAoT
Dennis Wittry, P.E., S.E.
Marissa Yu
John Zemanek, FAIA
Peter Zweig, FAIA

Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture

FACULTY



Many thanks to our student volunteers for their help in making this event a success.

Alejandro Alberto
Rocio Alonso 
Kayla Armitage 
Royden Buckfield 
Maria Camila Castro 
Keifer Chase
Pita Diaz
Charlie Dominguez 
Andrew Gressett 
Munjer Hashim 
Joey Khong

Lee Mai
Briana Martinez 
Mario Medina 
Jannette Mejia 
Ana Millan
Claudia Morles 
Daniela Olivera-Gomez 
Ami Patel
Vy Truong 
Maia Vexsler
Rosa Zermeno

Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
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122 College of Architecture Building  
Houston, TX 77204-4000

713.743.2400 - uh.edu/architecture


