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Letter from the Dean
Dear Graduate:
	Congratulations on being awarded your degree from 
the University of Houston Law Center. The Houston 
Law degree exemplifies the power of legal education. 

Through your legal education, you learned to think like a lawyer. You learned to 
write precisely, analyze rigorously, advocate persuasively, and uphold the highest 
standards of the legal profession. Joining the ranks of our alumni, you will also 
experience the power of the alumni network. Our alumni are located all across 
the country and have succeeded as litigators, corporate lawyers, public interest 
lawyers, and government attorneys, and indeed in any endeavor that they pursued. 
Our dedicated alumni networks are here to serve you; they will be your biggest 
supporters and mentors. 
	In addition to connecting you with our alumni networks, we offer our graduates 
5-8 free Continuing Legal Education (CLE) courses each year. Please make sure 
that you check our CLE webpage for more information. See www.law.uh.edu/cle/. 
These courses are just one example of our abiding commitment to support our 
graduates. 
	As you begin your professional career, I encourage you to stay in touch with the 
Law Center. You can access our alumni page at www.law.uh.edu/alumni. We want 
to send you our alumni magazine and Law Center updates, such as my Dean’s 
Notes, and information on alumni events. Thus, we need to stay current with 
your email and mailing address. You may send this information and any updates 
to directly to briefcase@uh.edu. I hope you will get involved with the UH Law 
Alumni Association, which is a large and very active community that will enrich 
your professional and personal lives. The Association will also benefit from your 
participation. 
	On behalf of the entire Law Center community, best wishes for a successful career. 
I feel like the “proud poppa” when I consider your accomplishments. I am honored 
that you are now part of our vast alumni network. I look forward to greeting you at 
alumni functions. Please feel free to call on me if I may ever be of assistance.
Warmest regards,
		
	
Leonard M. Baynes 
Dean and Professor of Law



University of Houston 
UH Law Center

Convocation
Saturday, May 16, 2015, 2 p.m. 
Hofheinz Pavilion

	 PRELUDE	 Selection performed by the Houston Lyric Brass

	 PROCESSIONAL	 Triumphal March from Aida (Verdi) 

	 NATIONAL ANTHEM	 Sung by Kate Gigliotti

	 WELCOME AND RECOGNITION	 Dean Leonard M. Baynes 
	 OF DISTINGUISHED GUESTS

	 COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS	 Justice Eva Guzman 
		  Supreme Court of Texas

	 HOODING	 Zachary Bray 
		  Assistant Professor of Law

		  David R. Dow 
		  University Distinguished Professor

	 CLASS SPEAKER	 LaDelle Davenport 
		  Class of 2015

	 WELCOME FROM ALUMNI	 Tom Hetherington (’98) 
		  President, Law Alumni Association

	 CLOSING REMARKS	 Dean Baynes

	 RECESSIONAL	 Rondeau (Mouret) 

A reception in honor of the graduates will be held at the Law Center 
immediately following the commencement. All graduates, their guests, faculty, 

and other distinguished guests are cordially invited to attend.



Spring 2015

Doctor of Jurisprudence 
Temitope S. Are
Ian Kelly Armstrong
Ahmed Davut Atik
Erik Kenna Avots-Avotins
Kaitlyn Bailey
Geovanni Barrios
Joshua David Behnke
Daniel Patrick Beiter
Krystle Leigh Billings
Emily C. Brlansky
Melissa Michelle Broadway
Grant Stephen Buchanan
Judith Zoe Cadore
Miriam Ayde Camero
Matthew Tyler Cameron 2
Brandon Raymond Cammack
Meredith Ann Carr
Krista Chan
Nimra J. Chowdhry
Michael Curtis Cline 2
Gregory Daniel Cobbs
Benjamin Avi Cohen-Kurzrock 2
Simone Colson
Joshua Cooper
Pierce Thomas Cox
Joseph R. Crawford
Veronica D. Cruz 3
Max Curry
Viridiana Darby
LaDelle Davenport 3
Juan Carlos De Las Cuevas
Annelise Elizabeth DeFrank
Taylor Paul Denson 3
Samy Diab
William Patrick Dinnin

Melody Duarte
Kevin Thomas Dyer
Ashley Joan Ellerin
Yong Jeong Eoh
Yana Luiza Erler
Kevin Andrew Falvo
Arshin Faridifar
Paloma Victoria Feghali
Betty Feng
Lauren A. Fisher Flores
Cedrick Davion Forrest
Benjamin Friedman
Matthew Gaffron
Alan J. Garcia
Karla Vanessa Garcia
Andrew Joseph Geppert 2
Silva Gevorkyan
John M. Ghrist
Courtney Giles 3
Julia Gill
Shane Thomas Gilroy
Brooke Augusta-Bure Glidden
Matthew Coleman Goode
Brooke N. Granger 2
Austin I. Gray 2
James David Gray
Lee Nichalis Green
Russell Wesley Gryder 3
Holly Gummert
Tracie Marie Hall
Katherine Harding 3
Evan Harlow
Keith Harris
Ozair Hasan
Lisa Michelle Hasenberg 1
Crystal Henry

¹ Summa Cum Laude - ² Magna Cum Laude - ³ Cum Laude
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Dylan C. Hickey
Marcelo Alejandro Hoffmann
Zachary Jack Hoffmann
Lara Paige Hogue
Chuck Hooten
Richard Weldon Howard
Travis Leon Huehlefeld
Lauren Antoinette Hurst
Brian Edward Hutchison
Katie Nicole Jackson
Andrea Christine James
Erik Owen Janitens
Mark Alan Jessup
Dominique Johnson
Grant Johnson
Patrick Johnson
Megan Mikutis Keimig
Ruben Tyler Kendrick 2
Robert Eric Kent
John Edward Kettler
Maha Khalil
Rafi R.. Khan
Mashhood Sayyed Khawar
Esther S. Kim
Jeffrey Michael Kirk
Darina A. Koleva 3
Katherine Greer Kuras
Drew Morgan Kwartler
Theresa Elizabeth Langley 3
Kyungsil Lee 2
Keith Lefkowitz
Kim Lewinski
Yiwei Liu
Dana Alexandria Lizik
Lance Mitchell Luckenbach
Philip James Macfarlane
Veronica Faye Manning 3
Gordon Martens 1
Carolyn Kramer McCormick 3

Ryan James McGrew
Andrea Memovic 2
Nicholas Anthony Milazzo
Patrick M. Miller
Alison Claire Mills 3
Kevin Patrick Mitchell
Pooneh Azandaryani Momeni
Moises Morales
Diana Christine Moreland
Janna Marie Mouret 3
Laila Maria Nabi
Laura Kelley Napoli
Ritika Narayanan
Clay Stuart Nelson
Samantha Anne Newman
Ingrida Mara Norbergs
Sean M. O’Connor
Lance Edward Oelke
Chukwudiogo Chisom Onyenezi
Adiah A. Oreyomi
Lena Gayoun Park
Alicia Victoria Patterson
Eglantine M. Pauvarel Moss
Amanda Danielle Pesonen 2
Anna J. Phillips
Cullen G. Pick
Nicholas Raymond Pierce
Nousheen Sadruddin Pirani
Marcus Lewis Rabinowitz 1
Samantha Gilley Rachlin
Kyle Christopher Rafferty
Daniel Scott Rakes
Lauren Elizabeth Randle
Monica Jade Raspino 2
Daniel Anthony Ray 3
Weston Prescott Ray
Jayme Michelle Reisler 3
Estella Mae Rendall
Leigh Ann Ressler

¹ Summa Cum Laude - ² Magna Cum Laude - ³ Cum Laude
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Nicholas E. Reynolds
Stephen Frank Myers Risley
Kelly Young Rizzo
Jeffrey Randall Roeser 2
Arthur R. Rogers
Destinee Kaitlynn Stamper Roman 1
Cassy Eva Romano 3
Megan Lee Roper
Rebecca Michele Rosen-Sheff
Andrew Furman Ross
Jason P. Rudloff 3
Kyrie Leigh Ruiz 1
Michael Francis Ryan
Barrett Bruce Schitka 2
Brandon Curtis Schrecengost
Edward Bethel Seeger III 3
Palak Jyontindra Shah
Suleha Fazal Shaikh
Rebecca Anne Shore
Jennifer Ryan Sims
Matthew Alexander Skelton
Stephen P. Small
D’Anna Shea Smith
Jennifer Beth Smith
Kayleigh Kristine Smith
Brian Srubar 2
Clayton M. Suitt
James Noel Sutton
Marshall Swanson
Vincent X. Tang
Bradan Taylor Thomas
Sabra Gerard Thomas 3
Michael Topping 2
Andrew David Truelove
Clara Tse
John Cotton Turner
Anthony Urbanik
David Velasquez
Jamison B. Walters

Valerie Ann Weber 3
Rebekah A. Wendt
Karrie Elizabeth Wheatley
Aysegul Williams
Kaitlyn Janelle Williams
Alexandra Morit Wolf
Yan Xu

Master of Laws
Adelabu Olusegun Adepoju
Yaw Aduboffour
Ira Aghai
Gertrude Uzo Akpenyi
Lotachukwu Chinwoke Akpuokwe
Matthew Andre Anziani
Mauricio Armando Arroyo
Talia Attar
Lisa Marlene Bohmer
Ester Bonafonte Mārquez
Erin Marie Lucas Bullard
Carlos Eduardo Calderon Diaz
George Silva Castro
Patrick Alexandro Chinchilla
Carrie Lynn Cogburn
Bradley Addair Cook
Aditi N. Datar
Yury Imanol De la Flor Patino
Jamal Christopher Dehtho Jr.
Gemma Fern Dreelan
Tabrez Yusuf Ebrahim
Oghogho Violet Eguasa
Abinteh Hans Ejobi
Mariana Fajardo
Olugbenga Fawehinmi
Alejandro Fereira Estrada
Laura Elizabeth Fierro
Vanessa Thomazetto Finzetto
Polina Gaddy
Mark Anthony Gonnering



Juan Manuel Gonzalez Jr.
Michael L. Harrison, Jr.
Rodrigo Hernández Arguelles
Michael Anthony Herrin
Vanessa Lynn Johnson
Victoria Nyambura Karugu
Young Yuel Kim
Elijah M. King
Keland Duvall Lewis
Eva Maria Lopez Ramirez
Ephraim Andre’ Lucas
Chanelle Nicole Mack
Elliot Wayne McCardle
Edidiong Mendie
Kenyon Kirkpatrick Moore
Gina Mirembe Nabeta
Keren Nissan
Grihobou Roland Nombre
Peace Nsoko Nkwor
Ernest Ntanda
Chigoziri Ogechi Nwakanma
Chimaobi O. Nwankwo
Cynthia C. Odika

Oluwayosola Abiodun Onanuga
Oluwatosin Oluwaseyi Oni
Elida Pineda Ortuno
Osasere Omoze Osazuwa
Oluwaseun I. Osomo
Stephen Daniel Perry
Kärt Pormeister
Evans M. Sackey
Mariana Sequeira Da Costa Figueiredo
Sharbel Antoine Sfeir
Sheena Shaghaghi
Saida Sharipova
Justin James Sheard
Grace Habiba Sule
Sean Christopher Timmons
Laura Ely Torres-Cot
Andrea Katalin Tóth
Matthew Chukwuemeka Ugbana
Ezinwanne Cherish Ukabam
Lavern J. Walker
Carmerna Cegusta Yeke
Gerald Lee Zimmerer

Fall 2014

Doctor of Jurisprudence
Travis Garrett Beerwinkle
Charlotte Shenandoah Dischert
Daniel Franklin Dries
Preston Scott Ehlers
Daniel Patrick Gardner
David Robert Garrett
Jereme Jackson Gray
Kathryn Noël Gray
Jessica Ireton 2
Melanie Ann Koltermann
Monica Enyette Mensah

Katherine James Ray
Jennifer Sheedy
Lee David Snelgrove
Jeffrey Suminto To
Tracey Gabrielle Toll
William Hughes Usnick
Armando Walle

Master of Laws
Carlos Alberto Ayala Guarneri
Cynthia Bermudez
Valli Shobhana Challa

UH Law Center
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¹ Summa Cum Laude - ² Magna Cum Laude - ³ Cum Laude
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Peter Christie
Mallory Joy Craig
Maggie Elizabeth Ferrell
Elizabeth Bazan Hawkins
Yusra Khalid
Valerie Longmire-Jefferis
Samuel Ernesto Mantilla

Gideon Obi
Simisola Olukolu
Huiyi Qiu
Shanisha Yvette Smith
Maria Eugenia Stanley
Peter Oviemuno Usionya
Marines Jose Velasquez

Summer 2015

Doctor of Jurisprudence
Prajna Shivachar

Master of Laws
Vanessa Griddine-Jones
Barrie Hansen
Anatasia N. Kirichenko
Ana Patrus



¹ Summa Cum Laude - ² Magna Cum Laude - ³ Cum Laude

Administration

Leonard M. Baynes 
Dean and Professor of Law

Marcilynn A. Burke 
Associate Dean and  
Associate Professor of Law

Russ Gibbs 
Associate Dean for External Affairs

Sondra R. Tennessee 
Associate Dean for Student Affairs

Kathy A. Brannon 
Assistant Dean for External Affairs

Jamie West Dillon 
Assistant Dean for Admissions

Allison H. Regan 
Assistant Dean for Career Development

Janet B. Heppard 
Director of Clinical Programs and  
Clinical Associate Professor

Jim Lawrence 
Director of Blakely Advocacy Institute

Merle Morris 
Co-Director of Lawyering Skills and 
Strategies and Clinical Assistant Professor

Spencer L. Simons 
Director, O’Quinn Library and Associate 
Professor of Law

Tobi Tabor 
Co-Director of Lawyering Skills and 
Strategies and Clinical Assistant Professor

Carrie A. Criado 
Executive Director of Communications  
and Marketing

MyBao Nguyen 
Director of Business Operations

UH Law Center

ADMINISTRATION



UH Law Center

FACULTY

Faculty

Richard M. Alderman 
Kafah Bachari
Leonard M. Baynes
Janet Beck 
Emily Berman
Erma C. Bonadero
Zachary Bray
Raymond L. Britton
Aaron-Andrew P. Bruhl
G. Sidney Buchanan (emeritus)
Johnny Rex Buckles
Marcilynn A. Burke
Darren Bush
Seth J. Chandler
Anthony Chase
David Crump
Richard F. Dole Jr. 
John J. Douglass (emeritus)
David R. Dow
Meredith J. Duncan
Eliezer Ereli (emeritus)
Barbara J. Evans
David Fagundes (visiting professor)
Jim Hawkins
Whitney W. Heard
Janet M. Heppard
James E. Herget (emeritus)
Tracy Hester
Geoffrey Hoffman
Lonny Hoffman
Stephen K. Huber (emeritus)
Paul M. Janicke
Craig Joyce
Robert L. Knauss (emeritus)
Sapna Kumar

David Y. Kwok
Peter Linzer
Jacqueline D. Lipton
Jessica Lind Mantel
Ellen Marrus
Rick McElvaney
John Mixon (emeritus)
Douglas K. Moll
Geraldine S. Moohr (emeritus)
Merle Morris
Thomas C. Newhouse (emeritus)
Raymond T. Nimmer
Thomas J. Oldham
Michael A. Olivas
Laura E. Oren (emeritus)
Robert C. Palmer
Jordan J. Paust
Susan S. Rachlin
Robert A. Ragazzo
D. Theodore Rave
Jessica L. Roberts
Joseph Sanders
Jon S. Schultz (emeritus)
Ronald L. Scott
Robert P. Schuwerk (emeritus) 
Ira B. Shepard (emeritus)
Spencer L. Simons
Lauren Simpson
William P. Streng
Tobi Tabor
Sandra Guerra Thompson
Lisa Tilton-McCarthy
Ronald Turner
Lori Twomey
Greg R. Vetter



Jacqueline L. Weaver
Bret Wells
Tasha Willis

Kellen Zale
Stephen Zamora

Adjunct Faculty 2014-2015

Judge Georgia Akers
Natalie Alfaro
Yocel Alonso
Jeffrey Anapolsky
Ray Ashburg
Paul H. Asofsky
Christopher V. Bacon
Craig M. Bergez
Emily Bolon
Theodore R. Borrego
Lynn Bortka
Justice William J. Boyce
Timothy S. Braley
John Brewer
Charles Brown
Judge Susan Brown
John A. Buckley Jr.
Franklin G. Bynum
Larry A. Campagna
Maria-Vittoria Giugi Carminati
Daragh John M. Carter
Donna S. Clark
David P. Cunningham
Daniel W. Davis
Mickey R. Davis
Willie Ben Daw III
Alistair B. Dawson
Ali Dhanani
Sashe D. Dimitroff
Linda I. Dole
Arthur M. Dula

Christopher Dykes
Andrew M. Edison
Charles R. Eskridge
Zandra E. Foley
John-Thomas Foster
Valerie K. Friedrich
Jack C. Frels
Edward F. Gallagher 
David Gerger
Mark D. Goranson
Julie D. Gray
Michael J. Griffin III
Judge George C. Hanks Jr.
Lawrence W. Hanson
Amy E. Hawk
Eleanor B. Haynes
Judge Belinda Hill
James J. Hippard Jr.
Mark S. Hoose
Sharon E. Hormann
Jacqueline Houlette
Robert H. Hughes Jr.
Alex Hunt
Richard A. Husseini
Charles Irvine
Clyde Jackson III
Charles J. Jacobus
Cassandra Jeu
Alexander L. Kaplan
Daniel J. Kasprzak
Tara Kelly



UH Law Center
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David R. Keyes
Douglas E. Koger
Paul E. Krieger
Daniel Kroll
Kathleen Cooper Lake
Daniella D. Landers
E. Daniel Leightman
Tracy L. Leissner
Kevin P. Lewis
Melanie Chris Long
Ryan J. Maierson
Jani J. Maselli
Judge Sylvia A. Matthews
Ryan  McConnell 
Roni S. Mihaly
Susham M. Modi
William Raymond Moore III
Michael D. Morfey
Ewell E. Murphy Jr.
Jeff Newberry
John W. Newton III
Angela Odensky
Edward C. Osterberg Jr.
Stephen P. Pate
William Peterson
Jim Perdue Sr.
Kenneth R. Phillips

Ignacio Pinto-León
Robert M. Roach Jr.
Judge Lee H. Rosenthal
Janet L. Rushing
George M. Secrest
Shahzado Shaikh
Scott A. Sherman
Richard Sherry
Eugene J. Silva II
James W. Skelton Jr.
Frank F. Smith
Alison Sulentic
David Tiede
Gus G. Tamborello
John Jack Townsend
John F. Unger
Juan F. Vasquez Jr.
Judge Juan F. Vasquez Sr.
Judge Vanessa Velasquez
Ramón G. Viada III
Odean L. Volker
Laranda Walker
Ronald Wardell
Bob Wicoff
Kristy Williams
John T. Woodruff
Denney L. Wright

Visiting/Lecturer Faculty

David Bender
Katherine Brem
Daniel D. Brennan
Julian Cardenas-Garcia
Richard R. Carlson
Nicole B. Casarez
Dr. Michael S. Ewer

Patricia Gray
Robert B. Johnson
Norman Nadorff
Ruthie Piller
Susan L. Sakmar
Ben H. Sheppard Jr.
Barbara J. Stalder

D. C. Toedt III
François-Xavier Train
Gordon R. Walker
Allison Winnike
William J. Winslade



Board of Directors

President
Tom Hetherington (’98)

President-Elect
Richard Whiteley (’99)

Vice President
Susan L. Bickley (’84)

Secretary
Cynthia M. Mabry (’10)

Directors
Bradley J. Aiken (’07)

Brian Boyle (’04)
Alice A. Brown (’82)

Clayton Forswall (’11)
Laura Gibson (’85)

Warren W. Harris (’88)
The Hon. Reece Rondon (’95)

Kris Thomas (’83)
Laura M. Trenaman (’97)

Ex Officio
Bill Jackson (’92)

UH Law Center

UH LAW ALUMNI ASSOCIATION



UH Law Center

UH LAW FOUNDATION

Board of Directors

President
Mr. Jeff C. Dodd (’79)

President-Elect/Second Vice President
Mr. Thomas Kirkendall (’79)

Past President/Second Vice President
Mr. William Maynard (’73) 

Directors
Dean Leonard M. Baynes
Ms. Patrice Ferguson (’89)

Mr. Dan Fontaine (’82) 
Mr. Tom Hetherington (’98) 

Mr. William “Bill” Jackson (’92) 
Mr. Gregory King (’85) 
Mr. Stephen Koch (’92) 

Ms. Judy Lee (80) 
Mr. Marvin D. Nathan (’66) 
Mr. James “Jim” Roach (’82) 

Mr. Robert (“Bob”) Schick (’81) 
Mr. Brad Tucker (’79)

Mr. John T. Unger (’77)
Mr. William “Willie” Wood (’84) 

Advisory Directors
Mr. D. Jansing Baker (’73)

Mr. Denis Braham (’79)
Jim M. Perdue, Jr. (’93)

Mr. Stephen D. Susman 
Senator Royce B. West (’79)

Emeritus Directors
Charles W. Matthews (’70)
Mr. Lawrence J. Pirtle (’66)

Mr. Leonard B. Rosenberg (’53)
Mr. Alvin L. Zimmerman (’67)



UH Law Center

AUTOGRAPHS AND MEMORIES



U
N

IV
E
R

SITY OF HOU
S
T
O

N

f

ounded 1927





100 Law Center  
Houston, TX 77204-6060

713.743.2100 - uh.edu/law


