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Letter from the Dean

Dear College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics Graduate, 

Congratulations! Today we celebrate a milestone in your life; I hope you will reflect 
on all that this achievement means.

 • �The degree that will appear on your transcript is an indelible testimony to 
your hard work and mastery of challenging mathematical and scientific 
subject matter.

 • �Your degree is the foundation upon which you will build as you continue to 
learn throughout your lifetime.

 • �Most importantly, the degree you have earned represents great potential for 
secure employment, a better quality of life, and the achievement of your goals.

This academic year, NSM is also celebrating a milestone – our 40th Anniversary! 
Prior to fall 1976, NSM was part of UH’s College of Arts and Sciences. We’ll have 
a variety of events commemorating our 40th year of bold research, bold teaching, 
and bold students. We are proud to have you as part of our rich history of education 
and innovation.

As you leave this campus, you will carry with you the knowledge your professors 
shared with you, the wisdom you gained as you matured, and the personal 
experiences, professional connections, and friendships that will last a lifetime.

My best wishes for much success and happiness.

Sincerely,

￼

Dan E. Wells 
Dean

40Years
UH COLLEGE OF NATURAL SCIENCES & MATHEMATICS

BOLD Research
BOLD Teaching
BOLD Students



University of Houston
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and Mathematics

Convocation
Friday, December 16, 2016, 2 p.m. 
Hofheinz Pavilion

	 PROCESSIONAL	 Moores School of Music Brass Quintet

	 PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS	 UH ROTC Color Guard

	 NATIONAL ANTHEM	 ManCorps

	 WELCOME	 Dan E. Wells 
	 AND INTRODUCTORY REMARKS	 Dean

	 STUDENT ADDRESS	 Thuy Nhu Leora Truong

	 PRESENTATION OF	 Ian Evans 
	 ACADEMIC HONORS	 Associate Dean, Undergraduate Studies

	 RECOGNITION OF 4.0 STUDENT	 Associate Dean Evans

	 PRESENTATION OF	 Dean Wells 
	 DEGREE CANDIDATES	

		  Andrew Hamilton 
		  Associate Dean, Student Success

		  Anne Delcour 
		  Associate Dean, Graduate Studies

		  Department Chairs

	 CLOSING REMARKS	 Dean Wells

	 ALMA MATER	 ManCorps

	 RECESSIONAL	 Moores School of Music Brass Quintet



Administration

Dan E. Wells, Ph.D. 
Dean

James Briggs, Ph.D. 
Associate Dean, Faculty Affairs

Anne Delcour, Ph.D. 
Associate Dean, Graduate Studies

Ian Evans, Ph.D. 
Associate Dean, Undergraduate Studies

Andrew Hamilton, Ph.D. 
Associate Dean, Student Success

T. Randall Lee, Ph.D. 
Associate Dean, Research

Department Chairs

Amy K. Sater, Ph.D. 
Biology and Biochemistry

David Hoffman, Ph.D. 
Chemistry

Jaspal Subhlok, Ph.D. 
Computer Science

Hua-wei Zhou, Ph.D. 
Earth and Atmospheric Sciences

Matthew Nicol, Ph.D. 
Mathematics

Gemunu Gunaratne, Ph.D. 
Physics

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

LEADERSHIP



College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

CONVOCATION TRADITIONS

Academic Regalia

The costume of the participants in the academic procession dates back to the 14th 
century. Academic institutions in the United States adopted a code of academic 
dress in 1895.

Gowns: The bachelor’s gown has long pointed sleeves while the master’s gown has 
an oblong sleeve open at the wrists. The doctoral gown is fuller with full-length 
velvet panels on the front and three velvet crossbars on each sleeve in black or the 
color distinctive to the subject of the wearer’s degree.

Hoods: The hood, worn by master’s and doctoral degree recipients, drapes over the 
shoulders and down the back and indicates the subject to which the degree pertains 
and the university that conferred the degree. The size of the hood indicates the 
level of the degree.

Caps: The black mortarboard is the most common cap used. The tassel fastened in 
the center is worn in the left front quadrant after the degree is conferred. It is black 
or the color appropriate to the subject of the degree.

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

	 BACHELOR’S DEGREE	 Tassel: Golden Yellow

	 MASTER’S DEGREE	 Hood: Golden Yellow 
		  Tassel: Black

	 DOCTORAL DEGREE	 Hood: Dark Blue 
		  Tassel: Red



Convocation Banner Bearers

The banners in the College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics Convocation are 
carried by outstanding students from each department.

	 UNIVERSITY BANNER	 Thuy Nhu Leora Truong 
		  4.0 Graduate

	 COLLEGE BANNER	 Michael Craig Ticer

	 DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY 	 Trishna Bhagirath Parikh 
	 AND BIOCHEMISTRY	

	 DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY	 Randa Hassan Al Saadi

	 DEPARTMENT OF	 Jon Jerico Ancheta Calanio 
	 COMPUTER SCIENCE

	 DEPARTMENT OF EARTH AND	 Robert Edward Gibler 
	 ATMOSPHERIC SCIENCES

	 DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS	 Felicia Davina Ebhodaghe

	 DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS	 Ryan Patrick Hannigan

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

CONVOCATION TRADITIONS



Academic Honors

Academic honors are based on the requirements of the catalog year students enter 
the university. The final designation for honors is determined by the Provost’s 
Office upon final completion of all degree requirements.

Pre-Fall 2010 Catalog

Undergraduate students who complete their degree requirements under any 
catalog prior to Fall 2010 will graduate with the stated academic honors if they 
achieve the following grade point averages earned in the last 66 hours completed at 
the University of Houston.

	 3.75 TO 4.0	 Summa Cum Laude (with Highest Honors)

	 3.50 TO 3.74	 Magna Cum Laude (with High Honors)

	 3.25 TO 3.49	 Cum Laude (with Honors)

Fall 2010 Catalog to Present

Undergraduate students who complete their degree requirements under, and since, 
the Fall 2010 catalog will graduate with the stated academic honors if they achieve 
the following grade point averages earned in the last 54 hours completed at the 
University of Houston.

	 3.90 TO 4.0	 Summa Cum Laude (with Highest Honors)

	 3.70 TO 3.89	 Magna Cum Laude (with High Honors)

	 3.50 TO 3.69	 Cum Laude (with Honors)

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

HONORS



¹ Summa Cum Laude - ² Magna Cum Laude - ³ Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearers

Fall 2016

Doctor of Philosophy
Biochemistry
Jong Hwan Kim

Advisor: Robert Schwartz, Ph.D.

Sagar Laxman Patil
Advisor: Preethi Gunaratne, Ph.D.

Iris Nira Smith
Advisor: James M. Briggs, Ph.D.

Nicolas Valenzuela
Advisor: Robert Schwartz, Ph.D.

Biology
Sridevi Addanki

Advisor: Chin-Yo Lin, Ph.D.

Ata Kalirad
Advisor: Ricardo Azevedo, Ph.D.

Heather Renee Votaw
Advisor: Elizabeth Ostrowski, Ph.D.

Bingjun Zhang
Advisor: Ricardo Azevedo, Ph.D.

Chemistry
Haoqing Chen

Advisor: Chengzhi Cai, Ph.D.

Xiaoqin Jiang
Advisor: Karl Kadish, Ph.D.

Allen Charles Kelley
Advisor: Eric Bittner, Ph.D.

Orawan Khantamat
Advisor: T. Randall Lee, Ph.D.

Dien The Ngo
Advisor: Steven Baldelli, Ph.D.

James Patrick Roane
Advisor: Olafs Daugulis, Ph.D.

Hao Zhang
Advisor: Allan Jacobson, Ph.D.

Zhiling Zhu
Advisor: Chengzhi Cai, Ph.D.

Computer Science
Fatih Akdag

Advisor: Christoph F. Eick, Ph.D.

Siddhartha Jana
Advisor: Edgar Gabriel, Ph.D.

Yu Li
Advisor: Albert Cheng, Ph.D.

Toan Bao Nguyen
Advisor: Nikolaos Tsekos, Ph.D.

Behnaz Sanati
Advisor: Albert Cheng, Ph.D.

Salah Aldeen Mohammed  
Mahmoud Taamneh
Advisor: Ioannis Pavlidis, Ph.D.

Li Wei
Advisor: Shishir Shah, Ph.D.

Geology
Kivanc Biber

Advisor: Shuhab Khan, Ph.D.

John Matthew Cannon
Advisor: Michael Murphy, Ph.D.

Yiduo Liu
Advisor: Michael Murphy, Ph.D.

Geophysics
Riddhi Ajay Dave

Advisor: Aibing Li, Ph.D.

Qi Huang
Advisor: Yingcai Zheng, Ph.D.

Zhao Li
Advisor: Evgeni Chesnokov, Ph.D.

Kefei Lu
Advisor: Evgeni Chesnokov, Ph.D.

Ramya Ravindranathan
Advisor: Evgeni Chesnokov, Ph.D.

Lin Wu
Advisor: John Castagna, Ph.D.

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION



¹ Summa Cum Laude - ² Magna Cum Laude - ³ Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearers

Jian Zhou
Advisor: John Castagna, Ph.D.

Mathematics
Ananya Chaturvedi

Advisor: Gordon Heier, Ph.D.

Rahul Kumar
Advisor: Roland Glowinski, Ph.D.

Hung Zen Liao
Advisor: Min Ru, Ph.D.

Changan Liu
Advisor: Krešimir Josić, Ph.D.

Thomas Christian Weber
Advisor: William Ott, Ph.D.

Physics
Ivy Berlinda Ahiabu

Advisor: Oomman Varghese, Ph.D.

Damien Michael Alexander
Advisor: Ed Hungerford, Ph.D.

Babu Bhandari
Advisor: Lisa Whitehead, Ph.D.

Lijian Chen
Advisor: Gemunu Gunaratne, Ph.D.

Emmanuel Njumbe Epie
Advisor: Wei-Kan Chu, Ph.D.

Hengrui Fang
Advisor: Wu-Pei Su, Ph.D.

Qiang Fu
Advisor: Arthur Weglein, Ph.D.

Jon Christopher Golden
Advisor: Vassiliy Lubchenko, Ph.D.

Ran He
Advisor: Zhifeng Ren, Ph.D.

Kalyan Sasmal
Advisor: Wei-Kan Chu, Ph.D.

Jing Shuai
Advisor: Zhifeng Ren, Ph.D.

Aida Torabi
Advisor: Oomman Varghese, Ph.D.

Master of Arts
Mathematics
William B. Kuhn
Sherry Yan-Shiaw Liu
Nyemb Nyemb
Bradford Charles Smith

Master of Science
Applied Mathematics
Kuikui Gao
Rohit Girmaji
Vibha Jain
Krithika Rathinakumar
Homayoon Seyed Shobeiri
Atmospheric Sciences
Luis Enrique Ackermann
Chemistry
Ayomide Babatunde Omopariola
Computer Science
Abdulelah Abdullah H. Altuaimi
Arthur P. Dunbar
Christopher Michael Elsik
Marcus William Hervey
Huijie Li
Yiwen Shi
Pradheebaa Srinivas
Randal Scott Staewen
Geology
Virginia Alonso De Linaje De Nicolas
Ross Anthony Andrea
Austin T. Childers
Yucel Deniz Erdal
Eddie D. Hargrove
Shaikh Muhammad Aamir Iqbal
Joseph Francis Zimowski
Geophysics
Daniel R. Alvarado
Thomas George Amentini
Nicholas Andrew Brooks
Zuralmy Andrea Camacho Carrera

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION



Austin C. Jumper
Lingfei Mao
Richard Allen Pagel
Seckin Polat
Salar Rahimi Zaynal
Vaughn Marie Robla
Marcus David Terry
Zhili Wei

Bachelor of Arts
Earth Science
Marcela Acosta 
Mathematics
Denice Castillo 
Physics
Robert Garcia 

Bachelor of Science
Biochemical and Biophysical Sciences
Patrick Trevor Arnold 
Gerges A. Ayad 
Matthew Alan Cook 
Kayla Cordova 
Suzan Ahmad Deek 
Lindsey Vaughn Feeback 
Cynthia Viridiana Hernandez 
Ravin Huerta 
Zhuo Yu Khaw 2
Sean Litzinger 
Andrew Phi Nguyen 
Minh Trang M. Nguyen 
Andre I. Obimah 
Heather Kay Payne 
Wesley Corbin Reader 
Savjona Rexho 
Jose Alejandro Reyes 2
Kelsey S. Rylands 1
Steven Patrick Smith 
Ray Alonso Torres 
My-Khanh Gabrielle Tran 
Sophia Pham Tran 

Pamela Valdes Velasco 
Hong Anh Thuy Vu 
Adam Patrick White 
Biology
Kevin Benny 3
Immaculate D. Bongham 
Haley Carrillo 2
Selena Cepeda 
Tiffany Chan 2
David Chavez 3
David Christopher Concepcion 
Valentina De Lara 
Danielle Avery Dickinson 
Khang An Do 
Lina Nadine Elhaj 
Dariana Carolina Estrada 
Marissa R. Evans 3
Yareth Flores 
Heather Renee Freeman 
Glenn Frutiz 3
Jordan Nichole Fuller 
Ana Laura Gonzalez Rovira 
April Guerra 
Mohammad Hamideh 
Steve T. Han 
Kierra R. Handy 
Edward Alan Harris 3
Kathy Truong-Dan Hoang 
Ngoctran Danielle Hoang 
Ali Ishaq 
Christalina J. John 
Ashif Faridalli Kabani 3
Ambereen Faisal Khan 
Donovan Quocviet Lephuoc 
Duo Ma 
Thu Q. Mai 2
Alexa E. Martinez 3
Jasmine Dominique Martinez 
Amberly M. McGee 
Breanna Raquell McKinsey 
Kaitlyn McWhorter 3

¹ Summa Cum Laude - ² Magna Cum Laude - ³ Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearers

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION



Brandi Nichole Medina 3
Elson Reece Mendoza 
Ruhina Merani 
Kylee Dawn Milton 
Aimen Mohsin 
Rachel Moisiuc 
Diana I. Morales 
Jose Muñiz 
Binh X. Ngo 2
Tien Nhu Nguyen 
Vinh Nguyen 
Alec C. Ohanian 3
Ana Enriqueta Ojeda-Prias 2
Claudia Orzechowska 
Andrea Lynn Owens 
Trishna B. Parikh 1, 4
Hayden Mark Parrish 
Chintan P. Patel 
Andrea Marie Pelaez 
Dung Anh Pham 
Jonathan Fung Quach 
Jaqueline Marie Ramirez 
Ramiro Jose Rangel 
Christine Reyes 
Armando Javier Rivera 
Saif Shaikh 
Ramon Gerardo Sinecio-Perez 
Jordy M. Soto 
Maria Isabel Soto 
Zoe D. Steele 
Kunihiro Takei 
Daniel Raymond Temple 
Robin Torres 
Danny Vu Tran 2
Demi Tran 2
Zachary John Tregre 
Thuy Nhu L. Truong 1, 4
Tina H. Vu 
Tung Thanh Vu 2
Alvina S. Waqar 
Jasmyne M. Williams 
Benjamin Wu 

Chemistry
Randa Hassan Al Saadi 2, 4

Hawra Ali H. Bin Saad 3
Thuy D. Cao 3
Marco Benjamin Gutierrez 
Seung Woo Hong 
Karey Taylor Kramer 
Hector Guillermo Martinez 
Deborah Denise Phelps 3
Maria Eugenia Rincon Nigro 
Christopher Sadikin 
Paola Vinueza 
Lianbo Zhang 
Computer Science
Orlando David Balderas 
Jon Jerico Ancheta Calanio 1, 4
Travis Chase Chesnutt 
Kendrick Chavis Choate 
Gabriela Cruz 
Nguyen Q. Doan 
Levi Jacob Dooley 
John-Michael Faircloth 
Arby John Evangelista Gudes 
Joshua William Hart 
Jophy Johnson 
Neil P. Labrador 
Anthony Phillip Ladin 
Michael Lagrasso 
Ka Wo Lum 2
Saad S. Mall 
Thien D. Nguyen 
Benjamin Sherman 
Wen Sen Tang 
Steven Wayne Theck 
Andrew D. Thompson 
Aliza Uddin 
Joshua A. Wilburn 
Computer Science – Business
Randall S. Best 
Javier F. Espinoza 
Anthony N. Eustachon 3

¹ Summa Cum Laude - ² Magna Cum Laude - ³ Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearers
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CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION



Deyi Kong 
Ali Abdallah Salim 
Erkan Sen 
Duy T. Ta 2
Jenny Nguyen Tran 
Computer Science – Science
Tyler G. Allen 
Devin G. Bellomy 3
Sebastian Bonilla 
Nicholas Lee Boros 2
Shannon Leigh Furr 
John M. Grzehowiak 
Weston Andrew Hodge 
John L. Hudson 
Tuan Van Le 
Elizabeth Nhu Thuy Pham 2
Carlos Gabriel Romero 
Alejandro F. Sifuentes 3
Joel Adelbert Swift 
Michael Craig Ticer 1, 4
Quan Anh Tran 3
Patrick Tse 
Environmental Sciences
Lauren Rebbecca Boggs 
Debjani Chakravarty 
Daniel Knez Navarro 
Mallory Lauren Mayes 
Natacha Restrepo 
Nikhil Jacob Schneider 3

Geology
Kamal Navin Chellaram 
Charles A. Clapsaddle 
Eleanor Mei Dietz 
Nnaemeka K. Dimiri 
Blanca E. Echeverria 
Matthew T. Edwards 
Robert Gibler 2, 4

Nathalie Vanessa Gonzalez Escobar 
Tessa M. Klein 
Roman A. Konovalov 
Daisy Macias 

Omar Hanif Mohammad 
Dinora Olvera 
Wei Hsun Tao 
Katherine Lubov Wheeler 
Geophysics
Sanam Amirova 
Mark Anthony Bulan 
Elaine V. Chen 
Ailea Mairin Dingman 
Divin Ekogha Diarra 
Luis Edward Garcia 
Robert Gibler 2, 4

Ivette Gonzalez 
Sarah Elizabeth Hinojosa 
Jed M. Klayme 
Xinyan Li 1
Andrew J. Mazis 
Debra Ann Moseley 
Janice Sarah M. Navarro 
Evans Awere Onyango 
Samira Rsayeva 
Elizabeth Magdalena Torres 
Jennifer J. Torres 
Danh Tran 
Aaron Zuniga Vigil 
Honors Biomedical Sciences
Lenexa Juliet Frances Morais 1

Mathematical Biology
Nicholas J. Arend 
Virginia E. Drake 
Anh Le Ngoc Hoang 
Noor Reja Khan 
Sarah S. Mughal 
Minali Nileshbhai Patel 
Mathematics
Jordan L. Chapel 
Ricardo L. Chiappe 
Eduardo Corona Martinez 
Eric De Leon 
Felicia Davina Ebhodaghe 2, 4

Marco Escobar 

¹ Summa Cum Laude - ² Magna Cum Laude - ³ Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearers

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION



Preston E. Freeman 
Gregory L. Funchess 
David Garcia Gallegos 
Andre H. Hochi 
Tracy Hoai Le 
Lance Ryan Locher 
Melissa Montemayor 
Oanh Hoang Nguyen 
Tieu Truc Ngoc Nguyen 
Erik Agusto Perez 

Kristen E. Reeves 
Jessica Lucinda Salazar 
Jared Daniel Turner 
Park Van 3
Helen Hao Zheng 
Physics
Ryan Patrick Hannigan 2, 4

Kameron Damon McCall 
Marisol Elizabeth Tinoco Vazquez

¹ Summa Cum Laude - ² Magna Cum Laude - ³ Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearers

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION



Summer 2016

Doctor of Philosophy
Atmospheric Sciences
Lei Liu

Advisor: Robert Talbot, Ph.D.

Biology
Igor Landry Bado

Advisor: Jan-Åke Gustafsson, Ph.D.

Thieng Thanh Pham
Advisor: Anne Delcour, Ph.D.

Huy Duc Vu
Advisor: Steven Pennings, Ph.D.

Chemistry
Yi Ting Chen

Advisor: T. Randall Lee, Ph.D.

Silviya Anieva Demerzhan
Advisor: Scott Gilbertson, Ph.D.

Julie Nleudeu Nyamche Epse Burrell
Advisor: Allan Jacobson, Ph.D.

Te Wei Tsai
Advisor: Shoujun Xu, Ph.D.

Lu Yang
Advisor: Loi Do, Ph.D.

Computer Science
Levent Albayrak

Advisor: Ioannis Pavlidis, Ph.D.

Kinjal Dhar Gupta
Advisor: Ricardo Vilalta, Ph.D.

Kyeong An Kwon
Advisor: Ioannis Pavlidis, Ph.D.

Peng Sun
Advisor: Barbara Chapman, Ph.D.

Giulia Toti
Advisor: Ricardo Vilalta, Ph.D.

Geology
Xinyang Chen

Advisor: Henry Chafetz, Ph.D.

Mathematics
Saud Hussein

Advisor: Min Ru, Ph.D.

Jungim Park
Advisor: Min Ru, Ph.D.

Physics
Eyob Kebede Chere

Advisor: Zhifeng Ren, Ph.D.

Xinglu Lin
Advisor: Arthur Weglein, Ph.D.

Chao Ma
Advisor: Arthur Weglein, Ph.D.

Master of Arts
Mathematics
Kimberly R. Hannusch
Tara E. Murray
Alexander Vaughn Winchell

Master of Science
Applied Mathematics
Salome Pyonghwa Choi Oh
Babak Soltanalizadeh
Biology
Ayesha Saeed Khan
Deepika Kumar
Jordan A. West
Chemistry
Jialiang Zhu
Geology
Daynna Kathleen Rodosovich
Geophysics
Marcos Antonio Fernandez
Lourdes Gabriela Del Carmen  

Rodriguez Milano
Mathematics
John Clayton Trier

¹ Summa Cum Laude - ² Magna Cum Laude - ³ Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearers
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¹ Summa Cum Laude - ² Magna Cum Laude - ³ Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearers

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

GRADUATES

Physics
Jacob Ezerski
Mohammadmehdi Ezzatabadipour
Bigyan Kandel
Ayotunde Yahaya Kolapo
Nalinda Kulathunga Kulathunga 

Mudiyanselage
Corey James Myers
Ram Prasad Neupane
Narayan Poudel

Bachelor of Arts
Chemistry
Joshua Rolland Davis 

Bachelor of Science
Biochemical and Biophysical Sciences
Borna Russell Baktash 
Kimberly Roohi 
Samba Thiam
Biology
Khalida Anwarzad 
Haley Marie Colley 3
Vy Mai Do 
Gabriella Helena Olson 
Corey A. Rus-Vid 
Jonathan Gabriel Sedelmeier 
Srikara S. Vedala 
Chemistry
Angela Lynn Hunter 

Computer Science
Ashlyn Briana Archie 
Blake John Cunningham 
Josh Urban Davis 
Paul Inder Soni 
Mark Van Esch 
Marcus Aaron Washington 
Computer Science – Business
Luis Enrique Silva 
Computer Science – Science
Samuel J. Townsend 2

Geology
Ysabelle Abraham 
Travis Michael Brownlee 
Ben Fournier Regner 
Shourya Saxena 
Ceasar Vaesa 
Lena Marie Viola 
Geophysics
James Burke 
Aubrey Louise Hepler 
Carlos Fernando Paez Baddur 
Mathematical Biology
Javier Amadeus Magana 
Mathematics
Sarah Amanda Beltran 
Kanha Kruoch 
Aixa Cabrera Lopez 
Nathan Rodriguez 
Alejandra Vaca 

The roster of candidates for graduation and graduates does not include the names of those 
students who chose to withhold information under the Federal Education Rights and Privacy Act.
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THE HONORS COLLEGE

The Honors College Honors
The Honors College at the University of Houston offers students special 
opportunities to develop their academic abilities. Below are the Honors College 
honors designations.

University Honors with Honors in Major 
Students who complete the Honors College curriculum (36 hours) and complete a 
senior honors thesis.

University Honors 
Students who complete the Honors College curriculum and elect not to complete a 
senior honors thesis.

Collegiate Honors and Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major 
Students who fulfill the requirements for the honors program in the college of their 
major, including 21 hours of honors courses; who complete an Honors College 
minor, or who complete 21 hours of approved honors courses. If students also 
complete a senior honors thesis, they graduate with Collegiate Honors with Honors 
in Major.

Membership in The Honors College and Membership in The Honors College 
with Honors in Major 
Students who affiliate with the Honors College during their undergraduate years 
and complete fewer than 21 hours of honors courses. If students also complete a 
senior honors thesis and fulfill the requirements of their major with distinction, 
they graduate with Membership in The Honors College with Honors in Major.

Honors in Major 
Students who complete a senior honors thesis but are not members of the Honors 
College.



College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

THE HONORS COLLEGE

Honor Recipients

University Honors
Marissa R. Evans

Glenn Frutiz
Ashif Faridalli Kabani

Lenexa Juliet Frances Morais

Alec C. Ohanian
Heather Kay Payne

Nikhil Jacob Schneider
Danny Vu Tran

Collegiate Honors
Mark Anthony Bulan

Sarah S. Mughal
Trishna B. Parikh

Alejandro F. Sifuentes
Marisol Elizabeth Tinoco Vazquez

Membership in The Honors College
Andrew D. Thompson



Convocation Volunteers

A special thank you to the College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics staff and 
students that assisted in making our convocation ceremony possible.

Kendra Alexander
Marsha Braxton
Mark Bushman
Lee Ann Carroll

Jonas Chin
Susan Clements
Marcus Collins

Ashley Cook
Seth Evans

Liz Faig
Sharonda Glass

Candace Guy Anzaldua 
Meghan Harmon
Rosezelia Jackson
Melissa Lowrey

Nafeesa Lynn

Kathy Major
Karen Maldonado

Kim Marx
Desi Miller

Zach Moore
Elsie Myers

Kevin Nguyen
Melissa Nieto

Hillary Norwood
Matthew Pariyothorn

Jim Parker
Janis Parsley
Tristan Sims

Claire Strickland
Tommie Trevino

Chris Watts

Students
Daniela De La Cruz

Ashley Lee
Melanie Lindorfer

Taylor Lirette
Andrew Mai
Tony Moore

Neelesh Mutyala
Hang Nguyen

Michelle Nowling
Kevin Portillo
Melody Silva
Ethan Smith

Keziah Thomas
Michelle Tran

Quynh Vo
Brady Wells

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS



College Convocation Committee

Anne Delcour, Ph.D. 
Associate Dean for Graduate Studies

Ian Evans, Ph.D. 
Associate Dean for Undergraduate Studies

Andrew Hamilton, Ph.D. 
Associate Dean for Student Success

Melissa Lowrey 
Director for Graduate Studies

Kathy Major 
Executive Director of Communications

Zach Moore 
Program Coordinator, Student Success

Hillary Norwood 
Development Coordinator (Chair)

Tristan Sims 
Director for Undergraduate Studies

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
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ounded 1927

The Alma Mater

All hail to thee,

Our Houston University.

Our hearts fill with gladness

When we think of thee.

We’ll always adore thee

Dear old varsity.

And to thy memory cherished,

True we’ll ever be.

Words and music by Harmony Class of 1942




