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Letter from the Dean
Dear Graduate:
Congratulations on being awarded your degree from 
the University of Houston Law Center. The Law 
Center degree exemplifies the power of legal education. 

Through your legal education, you learned to think like a lawyer. You learned to 
write precisely, analyze rigorously, advocate persuasively, and uphold the highest 
standards of the legal profession. Joining the ranks of our alumni, you will also 
experience the power of the alumni network. Our alumni are located all across 
the country and have succeeded as litigators, corporate lawyers, public interest 
lawyers, government attorneys, and indeed in any endeavor that they pursued. 
Our dedicated alumni networks are here to serve you; they will be your biggest 
supporters and mentors. 
	In addition to connecting you with our alumni networks, we offer our graduates 
free Continuing Legal Education (CLE) courses each year. Please make sure that 
you check our CLE webpage for more information. See www.law.uh.edu/cle/. 
	As you begin your professional career, I encourage you to stay in touch with 
the Law Center. You can access our alumni page at www.law.uh.edu/alumni. 
We want to send you our alumni magazine and Law Center updates, such as my 
Dean’s Notes, and information on alumni events. Thus, we need to stay current 
with your email and mailing address. You may send this information and any 
updates directly to briefcase@uh.edu. I hope you will get involved with the UH 
Law Alumni Association, which is a large and very active community that will 
enrich your professional and personal lives. The Association will also benefit 
from your participation. 
	On behalf of the entire Law Center community, best wishes for a successful career. 
I am honored that you are now part of our vast alumni network. I look forward to 
greeting you at alumni functions. Please feel free to call on me if I may ever be of 
assistance.
Warmest regards,
		
	
Leonard M. Baynes 
Dean and Professor of Law



University of Houston 
UH Law Center

Convocation
Saturday, May 13, 2017, 6 p.m. 
NRG Arena

	 PRELUDE	 Selection performed by Texas Brass Ensemble

	 PROCESSIONAL	 Triumphal March 
		  from Aida (Verdi) 

	 NATIONAL ANTHEM	 Sung by Kate Gigliotti

	 WELCOME AND RECOGNITION	 Dean Leonard M. Baynes 
	 OF DISTINGUISHED GUESTS

	 COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS	 Meredith Attwell Baker (’94) 
		  President and CEO of CTIA

	 HOODING	 Meredith J. Duncan 
		  George Butler Research Professor of Law

		  Douglas K. Moll 
		  Beirne, Maynard & Parsons, L.L.P.  
		  Law Center Professor of Law

	 CLASS SPEAKER	 Jacob Mansour Karam 
		  Class of 2017

	 WELCOME FROM ALUMNI	 Richard F. Whiteley (’99) 
		  President, UH Law Alumni Association

	 CLOSING REMARKS	 Dean Leonard M. Baynes

	 RECESSIONAL	 Rondeau 
		  by Mouret



Spring 2017

Doctor of Jurisprudence
Arturo C. Aguilar
Aida Ahmadi 
Michelle Aldrich
Kashif I. Ali
Alisha Sonbai Alibhai
Margaret Rose Allbritton
Carla Alvarenga
Cecilia Margarita Alvarez
Grace An
Morgan Elise Anthony
Adrienne L. Arnold
Candace Marie Ashford
Tiecia Ayers
Andrei Baru
Anjali Baxi
Kaitlyn Elizabeth Belew
Robin Karl Benard, Jr.
Julia Alexandria Bennett Jean
Victoria E. Berkowitz 2
Paul William Bishop III
Dylan Thomas Blackwell
Cornelia Prudence Brandfield-Harvey
Jefferson Lindley Brannon
Kyle William Lee Braune
Simone Rene Bray
Ian E. Brown 3
Scott Jordan Burck
James David Burkhalter
Michael Burton
Meredith Lynn Candler
Amanda Louise Cardwell
Jennifer Robichaux Carter 3
Stefan N. Casso
Robert Colten Chapman
Miriam Chavez

Pedro Chavez
Dixon J. Cheung
Eun-Jeong Choi
Soo Min Choi
Addison Churay
Kevin Cirronella
Jeremiah Clark
Charlotte Joy Coe
Gabriella Kathleen Cole
William Alexander Cooper
Kari Ann Counter
Robert Travis Cross
Jacob Cukjati
Michele Groark Curtis
Ammar Dadabhoy
Kalina Elizabeth Dalal
Mary Angela Deal
Steven Ross Denman
Robert Denzer
Victoria Argeroplos Dessens 3
Mark Thomas deTranaltes
Anastasia Nicole Dodd
Julian Ray Dominguez
MacKenzie Alexander Dunham
Caleb Ethan Dunson 3
Ivonne Escobar
Caitlin Irene Evans 3
Douglas M. Evans
Dakoda D. Fandry
James Oliver Fankhauser
Timothy Monroe Ferguson
Charlotte E. Ferraro
Carl Fitz
Danielle Elena Floyd 2
Aaron J. Ford
Mitchell Ford 3

¹ Summa Cum Laude - ² Magna Cum Laude - ³ Cum Laude

UH Law Center

CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION



UH Law Center

GRADUATES

Olivia C. Fragoso
Richard Everett Gardner
Gregory Michael Garvin
Brittany Elizabeth Gavula
Traci Aniele Gibson
Sarah E. Gillaspie
Erik B. Goedeke
Shayna Michelle Goldblatt 2
Joshua M. Gonzales 2
Christina M. Gonzalez
Jordan James Gonzalez
Mark Cecilio Gonzalez
Noe Andres Gonzalez
Elizabeth Gray
Benjamin Edward Hamel
Matthew Alden Harper 2
Josh P. Harrison
Bilal B. Hassan
Hinna Amir Ali Hassan
George A. Hayek 2
David Hefner
David Drew Hornbeak
Aaron P. Howard
Chris Hsu
Jacqueline F. Hyatt
Justina Isidienu
Dulce Lizet Islas
Enrique Alejandro Jaramillo
Shawn Jih
Lamar Isiah Johnson
Taneska L. Jones
Zeinab Kachmar
Angela Yi-Dan Kao 3
Jacob Mansour Karam
Luke Andrew Keogh
Arian Hossein Khorrami
Ricque Leigh Kidd
Helen Heyyung Kim
Aeree Ko

David Andrew Kobilka
Jeffery Scott Lam 2
Krystal Marie LaPorte
Richard Ira Lee
William Sterling Leggett
Kristen Cherie Litchfield
Jessica L. Loe
Ryan Alexandre Logan 3
David Rolando Lopez
Sarah Jane Lozano 2
Marcella Henrietta Lunn 2
Jorge Rodrigo Maranto
Nicole Kaitlyn Martin
Brendan J. McArdle
Penny McIntire
Donna McIntosh 3
Clarissa Renee Medrano
Kyle Ross Miiller
Ashley Patricia Miller
Gilberto A. Mindiola
Alexander Philip Miron 3
Michael Paul Mitchell 3
Eduardo Mora
Nneka Morah
Ivan Fidel Morales
Rachel Morefield
Lance Andrew Morgan
Whitney Ellis Morgan
Eduardo Moya 3
Kristin Adele Naidysh 3
Dennis C. Nall
Priya Nath
Hien T. Nguyen
Jeannie Nguyen 2
Sydney Nguyen
Hamish W. Nieh 3
Benjamin Nipper
Zachary P. Nye
Chinasa Ihudiya Ogbureke

¹ Summa Cum Laude - ² Magna Cum Laude - ³ Cum Laude



UH Law Center

GRADUATES

¹ Summa Cum Laude - ² Magna Cum Laude - ³ Cum Laude

Jonathan Ross O’Hara
Sebastian Harrison Ornstein
Andrea Ann Ortiz
Robert Roy Pace
Taylor Grant Parks
Timothy Owen Partin
Garrett Taylor Patterson
Hellieth J. Pedroza Guzman
Julia Marie Peebles
Carla Beatriz Pelaez Reyes
Shannon Rall Perkins
Stephen Vinson Perry 3
Colin B. Phillips
Vardan Ramazyan 3
Curtis A. Reynolds
Christopher Richardson 1
Sarah E. Roark 2
David Robledo
Benjamin Rowe 1
Harrison C. Royalty
Rocío Rodríguez Ruiz 2
Jennifer Marie Scott
Cameron Andrew Secord 3
Katherine Teresa Seiler
Stephanie Sepulveda
Janan Nicole Sharaf
Patrick Byrne Shelton
Minbo Shim
Will E. Shindler
Jennifer Erin Smith
Shawnda Kearse Smith 2
John-Michael G. Speranza
Daniel Sprinkle
Tera Jo Stone 2
Nicole Elizabeth Su
Corrine Diana Szczesny 1
Michael A. Takla
Maria Tariq
Zainab Tarique

Richard Tate
Trey H. Taylor
Zachary L. Taylor
Nadia Faith Tazehzadeh
Dalissia L. Tezeno
Anitta Thomas
Nicholas Darshan Tolat 2
Brian Max Trinidad
Connor Allen Troy
Neeharika Tumati
Chisimnulia E. Uba
Camille Van Kote
Christopher Vartian 3
Dominque Villarreal
Hannah Tucker Warren
Sydney Marie Warren 3
Margaret Dunlap Webber 3
Justin Edward White 1
Beverly Elizabeth Williams 2
Hallie Wimberly 2
Natalie Marie Wooten
Meng Yang
Bianca Noel Ybarra
Mariana Yee 3
Camille Yoder
Jared Lee Young 3
Victoria G. Younger 3
Victor Anthony Zertuche

Master of Laws
Richard L. Abrams
Jacqueline M. Adeyemi
Eman Afshar
Daniel Aguilar Gomez
Cesar Dante Lopez Arredondo
Heather Marie Axline
Cristina Sastrano Belaval
Alison Dewveall Bloom
Myriam Bouchrara



Mayra Cajas
Andrea Chacin Trompiz
Janina Mireya Cruz
Igor Danilov
Dennis Eugene Diesen
Michael Ejeh
Alicia A. Forde
Robert Daniel Garza
Alissa Gipson
Diana M. Giraldo
Eduardo Gonzalez Canales
Joseph M. Hagedorn
Ismahane Hamlat-Achek
Bao-Long Ngoc Hoang
Sayaka Kodama
Bradford Thomas Laperouse
Matthew Anthony Matusek
Nora Stephanie Morales
Carlos Moran
Uduak Nasara Danmallam
Ilaria Nibblins

Joshua Osime
Carolina Ott
Tanya Owen
In Young Park
Rodrigo Pereira de Moraes
Laura Puro
Maria Karina Ramos
Luis Ricaud Arriola
Oluwabunmie Esther Roberts
Giselle Mateus Rodrigues
Iandra Santana Pollo
María de los Ángeles Serna Guerrero
Jacob Ray Spears
Deise Tatsui
Bright Usifoh
Tanya van Ommeren-Owen
Marcus D. Walker
Harriet Amelia Diana Wessel
Anthony D. Winters
Marieke Witkamp

December 2016

Doctor of Jurisprudence
Jesse James Hollingsworth 3
James Hu
Olga V. Kudelkina 3
Kevin Anthony Kuelbs
Samie S. Leigh
Yang Li 2
Mark J. McCarthy
Orlando Mercado
Hans C. Rundkvist
Kelsey J. Trom 3
Colton T. Turner
Crystal Rae Walsh
Kevin Yu-Jin Yang

Sepinood Tabrizi Zimmer

Master of Laws
Hanadi Omar Aldeeb
Noor Ali
Leocadia Barnes Sanchez
Solomon M. Freimuth
Cortney Michelle Heard
Roberto Moreno Hinojosa
Aaron Ellsworth Homer
Muneeza Ilahi
Juan A. Lozada
Ramy A. Morad
Laura-Lee Elange Mukeba

UH Law Center

GRADUATES

¹ Summa Cum Laude - ² Magna Cum Laude - ³ Cum Laude



UH Law Center

GRADUATES

¹ Summa Cum Laude - ² Magna Cum Laude - ³ Cum Laude

Naomi C. Nicholas
Edgar M. Pacheco

Tatang Henry Tachi
Jose Luis Trasfi

August 2017

Doctor of Jurisprudence
Christopher Andrew Bailey
Alexis George Cownan
Bobby Joe Dale III
Tina Koshimoto
Joanna	 Madengerang Nakamoto
Jaeci Roberts Fisher

Master of Laws
Adriana Agudelo
Adjehoua Viviane Rose Amoakon
James David Burkhalter
Michele Groark Curtis
Gregory Michael Garvin
Boniface Emenike Ibe
Nadia Laghari
Owanate Dateinm Max-Harry
Rodrigo Montes de Oca Arboleya
Naomi Cesney Nicholas
Juan Carlos Pérez Vergel
Alba Giselle Reyes Santos
Yolanda Eliana Robles
Joana Rodriguez Viada
Rafael D. Ulloa



Administration

Leonard M. Baynes
Dean and Professor of Law

Marcilynn A. Burke
Associate Dean 
Associate Professor of Law

Allison Hickey Regan
Assistant Dean for Alumni Affairs

Sondra R. Tennessee
Associate Dean for Student Affairs

Pilar Mensah
Interim Assistant Dean for Admissions

Tiffany J. Tucker
Interim Assistant Dean for Career 
Development

Chris Dykes
Interim Associate Director for Research, 
O’Quinn Law Library

Emily Lawson
Interim Associate Director for Library 
Administration, O’Quinn Law Library

Janet B. Heppard
Director of Clinical Programs 
Clinical Associate Professor

Jim Lawrence
Director of Blakely Advocacy Institute

Merle Morris
Co-Director of Lawyering Skills and 
Strategies and Clinical Assistant Professor

Tobi Tabor
Co-Director of Lawyering Skills and 
Strategies and Clinical Assistant Professor

Elena Hawthorne
Interim Director for Marketing and 
Communications

MyBao Nguyen
Director of Business Operations

UH Law Center

ADMINISTRATION



UH Law Center Faculty

Richard M. Alderman (emeritus)
Leonard M. Baynes
Emily Berman
Raymond L. Britton
G. Sidney Buchanan (emeritus)
Johnny Rex Buckles
Marcilynn A. Burke
Darren Bush
Seth J. Chandler
Anthony Chase
David Crump
Richard F. Dole, Jr. 
John J. Douglass (emeritus)
David R. Dow
Meredith J. Duncan
Eliezer Ereli (emeritus)
Barbara J. Evans
David Fagundes
Jim Hawkins
Whitney W. Heard
Janet M. Heppard
Tracy Hester
Geoffrey Hoffman
Lonny Hoffman
Stephen K. Huber (emeritus)
Paul M. Janicke
Craig Joyce
Renee Newman Knake
Robert L. Knauss (emeritus)
Sapna Kumar
David Y. Kwok
Peter Linzer
Jacqueline D. Lipton
Jessica Lind Mantel

Ellen Marrus
Rick McElvaney
John Mixon (emeritus)
Douglas K. Moll
Geraldine S. Moohr (emerita)
Merle Morris
James D. Nelson
Thomas C. Newhouse (emeritus)
Raymond T. Nimmer
J. Thomas Oldham
Michael A. Olivas
Laura E. Oren (emerita)
Robert C. Palmer
Jordan J. Paust
Susan S. Rachlin
Robert A. Ragazzo
D. Theodore Rave
Jessica L. Roberts
Joseph Sanders
Ronald L. Scott
Jon S. Schultz (emeritus)
Robert P. Schuwerk (emeritus)
Spencer L. Simons
Lauren Simpson
William P. Streng
Tobi Tabor
Sandra Guerra Thompson
Lisa Tilton-McCarthy
Ronald Turner
Greg R. Vetter
Jacqueline L. Weaver
Bret Wells
Tasha Willis
Kellen Zale



UH Law Center

FACULTY

Adjunct Faculty 2016-2017

Judge Georgia H. Akers
Micaela Natalie Alfaro Gonzales
Katayoun Alidadi
Yocel Alonso
Anna Archer
Ray Ashburg
Megan Baker
Steve Baldassano
Justen Barks
James Beebe
Craig M. Bergez
Emily Bolon
Theodore R. Borrego
William Boyce
Timothy S. Braley
Jennifer E. Brevorka
Charles Brown
Judge Harvey Brown
Judge Susan Brown
John A. Buckley, Jr.
Stephanie Bustamante
Larry Campagna
Benjamin S. Carpenter
Derrick Carson
Daragh John M. Carter
Anne Chandler
Ricardo Colmenter
Steven D. Cook
Kristina Culley
David P. Cunningham
Mickey R. Davis
Willie B. Daw III
Corey Devine
Ali Dhanani
Daniel T. Dib
Sashe D. Dimitroff
Linda I. Dole
Katya Dow

Brandon Draper
Christopher Dykes
Andrew M. Edison
Erin Epley
Charles Eskridge
Judge David D. Farr
Zandra Foley
John-Thomas Foster
Samir J. Foteh
Valerie K. Friedrich
Edward F. Gallagher 
David Gerger
Richard A. Ginsburg
Mark D. Goranson
Julie D. Gray
Patricia Gray
Michael J. Griffin III
Alamdar S. Hamdani
Lawrence W. Hanson
David Harrell
Eleanor B. Haynes
Kevin Hedges
Judge Belinda Hill
Justin A. Hodge
Mark S. Hoose
Sharon E. Hormann
Jacqueline Houlette
Robert H. Hughes, Jr.
Lee B. Hunt
Charles Irvine
Brant Johnson
Erin E. Jones
Daniel Kasprzak
Tara Kelly
Anita Kerin
David R. Keyes
Douglas E. Koger
Daniel Kroll



UH Law Center

FACULTY

Nathaniel C. Kummerfeld
Daniella D. Landers
Emily Lawson
Tracy L. Leissner
Kevin P. Lewis
Melanie Chris Long
Manuel Lopez
Alfonso Lopez De La Osa Escribano
Peter Lowy
Karen Lukin
Ryan J. Maierson
Abran Martinez
Jani J. Maselli
Judge Debra I. Mayfield
Scott R. McCay
Ryan D. McConnell
Roni Mihaly 
Jeffrey S. Miller
Anshu Mitchell
Susham Modi
Michael D. Morfey
Robert Keith Morris
S. Diane Neal
Lauren Neely
Pamela Nieto
Angela Odensky
Edward C. Osterberg, Jr.
Stephen P. Pate
Jim Perdue, Sr.
Lorena Perez-McGill
Kenneth R. Phillips

Lawrence Pinsky
Ignacio Pinto-Leon
James L. Ray
Robert M. Roach, Jr.
Ann Ryan Robertson
Reynaldo Romero
Janet L. Rushing
Dustin Rynders
Judge R.K. Sandill
Charles W. Schwartz
George M. Secrest
Scott Sherman
Richard Sherry
Eugene J. Silva II
April A. Strahan
Alison Sulentic
Gus G. Tamborello
Yvonne Taylor
Dell Charles Toedt III
Stacey Tovino
Larry Tylka
Razvan Ungureanu
Kristina Van Arsdel
Juan F. Vasquez, Jr.
Judge Juan F. Vasquez, Sr.
Judge Angela Vanessa Velasquez
Beth Weinmann
Bob Wicoff
Carey Worrell
Denney L. Wright



UH Law Center

FACULTY

Visiting/Lecturer/Other Faculty

Paul H. Asofsky
Janet Beck
David Bender
Katherine Brem
Daniel D. Brennan 
Julian Cardenas-Garcia
Nicole Casarez
Joseph Dellapenna
Dr. Michael S. Ewer
Amy E. Hawk
Christopher Heard

Cassandra Jeu
Jim Lawrence
Norman Nadorff
Jeffrey Newberry
Ruth Okediji
Susan L. Sakmar
Drury Stevenson
Rebecca Stewart
Yolanda Vazquez
Katherine Vukadin
Allison Winnike



Board of Directors

President
Richard F. Whiteley (’99)

President-Elect
Cynthia Mabry (’10)

Vice President
Kris Thomas (’83)

Secretary
Brian Boyle (’04)

Directors
Brad Aiken (’07)

Fermeen Fazal (’00)
Clayton Forswall (’11)

Laura Gibson (’84)
Warren W. Harris (’88)
Marie McGowan (’91)

The Honorable Reece Rondon (’95)
Laura M. Trenaman (’96)

Victor Wright (’98)

Ex Officio
Tom Hetherington (’98)

UH Law Center

UH LAW ALUMNI ASSOCIATION



Board of Directors

President
Tom Kirkendall (’79)

President-Elect/Vice President
Bill Jackson (’92)

Past President and Director
Jeff Dodd (’79)

UH Law Alumni President/Ex-Officio
Richard F. Whiteley (’99)

Directors
John Unger (’77)

Warren Harris (’88)
Susan L. Bickley (’84)

Tom Hetherington (’98)
Jim Roach (’82)
Bob Schick (’81)

Brad Tucker (’79)
Willie Wood (’84)
Greg King (’85)

David Young (’88)
David Jones (’92)

Joshua Wolfshohl (’02)

Advisory Directors
Jan Baker (’73)

Denis Braham (’79)
Jim Perdue, Jr. (’93)

Stephen Susman
Senator Royce West (’79)

Emeritus Directors
Charles Matthews (’70)

Lawrence Pirtle (’66)
Leonard Rosenberg (’53)

The Honorable Alvin Zimmerman (’67)
Bill Maynard (’73)

UH Law Center

UH LAW FOUNDATION
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