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Fall 2021 Commencement 3

Message from the President

December 17, 2021

Dear University of Houston Graduates,

Congratulations! The moment you’ve long dreamed of today becomes 
a reality. Today, you become a college graduate. The long hours, late 
nights and countless sacrifices have all been worth it. Your hard work 
has prepared you for a rewarding and successful career. 

You are a class of graduates that didn’t allow a global pandemic to stop you from achieving 
your goals. Staying the course during these trying times is a testament to your resilience 
and tenacity. I have no doubt these same attributes will serve you well as you make your 
mark in the world. You leave here today educated, equipped and prepared to succeed.

The support of your parents, families and friends, and the encouragement of your UH 
faculty, advisers and staff have also played a significant part in your success. Remember to 
thank them for their contribution. 

You’ve received a first-class education here at UH. This is the home of “genius grant” 
winners, nationally top-ranked academic programs, world-renowned faculty, an NCAA 
Final Four basketball team, Carnegie-designated Tier One research and so much more. 
Now, go forward as proud graduates and take the world by storm. I know in my heart that 
you are now ready and able to be the leaders that our society needs. You are the future we 
have been waiting for.

With my best wishes for a bright and rewarding tomorrow, Go Coogs!

Warmest regards,

Renu Khator 
President
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Message from the Provost

Congratulations, Cougars!

I would like to personally congratulate each of you on this 
momentous achievement. You have worked hard to be here today, and 
that effort shows.

Your family, friends, mentors and peers have supported you and 
helped you to arrive at this great time in your life. So, I thank them, as I am sure you also 
do, for all they have contributed.

I would like to remind each of you to be proud of your time at the University of Houston. 
You graduate today as future intellectual leaders, researchers, entrepreneurs, healers and 
artists. Do not forget that you are bound together by your alma mater, and that bond is 
a strong one. Many of your predecessors have gone on to achieve great success in their 
professional lives. I wish the same for you.

Whether you are receiving your bachelor’s, master’s, professional or doctoral degree, you 
have achieved a major milestone in your life. We are proud of you, and we are proud you 
are now Tier One University of Houston alumni.

On behalf of all the University faculty and college deans, I congratulate you on your 
achievements. You are our best and brightest, and we are honored to have been a part of 
your lives.

Warm regards,

Paula Myrick Short 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost
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University of Houston System

Board of Regents
Tilman J. Fertitta, Chairman

Jack B. Moore, Vice Chairman
Durga D. Agrawal, Secretary

Doug H. Brooks
Alonzo Cantu

Steve I. Chazen
Derek M. Delgado
John A. McCall Jr.

Beth Madison
Ricky Raven

University of Houston

President
Renu Khator

President’s Cabinet

Paula Myrick Short 
Theresa M. Monaco Chair for the Provost 

Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

Raymond S. Bartlett 
Senior Vice President for Administration and Finance

Bettina Beech 
Chief Population Health Officer

Eloise Brice 
Vice President for University Advancement

Dona Hamilton Cornell 
Vice President for Legal Affairs and General Counsel

Vallabh Das 
President, UH Faculty Senate

Amr Elnashai 
Vice President for Research and Technology Transfer

Lisa Holdeman 
Vice President for University Marketing 

and Communications

Michael Johnson 
Chief of Staff

Ramanan Krishnamoorti 
Chief Energy Officer

Elwyn C. Lee 
Vice President for Neighborhood and Strategic Initiatives

Daniel M. Maxwell 
Interim Vice President for Student Affairs  

and Enrollment Services 

Michael Pedé 
Associate Vice President for Alumni Relations

Chris Pezman 
Vice President for Intercollegiate Athletics and Athletics Director

Jason Smith 
Vice President for Governmental Relations

Stephen J. Spann 
Vice President for Medical Affairs and 
Founding Dean, College of Medicine

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston Deans

Anthony P. Ambler 
College of Technology

Leonard M. Baynes 
UH Law Center

Andrew Davis 
Founding Dean 

Cullen Foundation Endowed Dean’s Chair 
Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts

Alan J. Dettlaff 
Maconda Brown O’Connor Endowed Dean’s Chair 

Graduate College of Social Work

Jim Granato 
Dean 

Hobby School of Public Affairs

Athena N. Jackson 
Elizabeth D. Rockwell Endowed Dean’s Chair 

University of Houston Libraries

Robert McPherson 
Elizabeth D. Rockwell Endowed Dean’s Chair 

College of Education

William Monroe 
Nancy O’Connor Abendshein Endowed Professor 

The Honors College

Daniel P. O’Connor 
Interim Dean 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Patricia Belton Oliver 
ACSA Distinguished Professor  

Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture and Design

Paul A. Pavlou 
Cullen Distinguished Chair 

C. T. Bauer College of Business

F. Lamar Pritchard 
Humana Endowed Dean’s Chair in Pharmacy 

College of Pharmacy

Dennis Reynolds 
Barron Hilton Distinguished Chair 

Conrad N. Hilton College of Hotel 
and Restaurant Management

Stephen J. Spann 
Founding Dean 

College of Medicine 

Kathryn M. Tart 
Founding Dean 

Humana Endowed Dean’s Chair in Nursing 
College of Nursing

Joseph W. Tedesco 
Elizabeth D. Rockwell Endowed Dean’s Chair 

Cullen College of Engineering

Michael Twa 
Humana Endowed Dean’s Chair in Optometry 

College of Optometry

Dan E. Wells 
Distinguished Professor of Science 

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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The University of Houston was established as the 
Houston Junior College in 1927. As the college grew, 
it prospered and officially became the four-year 
University of Houston in 1934. Two years later, the 
college attained land for a permanent campus, and 
in 1939 it constructed its first building, the Roy 
G. Cullen Building. The University became a state 
institution in 1963.

The University includes 15 academic colleges, one 
school and the multidisciplinary Honors College that 
teach a wide array of subjects – from math, arts and 
engineering to law, pharmacy and business. What 
started as a campus with a single building has grown 
into a world-class university, offering more than 270 
undergraduate and graduate programs to more than 
47,000 students annually.

UH is a Carnegie-designated Tier One public research 
university, and its public service and community 
activities, such as cultural offerings, clinical services, 
policy studies and small business initiatives, serve 
a diverse metropolitan population. Likewise, the 
resources of the Gulf Coast Region complement and 
enrich the University’s academic programs, providing 
students with professional expertise, practical 
experience and career opportunities.

In keeping with the University’s commitment to 
excellence, UH raised the benchmark of academic 
achievement when Phi Beta Kappa, the nation’s oldest 
and most prestigious academic honor society, awarded 
UH the approval to start a chapter in 2015. This 
designation welcomed UH to an elite group of the 
nation’s most esteemed colleges and universities.

University of Houston History

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture and Design

Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Violet

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Violet 
	 Tassel: Black

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts

Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Brown

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Brown 
	 Hood (Music): Pink 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Pink 
	 Tassel: Red

C. T. Bauer College of Business
Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Dark Blue

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Drab 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Dark Blue 
	 Tassel: Red

College of Education
Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Light Blue

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Light Blue 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood (Ed.D.): Light Blue 
	 Hood (Ph.D.): Dark Blue 
	 Tassel: Red

Cullen College of Engineering
Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Orange

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Orange 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Dark Blue 
	 Tassel: Red

Conrad N. Hilton College 
of Hotel and Restaurant 
Management

Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Navy

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Navy, Red and White 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Dark Blue 
	 Tassel: Red

Academic costumes of today have a history of nearly eight centuries. In medieval Europe, all townspeople wore 
long flowing robes and gowns. The materials and colors were governed by royal decree. Gradually, distinctive 
gowns were developed for the various professions, trades and guilds. Scholars wore robes and hoods to protect 
their shaved heads. Later, skullcaps were worn on the head, and the hoods became a cape that could be pulled over 
the head during unpleasant weather.

As additional universities were founded, distinctive forms of the gown and hood were adapted by their faculties 
for bachelor’s (apprentices of the arts), master’s (teachers) and doctoral (teachers who had completed postgraduate 
studies). When caps and hats came into fashion in the 15th century, the hoods became ornamental, draped over the 
shoulders and down the back.

The academic hat was first worn as a symbol of the master’s degree and existed in various forms. The mortarboard 
style comes to us from Oxford University. When academic costumes came to America in 1754, styles were quite 
varied. In Europe, they still are; however, in our country, usage has been standardized by the Intercollegiate Code 
of Academic Costume.

Commencement Traditions
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UH Law Center
Master’s Degree	 Hood: Purple 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Purple 
	 Tassel: Red 

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences

Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Citron

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Citron 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Dark Blue 
	 Tassel: Red

College of Medicine
Doctor of Medicine Degree 
	 Hood: Kelly Green 
	 Tassel: Red

College of Natural Sciences 
and Mathematics

Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Golden Yellow

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Golden Yellow 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Dark Blue 
	 Tassel: Red

College of Nursing
Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Apricot

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Apricot 
	 Tassel: Black

College of Optometry
Master’s Degree	 Hood: Gold 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctor of Philosophy Degree 
	 Hood: Royal Blue 
	 Tassel: Red

Doctor of Optometry Degree 
	 Hood: Seafoam Green 
	 Tassel: Red

College of Pharmacy
Bachelor’s Degree 	 Tassel: Olive

Master’s Degree 	 Hood: Olive 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctor of Philosophy Degree

	 Hood: Royal Blue 
	  Tassel: Red

Doctor of Pharmacy Degree 
	 Hood: Olive 
	 Tassel: Red 

Graduate College 
of Social Work

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Citron 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Citron 
		 Tassel: Red 

College of Technology
Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Maroon

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Maroon 
	 Tassel: Black

Hobby School of Public Affairs
Master’s Degree: 	 Hood: Peacock Blue 
	 Tassel: Peacock Blue

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

Ceremonial Symbols

The Seal
Throughout history, seals have been used to authenticate official documents. The 
University of Houston and UH System seals both bear the Official Seal of Arms of General 
Sam Houston, as handed down to him from his noble ancestors. It includes the escutcheon 
in the center of the seal — consisting of checkered chevrons denoting nobility — and three 
martlets, gentle lowland birds that symbolize peace and deliverance. A winged hourglass is 
placed above the shield. Surmounting this is the motto “In Tempore,” meaning “In Time.” 
The greyhounds indicate speed of giving aid. The UH seal was first adopted in 1938 as the 
present campus was established. Although the look of the seal has evolved over the years, 
the first version was etched into the floor of the Roy G. Cullen Building.

University Mace
The University Mace, which is carried in academic processions, is a staff symbolizing the 
University’s authority and unity. The tradition of the academic mace began in the late 
14th century when two ancient instruments, the royal scepter and the battle mace, were 
combined to form a university president’s symbol of authority.

The Alma Mater

All hail to thee,

Our Houston University.

Our hearts fill with gladness

When we think of thee.

We’ll always adore thee

Dear old varsity.

And to thy memory cherished,

True we’ll ever be.

Words and music by Harmony Class of 1942
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Academic Honors

Academic honors are based on the requirements of the catalog year students entered the University. The final 
designation for honors is determined by the Provost’s Office upon final completion of all degree requirements.

Undergraduates who have graduated with the stated academic honors have achieved the following grade point 
averages earned in the last 54 hours completed at the University of Houston.

		  3.90 to 4.0 Summa Cum Laude (with Highest Honors)
		  3.70 to 3.89 Magna Cum Laude (with High Honors)
		  3.50 to 3.69 Cum Laude (with Honors)

This roster does not include the names of degree holders who chose to withhold information under the Federal 
Education Rights and Privacy Act.

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

Summa Cum Laude – 4.0 GPA Graduates

The following graduates are recognized for achieving Summa Cum Laude with a 4.0 cumulative grade point 
average while also completing their degree within four years of starting their first semester in college at the 
University of Houston.

Fall 2021
Ryan Chang 

Bachelor of Science in Biology 
College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Rabia Gadrab 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Supply Chain Management 

C.T. Bauer College of Business

Julia Nguyen 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Supply Chain Management 

C.T. Bauer College of Business

Kelly Nguyen 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Finance 

C.T. Bauer College of Business

Kimberly Nguyen 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Supply Chain Management 

C.T. Bauer College of Business

Jacob Olsen
Bachelor of Business Administration in Supply Chain Management 

C.T. Bauer College of Business

Precious Amber Vargas
Bachelor of Business Administration in Supply Chain Management 

C.T. Bauer College of Business

Istvan Wang 
Bachelor of Science in Computer Science 

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Shehzad Yousaf 
Bachelor of Science in Computer Science 

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics
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Message from the Interim Dean

Class of 2021: Congratulations on your graduation from the University 
of Houston! 

Commencement is a time for reflection, celebration, and looking 
to the future. During your time as a student at UH, all of you have 
demonstrated that you are resilient, both individually and as a group. 
Your determination, along with the support of family, friends, classmates, 
faculty, and staff, provided you the drive needed to complete your degree. 

You have persevered, and you have succeeded. Today we celebrate that success! 
I believe that challenges along your path, and there were many challenges these last two years, 
were opportunities for you to grow, gain wisdom, and learn to adapt. The faculty and staff of the 
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences applaud your accomplishment. We aimed to challenge 
your thinking, strengthen your knowledge, and deepen your appreciation of the world in all its 
complexity and diversity. 
These experiences will serve you well as you transition to the next phase of your life. Your 
graduation is the first step, a very large step, on your path to great achievements. 
As a new graduate, you have the opportunity to contribute constructively to society, utilizing the 
knowledge and skills you have acquired here. You have the privilege of shaping a brighter future 
for all of us. I look forward to the future that you will create. 
The College is delighted to welcome you into the ranks of our alumni. I hope you will keep in 
touch with your classmates and maintain strong ties with the University of Houston. We need the 
energy and support of our alumni as the University of Houston becomes a top 50 public research 
university, and beyond. I know we can rely on you. 
Please accept my best wishes for your continued success. Be well, stay safe and Go Coogs!
Sincerely,

Dr. Daniel P. O’Connor 
Interim Dean
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University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony 
Friday, December 17, 2021, 9 a.m. 
Fertitta Center

	 PLATFORM PARTY PROCESSIONAL	 Moores School of Music

	 PRESENTATION OF COLORS	 UH Army ROTC Color Guard

	 NATIONAL ANTHEM	 Moores School of Music

	 RECOGNITION OF PLATFORM PARTY	 Todd Romero 
		  Associate Dean, Undergraduate Studies

	 WELCOME REMARKS	 Daniel P. O’Connor 
		  Interim Dean

	 GREETINGS FROM UH SYSTEM BOARD OF REGENTS	 The Honorable Durga D. Agrawal 
		  Secretary

	 RECOGNITION OF ACADEMIC HONORS	 Carla Sharp 
		  Associate Dean, Faculty and Research

	 PRESENTATION OF DOCTORAL CANDIDATES	 Susan Scarrow 
		  Associate Dean, Graduate Studies

	 PRESENTATION OF MASTER’S CANDIDATES	 Associate Dean Scarrow

	 PRESENTATION OF BACHELOR’S CANDIDATES	 Associate Dean Romero

	 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES	 Dean O’Connor

	 CONCLUDING REMARKS	 Dean O’Connor

	 ALMA MATER	 Moores School of Music

	 RECESSIONAL	 Moores School of Music
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University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony

Fall 2021 – Candidates for graduation

Doctor of Philosophy

Department of English
Sara Almalik

Mind the Gap: Bridging Wikipedia’s 
“Geographical Gap” for the Global 
Periphery
Advisor: Dr. Paul Butler

Department of Hispanic Studies
Blanca Esther Gomez

Significados ideacionales e 
interpersonales en textos periodísticos 
de estudiantes hispanos de herencia y 
monolingües
Advisor: Dr. Manuel Gutiérrez 

Alisha D. Loftin
Con mi alma entera: Formality in Love 
Letters of Mexico, 1865-1949
Advisor: Dr. Manuel Gutiérrez

Department of History
Ramiro Contreras

Mexican Inclusion and Exclusion in 
Houston, Texas from 1900-1940
Advisor: 
Dr. Guadalupe San Miguel

Gary Girod
The Rise of the Information State: 
Domestic Surveillance in France and 
Britain during World War I
Advisor: Dr. Sarah Fishman

Kimberly R. Goodling
Privateering in the American Revolution: 
Its Effectiveness, Its Annoyance, and the 
British Assault on Connecticut
Advisor: Dr. Matthew J. Clavin

Kevin J. Johnson
An Inglorious War: The U.S. Civil War, 
Guerrilla Fighting and the American 
Plains Indians
Advisor: Dr. Raúl A. Ramos

Department of Political Science
Maria Burns

Human Trafficking in the U.S.: 
Implementing Federal and State Policy 
Analysis, Network Analysis, Policy 
Diffusion, and Multivariate Data 
Analytics, To Investigate Modern Day 
Slavery
Advisor: Dr. Jennifer Hayes Clark

Department of Psychology

Developmental, Cognitive, and 
Behavioral Neuroscience
Hannah Claussenius-Kalman

Neural Mechanisms Underlying Literacy 
in Bilingual Children with Typical and 
Atypical Reading Development
Advisor: Dr. Arturo E. Hernandez

Industrial/Organizational 
Psychology
Evonzia G. Jeff-Eke

A Generations-Focused Examination of 
Individual Differences and Women in 
Stem Fields
Advisor: Dr. Christiane Spitzmueller

Maryam Ahmad Kazmi
Representation Matters: The Trickle-
Down Effect of Faculty Diversity on Ph.D. 
Student Recruitment and Selection
Advisor: Dr. Christiane Spitzmueller

Allison Blair Martir
Exploring the Relationship Between 
Gender Discrimination and Career 
Attitudes in STEM
Advisor: Dr. Christiane Spitzmuller

Social Psychology
Carol Wang

Benefit Finding and Resiliency in the 
Wake of Hurricane Harvey and Cancer
Committee Co-Chairs: Dr. Qian Lu  
and Dr. Clayton Neighbors

Master’s Degrees

Department of Comparative 
and Cultural Studies

Master of Arts 
in Anthropology
Kaira R. Mercer-Jones

Department of Economics

Master of Arts in 
Applied Economics
Shonali Agrawal
Benjamin Lewing

Economics
Weonhyeok Chung
Oscar De Jesus Galvez Soriano
Hussain Hadah
Yu-Hsin Hsu
Eva Davinia Loaeza Albino
Sameer Malik
Ryan P. Mcgregor
Mehedi Hasan Oni
Yang Pei
Luis Eduardo Salinas Huerta
Ko Sugiura
Troy E. Thorell
Victor Hugo Zuluaga Gonzalez

Department of English

McKenzie Elizabeth Maze

Department of Health 
and Human Performance

Master of Arts in 
Sport and Fitness 
Administration
Carlisa S. May
Giovanni Miguel Pancotti
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Isaac T. Pearce
Gerardo J. Reyna
Chandler A. Smith

Master of Science 
in Human Nutrition
Nicole Ciuppa
Morgan Jane Faries
Abby Giles
Netro McKay
Valerie A. Silver

Department of History
Walker Shores

Department of Modern 
and Classical Languages
Milhko Jose’ Bravo 

Department of Psychology
Jessica G. Hernandez Ortiz
Xinge Li

Master of Public 
Administration
Joanna Jimenez
Armita Tajadod

Department of Sociology
Lizbeth Figueroa
Connor Douglas Mitchell

Bachelor of Arts 
Bachelor of Science

African American Studies
Kezia Werekoa Nyarko

Jack J. Valenti School 
of Communication
Banner bearer
America Herrera 1

Advertising
Said Acevedo 3
Jean Blackwell 2
Sussana Lara 1
Kristin Brianna Laygan
James A. Miller 2
Madison Grace Minton
Tan H. Nguyen
Fabiola Roman
Bianca Dominique Young 1

Communication Studies
Morgan Nicole Johnson
Jensen N. Pitts 2
Kimble R. Steadman 3

Corporate Communication
Kendall Cooper
Maxcyne Adrienne Garibdass
Venessa Yvette Hernandez 3
Mishel Jamil 3
Jim Enrique Jimenez
Shannon Moore 2
Marlon Homero Vinueza 3

Health Communication
Cameron Elizabeth Archer
Ashley A. Deveza 2
Madison Carolyn Fair 2
Jada Jamon Ann-Marie Kinch 3
Bryan R. Nguyen 3
Brittany J. Puente 1
Peter Quoc Bao Truong

Integrated Communication
Shannon Grace Adkison 2

Ariel N. Blair
America Herrera 1
Cassandra Philio

Interpersonal Communication
Jakob Anthony Horbacz 2
Adrian Lorenzo
Jason M. Stasky 3

Journalism
Lilian A. Avila 2
Binish Azhar
Rodrigo Luis Nascimento Barbosa 2
Katia Castrejon
Stephania Coello-Martinez
Kiarah Yassmin Del Angel 2
Stephanie Flores
George B. Frank 3
Kaila J. Garrett
Sofia B. Gonzalez 1
Lauryn Elise Oates 2
Nicholas Brian Pettit
Karla Rios
Sandra Roman
Raquel Elizabeth Rosales 3
Shreya Sahdev
Lilliam D. Sequeira 2
Yesenia Soto 2
Christopher Michael Talley 3
Lyrik Walker
Erik Johan Wramsby 3

Media Production
Reem J. Albishah
Briana Y. Butanda
Maria Sol Carlos 3
Esthela Rubi Chavez 2
Lindsay C. Eason 1
Benjamin D. Erickson 3
Claire Feng 2
Bethel-Crystal Gabriel 2
Melanie Yamileth Garcia 1
Jose M. Garcia-Medina
Andrea Margaret Garza
Julia Elise Gay 2
Keitha Mae Hanks 2

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony
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1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

Bianca A. Ibarra
Jamal Jackson 2
Emma Esther Keller 2
Catherine Read Lassiter 3
Han Bao Le
Erik Loera 3
Dorian Ly 2
Robert Mai
Monica C. Mariano
Edwin Mendoza
Sara Metz 1
Christian M. Miller
Summer Miller-Clark 1
Thao Hoang-Phuong Ngo 2
Phuoc Quoc Quang Nguyen 1
Maximiliano Nino
Randall Nnanna
Santiago Paz 2
Javier A. Perez 1
Suzanne Marie Perez
Eric Adrian Ramirez 3
Natalie P. Rodriguez
Luke Alton Rose
Anahita Sepehri
Charles Taylor IV 3
Justin Alexander Trevino 3
Jaime Sebastian Trujillo 3
Raul Verde
Madeleine Marguerite Willars 2
Clarissa Angelica Zubia 2

Media Studies
Ashlee Nixon

Public Relations
Faith Elizabeth Caltrider
Gabrielle A. Castiglione
Chimuanya Tamunodein Chidi 1
Tanina Alessandra Ferreri Colmenares 2
Camelia De Paz
Alexis Marie Gregory
Mariana V. Cordero Guzman 2
Starla Gene Haggerton
Melanie E. Joseph 3
Jasmine K. Mata 3
Vanessa E. Rincon 2

Christina Marie Tobar 3
Keith Alonzo Turner

Strategic Communication
Jake N. Abrahams
Virginia Grace Aleman 2
Kelsi Lee Aliyas
Lindsey Araujo 2
Giselle G. Arton
David Ayanbule
Marsherria D. Barfield 2
Alyssa L. Battad 3
Robin Bookwalter 1
Ayrn Michelle Brewster
Ja’Tia Nikkei Brown
Kendall Elise Brunner
Jeremy A. Cajina-Clarke 2
Magsaby Cantoran
Samara Casey 2
Yesenia Castillo 1
Julia S. Chamon 1
Amanda Rose Chappell
Hyoselin Chavez
Vanessa Marily De La Torre 2
Dylan Wesley Esquina 3
Travis Forward
Breanna M. Garcia
Hannah J. Garner
Sienna Rose Gentry 2
Joceline Delcarmen Gonzalez
Mayra L. Gurrusquieta 1
Cardarius Lamar Hamilton
Treana D. Hebert
Gladys Grace Pegarido Hernandez
Sydney L. Hinshaw
Gabrielle Rebecca Jimenez 2
Josiah M. Jones 3
Alonzo Denoah Lee
Brittany Lopez 2
David Lott 1
Cassidy N. Lufkin 3
Carlos Jose Malespin
Coleman Alexander Marshall 2
Reginald Jordan McCalister 3
Travien D. Moore 2

Misael Morales 3
Penelope I. Moreno 1
Jazminjessenia Romo Navarro
Karsyn T. O’Brien
Victoria Orellana
Sofia Isabel Lopez Pirela 2
Isaac Christopher Ramirez 2
Erik Christopher Raybon
Payton A. Rivera 2
Ana Isabel Rosales 3
Kassidy Singleton
Edgard Kuri Tanus 2
Kapinga Dina Tshiteya 3
Aariellynn Viera
Amana Waheed
April Rena Williams 3
Taylor Rene Witten 2
Jessica A. Yebra 3

Department of Communication 
Sciences and Disorders
Banner Bearer
Sara Nicole Lamendola 2

Kristen Elizabeth Brown
Sara Nicole Lamendola 2
Sarah Savant 3

Department of Comparative 
Cultural Studies
Banner bearer
Gabrielle A. Charvat 1

Anthropology
Aspen Achilles Bickel 2
Juan Bocanegra
Alyssa Jordyn Ehlinger 2
Krystal Hinojosa 2
Katie M. Kaminski 3
Sanam Khan
Meghan Werbiski Martinez
Denise Faith Chiu Mira
Zoe Gin Pruden 2
Alexandria F. Rosas 3
Kendall Robert Skinner-Klee 3
Jasmine Angelique Yray

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony 
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Liberal Studies
Sandra Navarro Agustin
Itzel Almazan 1
Tristan Omarr Armstrong 3
Preston Blackwell
Joshua K. Burrell
Ruth Ellen Carroll
Gabrielle A. Charvat 1
Charlsea Audrey-Dolor Eckardt
Hannah Alysse Felske 2
Daniela Louise Graham 2
Elani Rachel Gretzer
Ryan Lucas Hernandez
Brock H. Liu 2
Amy Tu Nguyen 2
Ayomide Elizabeth Owosho
John M. Panzarella 3
Diana Esmeralda Flores Pedraza
Hannah Price 2
Haley Camille Simpson 2
Jeremy Jabbar Singleton
Amy E. Waltz-Reasonover 1
Jamal Weatherspoon

Religious Studies
Randall Thomas Beeson 2
Matthew Wayne Endsley
Emery A. Perrenot

Department of Economics
Banner bearer
Rhonda Hassan 1

Hunter Douglas Anderson 2
Syed Ali Aziz
Jared A. Blackmon
Jordan Thomas Boatman
Jonathan B. Bradford
Michael Paul Brewer
Santiago F. Buitrago
Roberto Daniel Chavez
Grant Terrance Cho
Kniel Andrew Christensen 3
Jessica G. Colmenero
Sean Patrick Dalton 2
Oscar Dimas

Crysthal I. Garcia
Kasra Gholizadeh 2
David Alexander Gonzalez, Jr. 2
Yousuf Hanif
Rhonda Hassan 1
Hayz Hill
William Dakota Horn
Sheikh Adeel Hussain
Guadalupe Iracheta 1
Abraham Jaramillo 1
Jack J. Jordan 2
Stephen M. Krim
Bao Quang Le 3
Reese D. Lee
Shaun Kardover Lewis
Melissa Lora 2
Karim H. Machkhas 2
Shane M. McCammon
Mark A. Montoya
Griffin John Morris
Nicholas A. Morris 1
Alyssa M. Munson 1
Maria Asuncion Eyang Oyono Ondo
Anthony Luong Ontiveros
Cristian O. Orozco 2
Angelo Nyunga Wime Paca
Annika S. Parambil
Gyra L. Paras
Aleksandar Petrusevski 1
Brandon William Pettinati 3
Long Thang Pham
Scott Nathan Phillips
Sabrina L. Poe
Eric Babcock Przybyl 2
Reilly E. Radke 2
Anthony Reyes
Andre Rodriguez
Maria Eugenia Romero 3
Kyle James Rorison
Saad S. Shaikh 2
Talha Q. Siddiqui
Timothy Craig Surginer
Marco Tejada
Michael Rives Tillman
Ryan T. To 2

Manuel Alejandro Tovar
Ian Alexander Tyree
Jeff Valencia
Stephan Michael Vigil
Jazmin Danylle Webster
Kyle A. Wendler
John Thomas Wilkins
Gavin Arlyn Workman
John Henry Wright IV 2

Department of English
Banner bearer
Thalia Desiree Trinidad 1

Austin Scott Bischoff 1
Samantha M. Burke 1
Clint Caballero
Megan Carlos
Ricardo Alan Colchado 2
Matthew Langston Cragg 2
Jorge L. Delgado
Isaac Flores 3
Susette Flores 2
Sandy Yamileth Galeas
Alexis De Jesus Arteaga Gomez 3
Dylan Jane Harrison
Rebecca Anne Henderson
Katherine Ann Huerta
Elizabeth Nicole Jackson 2
Faith Taylor Mathews
Javier Constantino Navarrete
Christopher Michael Noldt 2
Mariana Janeth Ordonez 2
Kierstyn D. Potter 2
Ashley Emma Ray 3
Kianna Joycelen Richard 3
Paola X. Salcedo
Jessica Maria Serpas
Andrew J. Shureiqi
Elena L. Smith 2
Kylie Jensen Sticca
Thalia Desiree Trinidad 1
Joanna Jacqueline Velasquez 3

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony
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Department of Health 
and Human Performance
Banner bearer
Epstein George Jacob 1

Human Nutrition and Foods
Amatur R. Afeefa
Nooran Alaswad
Denys C. Alfaro 3
Syma Sibtain Ali 2
Uzair Babar 3
Fatima A. Baradia
Leah Christine Brady
Desiree S. Bustos
Emily A. Calderon
Eloy Cavazos
Chelsea Ifeoma Chidozie 2
Amanda M. Davila
Nadia J. Dayah 2
Ellyen Yvonne Diermissen 2
Aya Dirawi
Shireen Durrani 2
Menah Mohamed Eissa 2
Joanna Wael Elhaj 1
Victoria A. Elizondo 2
Ceyda Iclal Ersoy 3
Abby Fuentes
Brandon A. Gomez
Ariba Hamid
Joseph Tith King Hoang
Arsalan Zachary Hojabri 1
Nahidah Ali Hussein
Mayra Yeselda Ibarra
Brielle Shaunte Johnson
Nafisa A. Karimjee
Blessel Joy Martinez
Odalis Martinez 3
Karina Mata
Ghazal Mirhashemi
Chioma Linda Mozie
Sakina Naqvi
Lori Nguyen 3
Nguyen Ngoc Thao Nguyen 3
Joshua O. Nwose 2
Uchechi N. Oguh

Grecia Fernanda Omana 3
Anna Panicker
Cindy Perez
Tran Bao Tran Pham 2
Truc Thuy Thanh Phan-Majano 3
Alejandra V. Bernal Racines
Payton A. Schroeder 3
Dahlia M. Solorzano
Carla Sosa
Arej T. Syed 2
Loubna Hana Tekrouri
Evelyn Maricela Torres
Michelle Ha Trang 2
Jennifer Villarreal
Yue Wang 1
Baoshan Wu
Yuanyuan Zhong 3

Kinesiology – Exercise Science
Laila Abuzaid
Eziafa Odinakachukw Achebe
James Tomilade Adeniran 2
Tonia O. Adeyemi 3
Jacob Vinod Aickareth 3
Bianca C. Alcala
Andrew Alex 2
Natalie G. Anderson 3
Karen Elizabeth Ayala
Michelle Balderrama
Merlin Vanessa Barrera
Celines Batista
Sarah Prosper Beetz
Hodalis Y. Bonilla
Andy Bran
Jordyn Taylor Brown
Deborah Burkhead 2
Jinxiang Cai
Myra Alejandra Camacho 2
Jonathan Noah Cedillo 3
Heather Y. Coleman
Lauren Elizabeth Covey
De’Leon Andre Cravens
Amy Danh
Shante Davis
Ngan Dinh

Aydin Iskandarovich Dursunov
Fadi B. El-Refaei
Sierra Ely
Sandra Oluchi Emereonye
Mikelline Escobedo
Crystal Espinoza
Emily Nicole Fernandez
Joshua Roy Filomeno
Bridget Nicole Francisco
Aylin Fuentes
Eduardo H. Garcia 3
Gabriel J. Seda Gaud
Sanaz Ghasemzadeh 3
Aliya Sherry Gonzalez
Ryan William Gonzalez 3
Morgan A. Goode 1
Gabrielle Isabel Griffiths
Christen M. Gutierrez
Milimo Dorcas Hamudulu
Travis Andrew Hawks
Danielle Hester
Sean Hu 1
Samara Irshad
Epstein George Jacob 1
Iman Ahmed Jilani
Jorge Ivan Jimenez 3
Alan Jacob John 3
Ayesha Khan 2
Abdul Sami Khatri
Britani Kirkpatrick
Alison Largent
Alidia Quynh-Linh Ngoc Le
Amy E. Le 2
Andy Jun Lin
Diego Ojeda Lopez
Hunter Robert Lyde
Caitlin Mangrum 3
Hingis K. Tchikou Manike 1
Ashlyn Brianna McConnell 3
Davon Raphael McKenzie
Courtney Marie Merrill
Ziv Mesulati 3
Kennedy Rae Middleton
Tabatha Migues
Victoria Marie Mikuta

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences
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Hafsa F. Mohiuddin 3
Aqeeb Piyar Momin
Evelyn A. Moon 2
Camille Ngo 3
Jevin Nguyen 2
Jonathan D. Nguyen
Mechelle Nguyen
Xuan Quynh Nguyen 1
Hays Kathryn Nichols
Aliza Zainab Jafri Noor 3
Sydney Jarriel Norman
Ekwere R. Offiong
Alice O. Ojeaga 2
Joshua Navarro Opune 1
Jordan Pattillo
Ivania Berenice Garcia Perdomo
Mario A. Perez
Rachael Noelle Perrier 3
Dominque Antwon Pittman
Shabaaz Punjani
Ahad Amirali Rajwani
Alyssa Krystel Rambally 2
Amaya J. Reeves
Tamara Elaine Remmers
Anthony Azael Rodriguez
Susana Rojas
Blaine A. Sablatura
Bilal Hasan Siddiqi 1
Hamza Hasan Siddiqi 2
Imran M. Siddiqi
Charlene D. Sigua
Chunkka Jhulla Qebekah 

Villarias Sta. Cruz
Jane Marget Studstill
Selena Susano
Angela Tablada
Alisi Joelle Talbot
Jamile Carter Thomas
Cody Timpone 2
Vivian T. Tinh
Christianne Tomakin
Emily T. Tran
Mimi Y. Tran
Nicholas D. Tran
Tina T. Tran 3

Angel O. Udegbu
Kimberly Urquiza 3
Marcos Daniel Velasquez
Genevieve Rose Marie Weber 3
Lana Nasser Wehbe
Alexandra Wilmot
Nathan L. Xie 3
Kumail Zaidi 3

Kinesiology – Fitness and Sports
Sebastian Agudelo 3
Daylon Jefferson
Dominic Paul Leachman
Alexa Lumpkin
Jacob J. Montemayor
Nathan J. Rivera
Madison Megan Shelton
Kippriana Sonita Webster

Kinesiology – Sports Administration
Clayton Dane Aguilar
Miguel Anguiano
Robert Carl Coghlan
Steven Patrick Durbin
Jorge Armando Escobedo, Jr.
Austin T. Frailey
Daniel Jared Hoffman
Thomas Winston Hofler III
Colin Joseph Leblanc 3
Jonathan Liang
Wayne A. Meece
Jackeline Ivette Melendez 3
Isaiah Anthony Metoyer
Christopher C. Nguyen
Jonathan Noah Perez 3
Orlando Daniel Ramirez
Marius Owen Reyes 3
Christian Emmanuelle Scott
Kalinda A. Scura 3
Sean S. Sheikh 2
Angel Silva
Jake Stevens Snyder 3
Julian P. Sweed
Bryan Tep
Korbin A. Tucker

Department of Hispanic Studies
Banner bearer
Daniela L. Burciaga 2

Spanish
Daniela L. Burciaga 2
Karla Ivonne Gutierrez Iyer
Ashley Marie Lopez 2
Monica Mayela Marroquin
Elizabeth A. Merlinsky 2

Department of History
Banner bearer
Jessica Lopez 1

Cain Amador
Garrett Ryan Baxley
Miles L. Bednorz 2
Colin Carter 1
Lissette Centeno
William Edgar Coneby
Samuel Rey Deleon
Mike Jobbens Dure
Molly E. Federwisch 2
Adiel Jose Carcasses Goenaga
Nancy Elena Gomez 1
Alyssa N. Hanewinkel 2
Paul M. Hodge 1
Jessica Lopez 1
Zachariah James Mercer 3
Antonio Enrique Munoz
Kaitlyn Taylor Orechoneg 2
Maria Guadalupe Perez 2
Samantha Perez 1
Sean G. Perry 3
Maite Samantha Ramos
Juan Javier Rodriguez
Karla G. Rodriguez 2
Francis Carolina Ruiz
Jorge Torres Sanchez
Graham Eden Schooley III
Marisol Soriano
Kira Carmelita Soria-Ramirez
Lena D. Teckenbrock
Alondra Anahi Torres 1
Anthony John Vais

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
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Diana Valle 2
David Jovani Vanegas

Department of Modern 
and Classical Languages
Banner bearer
Anh Ngoc Nguyen 1

Chinese Studies
Anh Ngoc Nguyen 1

French
Monica Mayela Marroquin

World Cultures and Literatures
Alexander Kristopher Andrews 2
Ranyah Raneem Atwan 2
Victor Andre Mikhail
Megan Perry 3
Katie Don Elizabeth White Welch 3

Department of Philosophy
Banner bearer
Tushar S. Dharam 1

Khadijah Brown
Tushar S. Dharam 1
Mia K. Diocee 2
Mytrang T. Huynh
Samuel Christopher Nelson-Fryar
Malaika Magsie Reid 3
Tieko S. Stinnett 3
Stepheni N. Torres
Rebecca Lynn Wood

Department of Political Science
Banner bearer
Chloe N. Cherry 1

Anthony Joseph Mismanos Adriatico
Eesha Ahmed
Daisy Lizbeth Amador
Mary E. Brewer 3
Jailine Canales
Victor L. Carroll
Everardo Castro
Chloe N. Cherry 1
Juliet Ciin Suan Cing

Moriah Nicole Daniels
Samuel Rey Deleon
Megan Nadine Derouen 3
Cody Dickerson 1
Hunter Phillip Dodgen 2
Charlie Jean Dorbin 3
Madison Jaye Everett
Katherine V. Fasanando
Rebecca Lynn Flores
Kimberly Anahi Gonzalez
Daisy Marie Guerrero
Elisa Marie Guevara
Trevor Benjamin Gustin
Elaine Marie Haik
Treana D. Hebert
Rebecca Hernandez
Yuka Higashi 3
Muminah Imran Idris
John Paul James
Desiree Jones 2
Nasrin Jones 3
Ahmed Moustafa Keshta
Amiyah Latrese Key
Aliya Khawaja
Penny Nicole Leal
Andres Leon 3
Juan C. Manzanares, Jr.
Kyle Arnez Mendoza
Kyle O’Neil Mendoza
Lydia Gaim Michael
Esaam B. Mirza
Alexandria Lidia Motes
Giselle Negrete 2
Nkem Delores Nnam 2
Karsyn T. O’Brien
Jackson Wade Odom 3
Amanda Orozco
Griselda Ortega 3
Marianne Jocelyn Osorto
Zackary L. Perham
Jonathan Charles Quick
Fiore I. Rangel
Russell Craig Reeves
Robert Allen Richards
Karla G. Rodriguez 2

Nadia C. Rodriguez
Michael Alexander Roman
Karen Tilbe Ruvalcaba 1
Shahidullah Safi
Brandon M. Seagreaves 2
Jochen Seeba 2
Yashovardhan Singh
Ataiya C. Smith
Alexander Tabora
Mandy Tran 1
Valentina Vasquez
Edgar Vazquez
Andrew B. Wallace
Sirron Amarri Washington 1
Gabrielle S. Winston
Kai Young

Department of Psychology
Banner bearer
Nakhal R. Zafar 1

Lexi E. Aguilar
Lorena Aguirre
Ahmad Naweed Ahmadzai
Amber Alam 1
Yasmine Tatiyana Alba 3
Leslie Lizeth Albarran
Dulce Rosario Alcantar
Rahaf Omar Aldaim 3
Monica Alicia Aleman
Jennifer Belgini Alfaro
Aaliyah Shae Ali
Yara Alkhush 2
Ronald Allison
Eman Aloosh
Jailene E. Alvarez
Chisom J. Anyanwu
Elliott Ashton 2
Almedina Avdic 3
Andrea Estefania Gonzalez Ballesteros
Alexandra M. Barrientos 2
Paige Bayne
Tania Zeneida Benitez
Marlena L. Birchfield
Katie M. Bourland
Kimberly Rose Bowen

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences
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Nicholas Troy Brannan 2
Dayna-Marie Janelle Brown
Bridgette Thao Bui 3
Aracely Guadalupe Calzada 2
Abigail Eunice Cancinos 1
Andrew Cantu 3
Elisbet Cardenas Cardenas
Elisabeth Cardona
Robert Castaneda 2
Gustavo Ceron Castillo 2
Adamaris Celeste Ceja
Michelle G. Faria Chavez
Lun Ciin
Abbey Leigh Cook
Diana Sarai Cordova 3
Erin Paige Crosby
Cody Emerson Davis 1
Tijera M. Davis 2
Azime Gulin Divarci 3
Yasamin Naghavi Divkola 3
Jessica Dudziak
Larrissa Renee Dumas
Lauren Ariel Duncan 2
Courtney Ivie D. Edosa
Alexia M. Edwards
Stephanie Jean Egly 3
Javeria Ejaz 1
Katherine Paula Esperanza
Martha Ximena Estrella
Duaa Fatima 3
Valeria D. Feldman
Jamesha A. Finney
Cindy Flores 2
Ruth Liliana Gonzales Flores
Celia Elizabeth Fragoso
Haley D. Funches
Karen Galindo
Anna Virginia Galvan
Alma Jakelin Garcia 2
Hector O. Garcia 2
Kathya Garcia 2
Kylie Garcia
Mary Anne Carmel Garcia
Kaycie Marie George
Rachel Kathleen Gainer Goldsbury

Demarqus Samuel Goodson
Chyna Marie Govea
Caleb Gray
Katia Ariadne Aranda Guillen
Scott Douglas Gunther
Imani Celestine Gurnell
Zainab Amenah Haija 3
Jason Hankins 1
David Matthew Hartman 2
Hannah Rebecca Hassel 2
Kortlyn Jaquell Henderson
Raul A. Hernandez 3
Antonio J. Hicks
Pamela Huicochea 2
Zahra Hussnain
Amy Ogechukwu Igbokwe
Christine Chidera Iweajunwa
Carly G. Jackson 2
Aaisha Jamal
Blessing Jimmy
Rebecca Jewel Jones 3
Sarah Khan 3
Milton Khong 2
Michelle Youngeun Kim 2
Keerti Ann Kuriakose 2
Jasalyn Victoria Lacy
Symone A. Lalonde 2
Sarah Langhoff
Lucero Lara
Shane Marcus Lare
Tooba Imran Latif 2
Christopher Michael Lewis 3
Joann T. Long
Tobi I. Loo
Ivana Lozano 2
Eric Lucas 3
Priscila Jaqueline Lucio-Muniz 3
Tai L. Luckie 2
Sofia Nicole Lura Lumbo 2
Andrea Rose Madison 2
Julie Mai
Magaly A. Maldonado
Izihrie H. Mark
Ashly Jimena Marquez
Chase Martin

Hannah Martinez 3
Lizbeth Martinez
Stephanie Gisselle Martinez
Jessica Marie McDonald
Keely Alyse McNichol 2
Celine Nicole Mireles
Noorani Shoeb Momin 3
Sana R. Momin 1
Celine Loren Moore
Erick Alejandro Morales 3
Miguel Antonio Morales
Abigail Moreno
Abieyuwa Hope Musa 3
Nathalie L. Nava 3
Ann Nguyen
Christina Nguyen 3
Christina Nguyen
Diem G. Nguyen 1
Emily My Nguyen 2
Jocelyn Nguyen
Lac Nhi Nguyen 2
Truong-Vi E. Nguyen
Colin Njemanze
Michael Ryan Ogden
Doris T. Ohanaja
Paige Anne Olmen 3
Alexandra V. Ortega
Jaime Oviedo
Gloria Sarai Pacheco
Anna Panicker
Rebecca Kay Paredes 2
Krishna R. Patel 3
Nirali Ankit Patel 2
Robin M. Penaflor
Anthony Dzu Tu Pham
Chase R. Philip
Alyssa Monique Pinon
Mary Pless 2
Jose Angel Portillo
Keoshi Necole Pritchard
Hannah Abigail Puccia 3
Lauren Kennedy Read
Perla H. Reaidy 2
Ayesha Abdul Rehman
Michelle A. Reyes

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
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Gabrielle Claudia Rios 1
Eliana F. Robbiano 3
Gregory Clark Robin 2
Alicia S. Rodriguez 2
Regina Rodriguez 3
Jahjuan H. Rogers 2
Delfina Romero 3
Alexandria F. Rosas 3
Cristal Ruiz
Phallon A. Russell
Mohammad Ray Safie 3
Lillian Kate Salazar 3
Brenda Salgado
Kimberly Nicole Salinas
Alejandro Sanchez
Andrea A. Sanchez
Sabella Alexandra Sandoval
Neama Saood
Sarah Savant 3
Jessica S. Seggebruch
Haley Silvey
Lucas Matthew Sims
Carrington Olivia Slaughter 1
Enida Solo 3
Gleson Terrell Sprewell
Sabrina Stanley 3
Rebeca L. Stevens 2
Justin Joung Suh
Jaida Swanson 3
Faraz Syed 3
Natalie Maria Tabor 3
Ramani Keishaun Talley
Virginia Tamez
Joyce Brinild Ngankeu Tchikou
Myriah Thomas
Taylor Tolson 2

Alan D. Torres
Tracy Linh Phuong Tran
Brendan M. Traynor 2
Lauren K. Turton 1
Augusta O. Uduebor
Brayan A. Uriostegui 3
Melissa Valdes
Maria Valencia
Tyrell E. Valentine
Amanda A. Vargas 2
Bernave Vega, Jr. 3
Kennedy Verge
Amelia Villafana
Angelica Villanueva 1
Trent F. Vinklarek
Yvonne Vuong 2
Lee Alan Wagner
Dana Rochelle Wallace
Brianna Monique Webb
Mykala Weston
Elizabeth Arlene Whitmire
Jazzerae Lachae Williams
Andrea A. Wolf 3
Katrina M. Wong 2
Tatum Ann Wright 3
Meryl Zachariah
Nakhal R. Zafar 1
Sofia Alejandra Zapata 3
Ekaterina D. Zdravkova
Sydney Zehner 2

Department of Sociology
Banner bearer
Fernanda Marrero Hi 1

Dasia Bando
Inez Marie Barrera
Geraldine Carolina Blanco
Ted Bui
Olivier Charles-Pierre
Craig Joseph Cormier II 3
Jiliane Domnique Faciane
Nikki Marjolein Garza
Paola Gonzalez 3
Andrea Herrera
Fernanda Marrero Hi 1
Serena Love Kialoa
Kierra R. Link 3
Gregory B. Lovings
Katherine Johnston Mumey 3
Safa Nazlee 2
Halla Odeh 3
Amber Onohuomen Olumese 2
Ladaysha Porche Reynolds
Domiya Rhodes
Laura G. Rodriguez 3
Brandy Rosales
Essance Sample
Robby Singh
Briana Nikole Whitaker 3
Sarah Wilson

Department of Women’s, 
Gender and Sexuality Studies
Banner bearer
Hannah F. Williams 1

Lena Myers
Hannah F. Williams 1

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony 
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Message from the Dean

December 17, 2021

We think of commencement as an end, a finish line, yet the word proclaims 
that this moment is a new beginning, that “today is the first day of the rest of 
your life” as the old posters and new memes remind us. Our graduation ritual 
of “walking” has been revived, despite the challenges familiar to us all, thanks 
to a promise and a commitment from Chancellor Khator. Walking is treasured 
by students and their families because it conveys in motion, symbol, and 

photograph the fact that you are literally taking next steps on a new journey into a new world.

Then-Senator Barack Obama, however, in a definitive speech entitled “A More Perfect Union,” quoted this 
famous line from a William Faulkner novel: “The past is never dead. It’s not even past.” And a great teacher 
and scholar, R.J. Kaufmann, had this insight about what we read, say, write, do, and experience: “Nothing 
is ever lost.” So, to understand a person in midlife, you need to know what they were doing between the 
ages of 18 and 24 and what was going on in the world during those years. To anticipate the person you 
will become, you might well reflect on what you have been doing over the last four or five years, inside 
and outside the classroom, and what has been going on in the world.

We are confident that what you have been reading, writing, and doing during your undergraduate years, 
the tonic tasks that you have undertaken, will not be lost. Breaking through to that hard-won epiphany in 
a Human Sit paper; taking your first oral exam and killing it (or vowing to kill it next time!); presenting 
your poster, virtually or in person, at Undergraduate Research Day; making the transition from mentee 
in year one to mentor in year three; developing a partnership with a middle school whose students could 
really use some Honors College tutors; developing cultural competencies and medical skills so you can 
responsibly serve a refugee community in Jordan; representing UH in a Model Arab League simulation in 
Washington or Cairo; becoming certified as a Community Health Worker in order to assist Third Ward 
families; completing a competitive application for a major award, and then interviewing for and perhaps 
winning a Fulbright, a Goldwater, or a Critical Language Scholarship. Despite the many challenges—or 
perhaps because of them—your generation has the opportunity to become a great generation, perhaps the 
greatest generation of the 21st century.

Our hope is that the past four or five years have prepared you for deep satisfactions in your professional 
lives, and beyond your professional lives. This week you are commencing, you are walking on in your 
journey. We are proud of you, and we hope that you will not be a stranger to joy or a stranger to us in the 
years to come.

Be safe and be well,

Bill Monroe 
The Honors College
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The Honors College Honors

The Honors College at the University of Houston offers students special opportunities to develop their academic abilities. Below 
are the Honors College designations.

University Honors and University Honors with Honors in Major
Students who complete the Honors College curriculum (36 hours) graduate with University Honors. If students also complete a 
senior honors thesis, they graduate with University Honors with Honors in Major.

Collegiate Honors and Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major
Students who fulfill the requirements for the honors program in the college of their major, including 21 hours of honors courses; 
who complete an Honors College minor, or who complete 21 hours of approved honors courses. If students also complete a 
senior honors thesis, they graduate with Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major.

Membership in The Honors College and Membership in The Honors College with Honors in Major
Students who affiliate with the Honors College during their undergraduate years and complete fewer than 21 hours of honors 
courses. If students also complete a senior honors thesis and fulfill the requirements of their major with distinction, they graduate 
with Membership in The Honors College with Honors in Major.

Honors in Major
Students who complete a senior honors thesis but are not members of the Honors College.
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University of Houston
The Honors College

University Honors with Honors in Major

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Hannah Aurora Martinez

University Honors

C. T. Bauer College 
of Business
Cem Baber
Josue Isai Cruz-Arriola
Alexandra Dearborn
Paisley Fernandez
Kaleigh Michelle Flynn
Luis Felipe Galleno
Amanda Lynn Ganis
Juan Gabriel Laxa
Karim Hazem Machkhas
Shaan Moosa Muhammad
Bassam Razzaq
Megan Ann Robinson
Zoe Rountree
Rida Jawad Sarwar
Gabriel Segovia-Plate
Brooklyn Renee Smith
David Smith
Trang Pham Thuy Than
Thanh Tu Tran
Kathryn Paige Van Horn

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Hunter Douglas Anderson
Alexander Kristopher Andrews
Miles Lockhart Bednorz
Ruth Ellen Carroll
Gabrielle Charvat
Ceyda Iclal Ersoy
Alma Jakelin Garcia

Daniela Louise Graham
David Matthew Hartman
Hannah Rebecca Hassel
Treana Hebert
Sean Hu
Mytrang Huynh
Brock Liu
Karim Hazem Machkhas
Tayma Lynn Machkhas
Elizabeth Aleksandra Merlinsky
Penelope Itzae Moreno
Camille Ngo
Anh Tu Nguyen
Sean Gwyneth Perry
Aleksandar Petrusevski
Katherine Sophia Solberg
Lena D. Teckenbrock
Alondra Anahi Torres
Ealee Tuan

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts
Doriane Alfon
Gabriela Ruth Gonzalez

College of Education
Megan Dorothy Cudal Buena
Tayma Lynn Machkhas
Kamryn Milan Schafer
Sara Safwan Syed
Vivian Nguyen Tran

Cullen College 
of Engineering
Kyle Alfeche Eclarin
Marissa Garcia
Sarah Danielle Hannusch
Sajid Khan
Oscar Daniel Leon
Alfonso Merino
Sai Anuroop Mulukuri
Derek Nguyen
Zouheir Daniel Obeid
Megan Ann Robinson
Eniola Ruth Sam-Olibale
John Logan Sammons
Peter Winski

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Nooha Ali Ahmed
Alexander Kristopher Andrews
Travis Joseph Baylor
Brenna Chan
Richa Dudhia
Sydney Elizabeth Nutter
Elizabeth K. Odonnell
Alejandra Paiuk
Emma Schenck
Bryana Stigers
Pardis Zohari
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University of Houston
The Honors College

Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major

College of Education
Dua Abidi

Collegiate Honors

C. T. Bauer College 
of Business
Alison Fae Vasterling

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Megan Faye Barineau
Sean Patrick Dalton
Sophia Marie Frusco
Rhonda Hassan
Krystal Hinojosa
Ivana Lozano
Nathalie L. Nava

Ashlee Nixon
Ejenavi D. Ojigho
Hannah Elisabeth Price
Enrique Salinas

College of Education
Areeba Ahmed
Emily Grace O’Neill

Cullen College 
of Engineering
Samantha Marie Bales
Kelly Graham

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Sofia Marie Sumira Esico
Avinash Kotecha
Cindy Mai
Yaseen A. Syed
Jan Stephen Magluyan Tamayo
Pichvyda Tuy

College of Technology
Trevor Cordell Green
Arshia Komeili

Membership in The Honors College

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Rahaf Omar Aldaim
Colin Carter
Cody Dickerson
Jochen Seeba
Juan Carlos Uribe

Cullen College 
of Engineering
Daniel John Saber

Conrad N. Hilton 
College of Hotel 
and Restaurant 
Management
Consuelo Maia Ecevido

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Lucas W. Teague
Hima Shaji Vadakekara

College of Technology
Burgundy Johnson


