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Message from the President

May 12, 2022

Dear University of Houston Graduates,

Congratulations! The moment you’ve long dreamed of today becomes 
a reality. Today, you become a college graduate. The long hours, late 
nights and countless sacrifices have all been worth it. Your hard work 
has prepared you for a rewarding and successful career.

Over your college journey, you’ve grown in knowledge and skill, character and stature. 
Reaching this cherished milestone is a testament to your resilience and tenacity. Having 
done so in a pandemic shows your strength and resolve. I have no doubt these same 
attributes will serve you well as you make your mark in the world. You leave here today 
educated, equipped and prepared to succeed.

The support of your parents, families and friends, and the encouragement of your UH 
faculty, advisers and staff have also played a significant part in your success. Remember to 
thank them for their contribution.

You’ve received a first-class education here at UH. This is the home of “genius grant” 
winners, nationally top-ranked academic programs, world-renowned faculty, Carnegie-
designated Tier One research and so much more. Now, go forward as proud graduates 
and take the world by storm. I know in my heart that you are now ready and able to be the 
leaders that our society needs. You are the future we have been waiting for.

With my best wishes for a bright future, Go Coogs!

Warmest regards,

Renu Khator 
President



4 UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON

U
N

IV
E
R

SITY OF HOU
S
T
O

N

f

ounded 1927



Spring 2022 Commencement 5

Message from the Provost

Congratulations, Cougars!

I would like to personally congratulate each of you on this 
momentous achievement. You have worked hard to be here today, and 
that effort shows.

Your family, friends, mentors and peers have supported you and 
helped you to arrive at this great time in your life. So, I thank them, as I am sure you also 
do, for all they have contributed.

I would like to remind each of you to be proud of your time at the University of Houston. 
You graduate today as future intellectual leaders, researchers, entrepreneurs, healers and 
artists. Do not forget that you are bound together by your alma mater, and that bond is 
a strong one. Many of your predecessors have gone on to achieve great success in their 
professional lives. I wish the same for you.

Whether you are receiving your bachelor’s, master’s, professional or doctoral degree, you 
have achieved a major milestone in your life. We are proud of you, and we are proud you 
are now Tier One University of Houston alumni.

On behalf of all the University faculty and college deans, I congratulate you on your 
achievements. You are our best and brightest, and we are honored to have been a part of 
your lives.

Warm regards,

Paula Myrick Short 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost
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University of Houston System

Board of Regents
Tilman J. Fertitta, Chairman

Jack B. Moore, Vice Chairman
Durga D. Agrawal, Secretary

Doug H. Brooks
Alonzo Cantu

Steve I. Chazen
Derek M. Delgado
John A. McCall Jr.

Beth Madison
Ricky Raven

University of Houston

President
Renu Khator

President’s Cabinet

Paula Myrick Short 
Theresa M. Monaco Chair for the Provost 

Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

Raymond S. Bartlett 
Senior Vice President for Administration and Finance

Bettina Beech 
Chief Population Health Officer

Eloise Brice 
Vice President for University Advancement

Dona Hamilton Cornell 
Vice President for Legal Affairs and General Counsel

Vallabh Das 
President, UH Faculty Senate

Amr Elnashai 
Vice President for Research and Technology Transfer

Lisa Holdeman 
Vice President for University Marketing 

and Communications

Michael Johnson 
Chief of Staff

Ramanan Krishnamoorti 
Chief Energy Officer

Elwyn C. Lee 
Vice President for Neighborhood and Strategic Initiatives

Daniel M. Maxwell 
Interim Vice President for Student Affairs  

and Enrollment Services 

Michael Pedé 
Associate Vice President for Alumni Relations

Chris Pezman 
Vice President for Intercollegiate Athletics and Athletics Director

Jason Smith 
Vice President for Governmental Relations

Stephen J. Spann 
Vice President for Medical Affairs and 
Founding Dean, College of Medicine

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston Deans

Anthony P. Ambler 
College of Technology

Leonard M. Baynes 
UH Law Center

Andrew Davis 
Founding Dean 

Cullen Foundation Endowed Dean’s Chair 
Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts

Alan J. Dettlaff 
Maconda Brown O’Connor Endowed Dean’s Chair 

Graduate College of Social Work

Jim Granato 
Dean 

Hobby School of Public Affairs

Athena N. Jackson 
Elizabeth D. Rockwell Endowed Dean’s Chair 

University of Houston Libraries

Stuart Long 
Interim Dean 

The Honors College

Robert McPherson 
Elizabeth D. Rockwell Endowed Dean’s Chair 

College of Education

Daniel P. O’Connor 
Dean 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Patricia Belton Oliver 
ACSA Distinguished Professor  

Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture and Design

Paul A. Pavlou 
Cullen Distinguished Chair 

C. T. Bauer College of Business

F. Lamar Pritchard 
Humana Endowed Dean’s Chair in Pharmacy 

College of Pharmacy

Dennis Reynolds 
Barron Hilton Distinguished Chair 

Conrad N. Hilton College of  
Global Hospitality Leadership

Stephen J. Spann 
Founding Dean 

College of Medicine 

Kathryn M. Tart 
Founding Dean 

Humana Endowed Dean’s Chair in Nursing 
College of Nursing

Joseph W. Tedesco 
Elizabeth D. Rockwell Endowed Dean’s Chair 

Cullen College of Engineering

Michael Twa 
Humana Endowed Dean’s Chair in Optometry 

College of Optometry

Dan E. Wells 
Distinguished Professor of Science 

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony



8 UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON

The University of Houston was established as the 
Houston Junior College in 1927. As the college grew, 
it prospered and officially became the four-year 
University of Houston in 1934. Two years later, the 
college attained land for a permanent campus, and 
in 1939 it constructed its first building, the Roy 
G. Cullen Building. The University became a state 
institution in 1963.

The University includes 15 academic colleges, one 
school and the multidisciplinary Honors College that 
teach a wide array of subjects – from math, arts and 
engineering to law, pharmacy and business. What 
started as a campus with a single building has grown 
into a world-class university, offering more than 270 
undergraduate and graduate programs to more than 
47,000 students annually.

UH is a Carnegie-designated Tier One public research 
university, and its public service and community 
activities, such as cultural offerings, clinical services, 
policy studies and small business initiatives, serve 
a diverse metropolitan population. Likewise, the 
resources of the Gulf Coast Region complement and 
enrich the University’s academic programs, providing 
students with professional expertise, practical 
experience and career opportunities.

In keeping with the University’s commitment to 
excellence, UH raised the benchmark of academic 
achievement when Phi Beta Kappa, the nation’s oldest 
and most prestigious academic honor society, awarded 
UH the approval to start a chapter in 2015. This 
designation welcomed UH to an elite group of the 
nation’s most esteemed colleges and universities.

University of Houston History

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture and Design

Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Violet

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Violet 
	 Tassel: Black

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts

Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Brown

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Brown 
	 Hood (Music): Pink 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Pink 
	 Tassel: Red

C. T. Bauer College of Business
Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Dark Blue

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Drab 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Dark Blue 
	 Tassel: Red

College of Education
Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Light Blue

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Light Blue 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood (Ed.D.): Light Blue 
	 Hood (Ph.D.): Dark Blue 
	 Tassel: Red

Cullen College of Engineering
Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Orange

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Orange 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Dark Blue 
	 Tassel: Red

Conrad N. Hilton College of  
Global Hospitality Leadership

Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Navy

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Navy, Red and White 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Dark Blue 
	 Tassel: Red

Academic costumes of today have a history of nearly eight centuries. In medieval Europe, all townspeople wore 
long flowing robes and gowns. The materials and colors were governed by royal decree. Gradually, distinctive 
gowns were developed for the various professions, trades and guilds. Scholars wore robes and hoods to protect 
their shaved heads. Later, skullcaps were worn on the head, and the hoods became a cape that could be pulled over 
the head during unpleasant weather.

As additional universities were founded, distinctive forms of the gown and hood were adapted by their faculties 
for bachelor’s (apprentices of the arts), master’s (teachers) and doctoral (teachers who had completed postgraduate 
studies). When caps and hats came into fashion in the 15th century, the hoods became ornamental, draped over the 
shoulders and down the back.

The academic hat was first worn as a symbol of the master’s degree and existed in various forms. The mortarboard 
style comes to us from Oxford University. When academic costumes came to America in 1754, styles were quite 
varied. In Europe, they still are; however, in our country, usage has been standardized by the Intercollegiate Code 
of Academic Costume.

Commencement Traditions
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UH Law Center
Master’s Degree	 Hood: Purple 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Purple 
	 Tassel: Red 

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences

Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Citron

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Citron 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Dark Blue 
	 Tassel: Red

College of Medicine
Doctor of Medicine Degree 
	 Hood: Kelly Green 
	 Tassel: Red

College of Natural Sciences 
and Mathematics

Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Golden Yellow

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Golden Yellow 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Dark Blue 
	 Tassel: Red

College of Nursing
Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Apricot

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Apricot 
	 Tassel: Black

College of Optometry
Master’s Degree	 Hood: Gold 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctor of Philosophy Degree 
	 Hood: Royal Blue 
	 Tassel: Red

Doctor of Optometry Degree 
	 Hood: Seafoam Green 
	 Tassel: Red

College of Pharmacy
Bachelor’s Degree 	 Tassel: Olive

Master’s Degree 	 Hood: Olive 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctor of Philosophy Degree

	 Hood: Royal Blue 
	  Tassel: Red

Doctor of Pharmacy Degree 
	 Hood: Olive 
	 Tassel: Red 

Graduate College 
of Social Work

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Citron 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Citron 
		 Tassel: Red 

College of Technology
Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Maroon

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Maroon 
	 Tassel: Black

Hobby School of Public Affairs
Master’s Degree: 	 Hood: Peacock Blue 
	 Tassel: Peacock Blue

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

Ceremonial Symbols

The Seal
Throughout history, seals have been used to authenticate official documents. The 
University of Houston and UH System seals both bear the Official Seal of Arms of General 
Sam Houston, as handed down to him from his noble ancestors. It includes the escutcheon 
in the center of the seal — consisting of checkered chevrons denoting nobility — and three 
martlets, gentle lowland birds that symbolize peace and deliverance. A winged hourglass is 
placed above the shield. Surmounting this is the motto “In Tempore,” meaning “In Time.” 
The greyhounds indicate speed of giving aid. The UH seal was first adopted in 1938 as the 
present campus was established. Although the look of the seal has evolved over the years, 
the first version was etched into the floor of the Roy G. Cullen Building.

University Mace
The University Mace, which is carried in academic processions, is a staff symbolizing the 
University’s authority and unity. The tradition of the academic mace began in the late 
14th century when two ancient instruments, the royal scepter and the battle mace, were 
combined to form a university president’s symbol of authority.

The Alma Mater

All hail to thee,

Our Houston University.

Our hearts fill with gladness

When we think of thee.

We’ll always adore thee

Dear old varsity.

And to thy memory cherished,

True we’ll ever be.

Words and music by Harmony Class of 1942
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Summa Cum Laude – 4.0 GPA Graduates

The following graduates are recognized for achieving Summa Cum Laude with a 4.0 cumulative grade point 
average while also completing their degree within four years of starting their first semester in college at the 
University of Houston.

Fall 2021
Ryan Chang 

Bachelor of Science in Biology 
College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Rabia Gadrab 
Bachelor of Business Administration  

in Supply Chain Management 
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Julia Nguyen 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Supply Chain 

Management 
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Kelly Nguyen 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Finance 

C. T. Bauer College of Business

Kimberly Nguyen 
Bachelor of Business Administration  

in Supply Chain Management 
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Jacob Olsen
Bachelor of Business Administration  

in Supply Chain Management 
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Precious Amber Vargas
Bachelor of Business Administration  

in Supply Chain Management 
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Istvan Wang 
Bachelor of Science in Computer Science 

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Shehzad Yousaf 
Bachelor of Science in Computer Science 

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Academic Honors

Academic honors are based on the requirements of the catalog year students entered the University. The final 
designation for honors is determined by the Provost’s Office upon final completion of all degree requirements.

Undergraduates who have graduated with the stated academic honors have achieved the following grade point 
averages earned in the last 54 hours completed at the University of Houston.

		  3.90 to 4.0 Summa Cum Laude (with Highest Honors)
		  3.70 to 3.89 Magna Cum Laude (with High Honors)
		  3.50 to 3.69 Cum Laude (with Honors)

This roster does not include the names of degree holders who chose to withhold information under the Federal 
Education Rights and Privacy Act.

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

Spring 2022
Hanan AbdelGilil 

Bachelor of Science in Biology 
College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Polina Maksimovna Bandrovskaya 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Marketing 

C. T. Bauer College of Business

Alex R. Botelho 
Bachelor of Science in Teaching and Learning 

College of Education

Alexander Xavier Eddings 
Bachelor of Business Administration  

in Supply Chain Management 
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Zoe Elliot Hearnsberger 
Bachelor of Business Administration  

in Supply Chain Management 
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Roger M. Hoang 
Bachelor of Science in Hotel and Restaurant Management 

Conrad N. Hilton College of  
Global Hospitality Leadership

Tammy Thanhtam Lam 
Bachelor of Science in Mathematics 

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Bachelor of Science in Computer Science 
College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Ana Crystelle Angela Manda 
Bachelor of Business Administration  
in Management Infomation Systems 
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Alexandria D. Martinez 
Bachelor of Science in Hotel and Restaurant Management 

Conrad N. Hilton College of  
Global Hospitality Leadership

Rachel Thao-Mi Pham 
Bachelor of Business Administration  
in Management Infomation Systems 
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Sebastian Poggi 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Kristen N. Rollins 
Bachelor of Science in Communication Disorders 
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Giovani Solis 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Finance 

C. T. Bauer College of Business

David Andrei Tatchin 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting 

C. T. Bauer College of Business

Morgan E. Thomas 
Bachelor of Arts in History 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Alina Mai Thao To 
Bachelor of Science in Biochemical and Biophysical Sciences 

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Jorge L. Vaca 
Bachelor of Science in Economics 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

Honorary Degree

Kathrine G. McGovern

A lover of arts and the humanities, Kathrine G. McGovern is an exemplar of a 
life well-lived in service to others. The John P. McGovern Foundation, which 
she and her late husband Dr. John P. McGovern established, is a legendary 
philanthropic institution in Houston. Through its magnanimous support, 
the foundation has transformed the city’s arts, health care, park and higher 
education systems for the benefit of all Houstonians. 

From 1957 to 1961, McGovern studied art and design at the University of 
Houston under noted professor and Texas artist Don Snell. Although she 
made the difficult decision to leave the University to marry Dr. McGovern 
before completing her degree, her passion for the arts never ceased. In the 

1960s, she continued her studies at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston under renowned Texas painter Dorothy 
Hood and became an accomplished painter in her own right. 

She believes “the arts play a very vital role in our society as artists convey their interpretations of beauty, 
performance and concept to the viewer, often opening minds to new appreciations of the world around us.” 
Motivated by her lifelong love for the arts and UH, in January 2017, she gave a historic $20 million gift to 
create a permanent endowment for the University’s newly established College of the Arts. In recognition of the 
transformational gift, UH renamed the college the Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts and McGovern made 
history by becoming the first alumna and first woman at UH to have a college bear her name. The gift was one of 
two leading, eight-figure gifts in the $1.24 billion “Here, We Go” campaign and is one of the three largest gifts to 
the visual and performing arts in the history of the University. 

She has served as president of The John P. McGovern Foundation since her husband’s passing in 2007 and is always 
looking to the future with a focused interest in improving the quality of life throughout Houston. In addition to 
UH, McGovern has given generous support to The University of Texas Health Science Center; The Houston Zoo; 
The Ronald McDonald House; the Houston Parks Board; The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston; and individuals and 
families in need throughout the Houston and Galveston region, among others. 

—————

The Doctor of Humane Letters degrees, honoris causa, given for exemplary service  
to the University of Houston or society at large, is the highest honor UH can bestow.
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Message from the Dean

Dear College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics Graduate,

Congratulations! Today, we celebrate a significant milestone in your 
educational career.

A few years ago, you came to the University of Houston with a personal 
goal. Now, you have attained it. Your degree is more than a testament to 
your hard work; it is the foundation upon which you will build as you 

continue to learn throughout your lifetime. 

Your last years at UH were during one of the most unusual and trying times in recent 
history. But you adjusted to new ways of delivering courses and changes to how you worked 
with others to get projects done. Most of all, you persevered. It wasn’t always easy, but you 
succeeded!

As a graduate of NSM, you have proven that you are driven by inquiry, exploration, 
and innovation. You and your classmates will be the force behind discoveries that will 
revolutionize our lives and impact our state, nation, and the entire world. 

As you leave UH and NSM, you hold the knowledge your professors shared with you, the 
wisdom you gained as you matured, and the benefit of personal experiences, professional 
connections, and friendships that will last a lifetime.

The faculty and staff of NSM are proud of your achievements. You have my best wishes for 
much success and happiness. Go Coogs!

Sincerely,

Dan E. Wells, Ph.D. 
Dean and Distinguished Professor of Science
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University of Houston
College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Commencement Ceremony 
Friday, May 13, 2022, 7 p.m. 
Fertitta Center

	 PROCESSIONAL	 Moores School of Music

	 NATIONAL ANTHEM	 Moores School of Music

	 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTORY REMARKS	 Dan E. Wells 
		  Dean 
		  Distinguished Professor of Science

	 GREETINGS FROM THE	 The Honorable Derek Delgado 
	 UH SYSTEM BOARD OF REGENTS	 Member

	 STUDENT ADDRESS	 Hanan AbdelGilil

	 AWARD PRESENTATIONS	 Jim Briggs 
	 John C. Butler Excellence In Teaching Award	 Associate Dean, Faculty Affairs

	 Faculty Award for Excellence in Service

	 Junior Faculty Award for 	 T. Randall Lee 
	 Excellence in Research	 Associate Dean, Research

	 PRESENTATION OF THE DAN E. WELLS 	 Jeremy May 
	 OUTSTANDING DISSERTATION AWARD	 Associate Dean, Graduate Affairs

	 PRESENTATION OF ACADEMIC HONORS	 Donna Stokes 
		  Associate Dean, Undergraduate Affairs and Student Success

	 RECOGNITION OF 4.0 STUDENTS	 Associate Dean Stokes

	 PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES	 Dean Wells

		  Associate Dean May

		  Associate Dean Stokes

	 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES	 Dean Wells

	 CLOSING REMARKS	 Dean Wells

	 ALMA MATER	 Moores School of Music

	 RECESSIONAL	 Moores School of Music
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Spring 2022 – Candidates for Graduation 

Doctor of Philosophy

Atmospheric Sciences
Bavand Sadeghi

Advisor: Yunsoo Choi, Ph.D.

Biochemistry
Stewart Fannin

Advisor: Mehmet Sen, Ph.D.

Miriam N. Gavriliuc
Advisor: Yuhong Wang, Ph.D.

Berra Koskulu
Advisor: Robert Schwartz, Ph.D.

Nilamani Venisetty
Advisor: Hye-Jeong Yeo, Ph.D.

Biology
Charles Ho

Advisor: Chin-Yo Lin, Ph.D.

Noah Carr Luecke
Advisor: Kerri Crawford, Ph.D.

Joseph L. Reeve
Advisor: Brigitte Dauwalder, Ph.D.

Chemistry
Abdullah Al Mamun

Advisor: Arnold Guloy, Ph.D.

Hatice Elmas Basbug Alhan
Advisor: Eva Harth, Ph.D.

Mazhar Chebl
Advisor: Ding-Shyue Yang, Ph.D.

Yanxin Chen
Advisor: Chengzhi Cai, Ph.D.

Yunsoo Choi
Advisor: T. Randall Lee, Ph.D.

Adheesha Nuwangi Danthanarayana
Advisor: Jakoah Brgoch, Ph.D.

Huong Dau
Advisor: Eva Harth, Ph.D.

Yu-Sheng Liu
Advisor: Eva Harth, Ph.D.

Jirong Luo
Advisor: Jeremy May, Ph.D.

Estela Janeth Ordonez
Advisor: Eva Harth, Ph.D.

Ryan Osterloh
Advisor: Arnold Guloy, Ph.D.

Scott Peruski
Advisor: Scott Gilbertson, Ph.D.

Kasuni Dilsha Thawalama Gamage
Advisor: Scott Gilbertson, Ph.D.

Enkhjargal Tsogtgerel
Advisor: Eva Harth, Ph.D.

Xihong Xie
Advisor: Tai-Yen Chen, Ph.D.

Fanghao Zhang
Advisor: Zhifeng Ren, Ph.D.

Yuwei Zhang
Advisor: Steven Baldelli, Ph.D.

Computer Science
Poonam Beniwal

Advisor: Shishir Shah, Ph.D.

Guangli Dai
Advisor: Albert Cheng, Ph.D.

Raafat Feki
Advisor: Jaspal Subhlok, Ph.D.

Keshav Kasichainula
Advisor: Weidong Shi, Ph.D.

Hadi Mansourifar
Advisor: Weidong Shi, Ph.D.

Pavan Kumar Paluri Venkata
Advisor: Albert Cheng, Ph.D.

Mouad Rifai
Advisor: Lennart Johnsson, Ph.D.

Siddhesh Pratap Singh
Advisor: Jaspal Subhlok, Ph.D.

Christos Smailis
Advisor: Ioannis Kakadiaris, Ph.D.

Jose Daniel Velazco Garcia
Advisor: Nikolaos Tsekos, Ph.D.

Shaoshuai Zhang
Advisor: Panruo Wu, Ph.D.

Geology
Joanna Victoria Clark

Advisor: Thomas Lapen, Ph.D.

Spencer L. Fuston
Advisor: Jonny Wu, Ph.D.

Nicholas Jay Hogancamp
Advisor: Rosalie Maddocks, Ph.D.

Cole Richard Jones
Advisor: Regina Capuano, Ph.D.

Geophysics
Yuhao Liu

Advisor: Guoquan Wang, Ph.D.

Ali Yawar Sayed
Advisor: Robert Stewart, Ph.D.

Zhongmin Tao
Advisor: Aibing Li, Ph.D.

Mathematics
Ahmed Reda Abouserie

Advisor: Bernhard Bodmann, Ph.D.

Mark Jayson Vasquez Cortez
Advisor: Krešimir Josić, Ph.D.

Yingxue Su
Advisor: Robert Azencott, Ph.D.

Qi Sun
Advisor: Maxim Olshanskii, Ph.D.

Alexander Zhiliakov
Advisor: Maxim Olshanskii, Ph.D.

Physics
James W. Blair

Advisor: Lisa Whitehead Koerner, Ph.D.

Shun-Chiao Chang
Advisor: Pavan Hosur, Ph.D.

Yunpeng Cheng
Advisor: Wu-Pei Su, Ph.D.

Fernando A. Flor
Advisor: Rene Bellwied, Ph.D.

Rauf Olatunde Giwa
Advisor: Pavan Hosur, Ph.D.

University of Houston
College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Commencement Ceremony
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Yang He
Advisor: Vassiliy Lubchenko, Ph.D.

Bigyan Kandel
Advisor: Oomman Varghese, Ph.D.

Frank Malatino
Advisor: Andrew Renshaw, Ph.D.

Jacob L. Martinez
Advisor: Rene Bellwied, Ph.D.

Jayahansa Sujith Malmini Napagoda
Advisor: Oomman Varghese, Ph.D.

Raquel Estefania Quishpe
Advisor: Anthony Timmins, Ph.D.

Master of Arts

Mathematics
Larry Dean Gregory
Thanh Phan Dan Trinh
Felicia Villarreal

Master of Science

Applied Mathematics
Shuyue Wang
Xueyu Zhang
Alexander Zhiliakov

Biology
Monzer Alatrach
Harout Arabaghian
Miah D. Baker
Alison J. Bartak
Alexa Benavides
Ritwika Biswas
Ishtiak Ahmed Chowdhury
Mark Jacob Duna
Raven Edwards
Dania Fayad
Kendall Hertenberger
Farrah I. Hmaidan
Alyssa Cierra Hockaday
Michael J. Houston
Haleigh Inthavong
Jennifer Ruth Jackson
Ugochukwu Michael Madueke
Karin Corinna Mims

Luis Wilson Moyano
Jonathan Thuan Nguyen
Gianpiero Alessandro Paletta
Brianna L. Perkins
Aleksandra Radunovic
Saathvika Ravi
Christina M. Rockrise
Maria Laura Rossodivita
Joshua Roy
Benjamin Luke Smith
Sophia Song
Habiba Surma

Chemistry
Yu-Chen Hsiao
Jia-Shiang Liao
Kontee Thongthai

Computer Science
Nithin Krishna Aasa
Sreya Bhattacharya
Allen Casey
Manogna Kumar Reddy Chalamala
Harsha Deep Chitipothu
Cherish Dayala
Aparanjini Niharika Devarampally
Sujith Reddy Dharmareddy
Poojitha Dugyala
Taha Eghtesad
Gal Egozi
Srijan Reddy Enugu
Gowtham Gudipudi
S M Salah Uddin Kadir
Suryateja Kurella
Xiaoqing Liu
Charles Manick Livermore
Ashish Mallipudi
Vamshi Krishna Manne
Sai Sree Mareddy
Harsha Vardhan Nallapati
Sai Durga Prasad Nanduri
Sai Rithik Rao Nemarukommula
Sri Karan Reddy Pailla
Revanth Palreddy
Nithin Kumar Pamidimukkala
Naga Lakshmi Ratnala
Mahsa Rezaei Firuzkuhi

Zhiyuan Sun
Anusha Sunkara
Ram Narayan Reddy Tadi
Sai Harsha Tata
Sunita Villarreal
Hoang Duc Vo
Robert Louis Welschhans
Harsha Sudheer Yadlapalli
Kunpeng Zhang

Geology
Alyssa Alvarado
Hannah R. Anderson
Nikola Bjelica
Stefan Boise
Keaton Stone Denzer
Christopher Ryan Edwards
Kelsey Taylor Gangi
Collin R. Gray
Halina Haider
Alvaro Manuel Iglesias
Angela Shirley Jacobs
Lucky Y. Marchelino
Bryan L. Moore
Andrew P. Robertson

Geophysics
Gonzalo Adolfo Agudelo
Hanna Elizabeth Broadus Mitchell
Jacob I. Kerl
Keyin La’Royce Scott
David B. Splawn
Dougles Eugene Syzdek

Statistics and Data Science
Elizabeth Alejandra Garcia Menchu
Jacob T. Gogan
Jane Ly
Ashley Marquez
Lijia Mo
Nhut M. Truong
Yao Zhao
Man Zou
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Bachelor of Arts

Chemistry
Anthony A. Oranday 
Tandu Francisco Tshiama

Bachelor of Science

Biochemical and 
Biophysical Sciences
Toqa Abbas Al Alawi 2
Angel A. Alanis 
Kaci Baker 3
Andrew Thomas Bins 1
Jonathan Michael Blecher 
Luay Boulahouache 1
Samuel Mollasgo Cruz 2
Timothy Thien Duc Dang 2
Giovanna Valentina De Vita Sifontes 2
Jimmy Fernando Delcid 
Taadesha Gabriale-Samone Denson 
Susan Le Do 2
Nicholas Nguyen Khang Doan 1
Nova Renea Flores 
Daniela E. George 3
Brian William Harvison 
Elsa Daniela Hernandez 
Kiana Alexis Herod 
Eilene Thi Huynh 
Reshmi M. Joseph 3
Rhea E. Joseph 3
Laiba A. Khan 
Maleeha Khan 
Umar Nabeel Khan 3
Amenda D. Khoei 1
Yabez A. Kotisso 
Nghi Bao La 2
Phu T. Le 2
Mya Whitney Lipps 1, 4
Alyssa M. Lowery 3
Md Ishraque Mahmood 
Joanna M. Mathew 
Jessica Nguyen 2
Kelly M. Nguyen 1
Ngoc Ho Lam Nguyen 

Ogechi C. Ngwakwe 2
Vijay Nitturi 1
Obioma Chidubem Okorafor 3
Martins Tobechukwu Onuoha 
Breanna Mae Ortin Tumaliuan 
Syeda Safia Owais 3
Sophia S. Park 
Diana Ngoc Pham 
Sarah Mary Philip 1
Tiffany Emily Phu 1
Laila Pinotti Deandrade 
Pierce Popson 2
Calvin Rash 2
Amani A. Rashid 
Ali M. Rizvi 1
Yaneli G. Ruiz Gonzalez 
Camille H. Serchejian 
Nabeela Fatima Siddeeque 3
Vashti D. Singh 2
Tatyana Sokhina 3
Hafsa Athar Syed 3
Jordan Timchou 
Alina Mai Thao To 1
Ngoc Truong Gia Tran 3
Daniela Trejo 3
Lovyanne M. Vergel De Dios 
Anh Vo 2
Catherine Pham Vu 
Gregory J. Worley 
Katherine Susanna Yeager 
Wilfred Moe Khaing Zaw 2

Biology
Bisma N. Abbasi 
Hanan AbdelGilil 1, 4
Justin Abraham 3
Adejoke A. Adeniyi 
Erica Chioma Agbadiba 
Zain J. Akbar 2
Gabriela L. Alfaro 
Iqrah Mehboob Ali 
Michael Kelechi Allison 2
Brittany Nicole Almond 
Areeba Alsharfeen 1
Tala G. Alzien 

Borhan G. Amin 3
Zahir M. Amin 1
Ariana Soror Andampour 2
Taylor A. Anthony 
Nidia Aranjo 1
Crystal Isabel Arellano 
Ashley G. Argueta-Bonilla 
Zainab M. Asif 2
Alyssa S. Assaf 3
Sarah Amgad Attia 1
Siri Avirineni 2
Claire A. Balgairies 
Nora Y. Balleza 3
Viridiana E. Barrera 2
Syeda Sana Batol 
Alyssa Jayleen Benitez 2
Daniel Benitez 
Hakeem O. Bombata 
Olga Botwinick 1
Marriah F. Brown 
Khoa Dang Bui 
Thao N. Bui 3
Jada Simone Calhoun 
Nicholas J. Cao 
Andre Castaneda 
Luis Francisco Cavazos 
Alejandra Chavarria 3
Aaron K. Chung 2
Samita Damani 3
Victoria V. Dang 3
Andy Dang 
Matilda Nguyen Dao 2
Vivian K. Dinh 3
Trang H. Do 1
Dominique Liann Dore 
Olivia A. Dratler 1
Miguel Anjel Elizarraras 2
Elizabeth A. Eng 3
Hannah Sydney Esopenko 1
Fernando Esparza 
Jose Emiliano Esparza Pinelo 
Chenelle Etuk 
Kailyn Naomie Franklin 
Jennifer Perla Garcia 
Jessica Marie Garcia 2

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude – 4 Banner Bearer
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1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude – 4 Banner Bearer

Mitzi V. Garcia Rivera 3
Javier Angel Garza 3
Kimberly Garza 3
Valeria Gaume Lobo 2
Nikita Gidh 1
Conor Arthur Giersch 1
Manav Goel 2
Sai Meghana Goolla 
Gregory Gosdigian 3
Elizabeth Grace Guerrero 
Jeremiah Guillermo 
Andrea Sofia Gutierrez 
Uyen P. Ha 2
Laneisha Rashard Hale 2
Moneeza Hameed 2
Abraham Hussein Harmouch 3
Kiara Monique Harris 
Farah O. Hashmi 
Moiz Hashmi 
Noah P. Haugen 
Denise Alejandra Hernandez 3
Karla V. Hernandez 
Christina Phan Ho 
Jennifer Hoang 3
Tommy Huy Hoang 
Savannah Hobbs 
Jeanette Montemayor Hortaleza 1
Michelle L. Hua 
Lesly Huerta Godinez 3
Micheal Austin Breeze Hughey 
Noor A. Husainat 3
Faith Dang-Khoa Huynh 3
Khai G. Huynh 2
Michael Obinna Iheagwara 
Destiny E. Iwuh 2
Jazzmin Jara 1
Emma N. Jarry 
Zahrria Angelic Johnson 2
Mohammad Abdulmohsen Kamal 1
Navdeep Kaur 2
Seyed Ali Keshavarz 1
Alizaman Khan 
Sameer A. Khan 2
Shayan Ahmad Khan 
Zakir Ali Khan 2

Robert Kopliku 2
Paul C. Kreit 
Salvi Kumar 3
Marcus T. Kunu 2
Ashley Vanessa Laguna 
Benita A. Lalani 2
Chaitanya Lavu 3
Alexa Le 2
Scarlett Le 
Sean D. Le 3
Matthew A. Lee 
Nicholas L. Liaw 
Lisa Loh 2
Alexa Lopez 
Ricardo Lopez 3
Savannah Marie Lopez 
Caitlin Rea Lowry 
Philip Lu 
Aurora Barbara Maceo Fernandez 3
Alex Macias 2
Sakina N. Madhwala 1
Alexander B. Mai 1
Phillip D. Mai 3
Piya Malhan 1
Vanessa A. Marcano 3
Isabella B. Mason 
Brittany Nicole Masters 3
Ayana L. Mathew 3
Henry May 
Kyle May 
Meredith Anne McPhail 
Syed Shayan Mehdi 
Setareh Memar 
Hannah Elizabeth Meyers 
Maliha Morshed Mir 3
Iman Momin 2
Jericho Rafael Morcilla 1
Hedyeh Mosaffa 2
Alexandra Kellye Moura 
Yusra Naeem 
Idris Shabbir Nagarwala 2
Alihamza Navroz 1
Areeba Navroz 1
Ella N. Ngo 
Loc Van Ngo 2

Ashley Phan Nguyen 2
Brian Q. Nguyen 3
Caroline Hoang-Anh Nguyen 2
Christina M. Nguyen 2
Grace H. Nguyen 
Hung H. Nguyen 1
Kelli Thanh Tram Nguyen 2
Kimberly-Nhi My Nguyen 3
Minh Hoang Nhat Nguyen 
Rozi M. Nguyen 3
Steven Matthew Nguyen 
Tam H. Nguyen 
Thanh Sang Nguyen 
Tiffany N. Nguyen 1
Trishann T. Nguyen 2
Zachary N. Nguyen 2
Anushka Oak 2
Maryam A. Obaid 1
Karen Chisomaga Ohale 
Analisa Nicole Oldham 
Amber Ooi 2
Adaeze M. Oparaochaekwe 
Ana K. Orduno 
Kassandra Ortiz 
Samantha Ortiz 2
Jamie Pagdilao 
Madison A. Parker 
Nisha Pathak 2
Amit M. Patil 
Chloe Truc Pham 2
Dang H. Pham 1
Kevin Pham 
Theologos Pham 
Jewel Phan 3
Tam Thanh Phan 
Katherine I. Pineda 2
Olivia A. Pittman 3
Pedro Rene Pompa 3
Aksa Prasad 2
Alexandria M. Ramirez 
Gisele Ramirez 
Ayman Abdur Rashid 2
Abid M. Raza 3
Arya Rezaei 2
Christian Walter Rimbau 2
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1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude – 4 Banner Bearer

Elisa L. Rodriguez 
Richard Rodriquez Poe 2
Omari Xavier Ross 
William Abe Ross 
Zoya Babar Saeed 2
Chakraphat Saengsasi 3
Christopher J. Salek 
Shoaib Hassan Sarfraz 2
Taegen Aim Senawong 1
Norma Esmeralda Sevilla 
Rida C. Shahid 2
Roghayeh Shirdel 2
Khushboo Ritesh Shukla 3
Rama Soumakieh 1
Sean Patrick Sullivan 2
Sami Walid Tabbara 3
Golmehr Taskini 
Daren Mitt Tat 
Trent Michael Tatro 
Muhammad F. Tharani 2
Archana Mariam Thomas 2
Esmanur Tokcan 
Vannya Denisse Torres Gutierrez 2
Dustin Tran 
Steve Tran 2
Steven Tran 
Wesley Khanh Quoc Tran 
Angie Quynh Anh Trinh 3
Neha S. Udeshi 
Allison Marie Valdez 
Gabrielle Alexis Quismundo Vicente 1
Alejandro Antonio Villarreal 
Helena Ly Vo 3
Leah Hao Vi Vu 
Lynh Khanh Trinh Vu 1
Melanie Vu 3
Thanh Vu 
Abhishek Bhupendra Vyas 1
Arshan Waheed 
Huiqin Wang 3
Vriana Charity Washington 
Maggie Ann Welch 2
Ashton Claire Westbrook 3
Cameron J. White 
Cinthy Yau Zhang 2

Nadia A. Zamany 
Steven John Ziegler Mejia

Chemistry
Alexis Allamprese 
Makia Annette Brown 
Dylan Tyler Campbell 3
Ricardo A. Del Rio 1
Lynn Duong 
Lihan E. Fitz 
Lindsey Kaye Foote 
Alicia Gabaldon 
Jesus Gabriel Guzman 
Jennifer Marie Hernandez 
Misael A. Hernandez 
Daichi Kitano 
Arya Loloee 3
Andrew I. Martinez 2
Aileen E. Martinez-Escobar 
Wallee M. Naimi 2
Kenneth V. Nguyen 2, 4

Canny Pham 
Hyunju Seol

Computer Science
Mariam Abo-Zahrah 
Alvin Mukalel Abraham 3
Samuel T. Adeniyi-Ipadeola 
Awais Ammar Ahmed 
Nauman Uddin Ahmad 3
Dunya Alqaysi 
Mohammed Taha Anam 
Hector Ivan Angeles 
Kalu Awa 
Mathew Andres Banda 
Andrew Gordon Barrett 
Alan Jairo Barron 
Marco Babino Bermillo 3
Jose L. Bermudez 
Jenish Narendrasinh Bhadola 
Svapnarajsinh Dineshsinh Bhadola 3
Pierce Anthony Bondurant 
Rasean K. Branch 3
Max Broekhuis 2
Nhat Thien Bui 
Brooke Haley Bushman 3

Neriyah Z. Butler 
Thomas Carroll 1
Alejandro Castro 3
Bryce Lane Colby 3
Ekrem Eymen Cologlu 2
Juanita J. Correa 3
John Leonard Pacis Cruz 3
Kyle William Cunningham 2
Citlalli Curiel 2
Ryan Michael Davila 
Molina Lynn Davis 3
Manasa M. Dendukuri 1
Abiel Gabriel Deneke 2
Dylan Dung Dinh 2
Grace Do 
Justin Hoang Do 3
Steven K. Do 3
Jared Duhon 2
Jesse T. Duong 
Kenneth Tom Easo 
Mely Espino 
Adeoluwa David Falade 
Mohamed Abdiwali Farah 2
Nykolas Farhangi 3
Randolph Fermo Cardoza 2
Jordan A. Foster 2
Morrison R. Fowlks 
Dennis Gao 
Santos J. Garcia 
Daniel Gomez 3
Noah Ryan Gori 3
Yoseline Guerrero 
Craig A. Hernandez 
Chance Michael Hill 
David V. Hoang 3
Tony Tuan Hoang 
Van Thuc Hong 2
Nadiia Danielle Hutcherson 
Anstein Tran Huynh 
Khoa Dang Huynh 
Kyle Clayton James 1
Valen C. Johnson 
Jubin Joseph 3
Shubha Joshi 
Andreas Kalos 
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Mohammed Raihan Abdul 
Rauf Kapadia 2

Ahmet Burak Karagoz 
Yassine Kettani 
Saad Murshid Khan 
Daniel D. Khuu 
Jeffrey Gitau Kirumba 3
Matthew M. Klayme 
Wesley Jacob Jackson Koons 3
Shiv Kumar 
Tammy Lam 1
Andrew-Son Le 1
Tam Le 2
Seth Michael Leake 3
Brezalel Leviston 
Jeremiah Michael Lewis 
Oulu Li 1
Evgenii Vladimirovich Litvinov 2
Jose M. Lopez 2
Martin Lopez 
Allen D. Lu 3
Meiqi Lyu 
Brandon Nguyen Ma 2
Ivan P. Madrid 2
Henry H. Madsen 1
Nabil Nadirshah Mahesaniya 3
Dylan M. Mall 3
Joshua Mang 
Leonardo Martinez Vega 2
Lyes Medelci-Djezzar 2
Jonathan Mena 3
William Grant Moffatt 
Armando Morales 2
Jason Michael Moreau 1
Lester Alexander Moreira Cruz 
Waheed Nadeem 2
Edmund Ng 
Jorge Nathan Bavenga Ngimbi 
Dominic Minh Nguyen 1
Elizabeth L. Nguyen 2
Eric Nguyen 2
Hoang Nguyen 1
Jessica Nguyen 3
Nathan P. Q. Nguyen 2
Nhat T. Nguyen 3

Quan Nguyen 1
Tailer Justin Delarosa Nguyen 3
Viet Nguyen Cong 3
Federico Nocioni 2
David F. Oakley 3
Hunter Allen Obendorfer 
Javier Ornelas-Pacheco 3
Orion A. Orr 3
Akif Ozbilge 3
Aryan Parajulee 1
Dwija Kalpesh Parikh 2
Sina Parvaresh 
Kyle Ethan Paul 
Kien N. Pham 1
Michael Pham 
Vincent D. Pham 3
Alan Chanh Phan 
Hoang Le Phan 3
Chetana Lakshmi Pitani 1
Kashish Punjwani 1
Ahmed Owais Qureshi 2
Christopher Randall 3
Nicholas A. Randall 3
Chad D. Raymor 
Masen Alexandria Reid 3
Richard Steven Reyes 
Ethan Reyna 
Joseph K. Richardson 2
Adrian Alexander Rodriguez-Martinez 
Stephen Romero 
Carlos Francisco Rosales Moreno 
Noel Jesus Ruiz 
Bader A. Salem 
Abdullah Aziz Samma 1
Reeba S. Sayed 1
Nienke Josephine Sexton 2
Maxim Shagiyev 
Kenneth A. Shepherd 2
Himay Bhagwatprasad Sheth 3
David Silva 
Nils E. Skaug 2
Alvin Zaragosa Stilley 
Kyle J. Stulen 
Safik Suleman Sunesara 2
Yaseen A. Syed 

Jonathan Hoang Ta 3
Cecilia Tamayo Garza 
Matthew Douglas Teal 
Tonny Thai 1
Het Bhavnesh Thakkar 2
Xena Lola Chloe Toumajian 3
Thomas V. Tran 2
Tien Tran 
Tuan M. Tran 1, 4
Megan Elizabeth Tucker 
Bradley K. Ung 2
Hima S. Vadakekara 2
Robin S. Varghese 
Loc Thanh Vo 1
Phillip Vo 
Davidson Tan Vu 
Hai D. Vu 2
Quoc Dung Vu 2
Quynh-Anh T. Vu 2
Mio Waller 
Joy Ezichi Williams 
Zia Yacoubou 2
Mohammad H. Zia 3
Sarah T. Zumlot 3
Javier Nicolas Zuniga-Gaitan

Environmental Sciences
Raisa Akbar 
Amie Rachelle Alambar 
Rachel Francis Craig 3, 4

Allison Renee Eggert 
Denay Garay 
Pablo Luis Menendez 
Heidi K. Parr 
Jean Paul Tiblier 2
Nohely C. Vargas Quiroz

Geology
Matthew Ronald Czupski 
Nephtaly Garcia 
Jeremy Scott Hilfiger 
Brennen Michael Kuhn 
David Lei 
Gabriel E. Lopez 2
Luis A. Torres 
Hy G. Tran

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude – 4 Banner Bearer

University of Houston
College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Commencement Ceremony



Spring 2022 Commencement 25

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude – 4 Banner Bearer
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Roelle Matthew Uibadas Tulalian

Geophysics
Jerry Jack Christenson 
Nathan Ryan Helms

Honors Biomedical Sciences
Smiti Gandhi 1
Janhavi Vinayak Govande 2
Anuttham Kandhadai 1
Praneet Sai Paidisetty 1
Marina Shenouda 1
Subhiksha Srinivasan 1
Christopher J. Thang 1
David D. Wang 1
Leonard Kuan-Pei Wang 1

Mathematical Biology
Farah Abbas 2
Omar Harb 2
Nathan D. Jordan 
Michael Eric Malaxos 
Lester Alexander Moreira Cruz 
Linh Nguyen 
Travis Michael Null 1
Eugene Trieu Vu

Mathematics
Alvin Mukalel Abraham 3
Ruby Alvarado 
Lujain H. Alyousef 
Caleb Christian Barnett 2
Alexandra Idrissi Benyacine 
Zain Bhatti 1
Michael Broderick 2

Jose Manuel Coto Lopez 
Tabytha Carol Donnelly 2
Bryan Galvan 
Alexandra Garcia 
Mariam Ghattass 
Lauren Michelle Hernandez 
Maritza Janeth Hernandez 
Linh T. Hoang 1
Anstein Tran Huynh 
Subaru Kikuchi 3
Joshua Kim 1
Robert Austin Koort 1
Dalton Kozak 2
Alese Raquel Lafonta 
Tammy Lam 1
Sujan Lamsal 1, 4
Andiez Long Le 1
Huong Thi Le 2
Nhi Le 3
Nafia Maliat 
Luis Martinez 
Elisa Martinez Fuentes 
Caleb Becker McClure 1
Sugel Mendoza 
Nolan B. Nash 2
Kaylie O’Connell 2
Guillermo Fabrizio Pacheco III 2
Dwija Kalpesh Parikh 2
Astha K. Patel 
Dhiraj A. Patel 1
Chloe Truc Pham 2
Nhi Yen Nguyen Pham 2

Sergio Pineda 3
Jordan N. Reed 1
Beatriz A. Rivera 
Erick Eladio Robledo 
Natalia Valentina Rodriguez 
Neal Sharma 3
Gundeep Singh 1
Yaseen A. Syed 
Gianno B. Tirado 2
Michelle Torres 
Ryan Tough 
Duc Nhan Tran 
Kendall Truong 
Lesley Umanzor 
Matthew Vancuran 
Rene G. Vences Perez 
Giovanni A. Vidana 
Elinor R. Wilson 3
Nina Yeh 2

Physics
Eric Mauricio Castro Velasquez 
Kyle Andrew Forsyth
Emily R. Humble
Viviana Lozano 
Daniel M. Palacios 1, 4
Carlos Alejandro Salas 
Artin Seifzadeh 1
James Edward Simmons 2
Chloe Tovar 3
Alexandra Rae Briggs Ulinski 2
Syed Sajid Zaidi 2
Wenyu Zhang
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Message from the Interim Dean

Congratulations, Class of 2022! 

Today, we gather to celebrate you and your successful journey through the 
University of Houston and the Honors College. This is the first time we have 
held our graduation banquet since 2019, and I am excited to celebrate the 
graduating class of 2022. 

Know that each of you has made history -- by persevering through a world 
pandemic, never losing sight of the goal! But the pandemic did not deter you despite unprecedented 
difficulties.

I’ve been affiliated with the Honors College for more than 45 years of my 48-year career as a faculty 
member at the University of Houston. My association began before it was even a college as you know 
it today – it began as the Honors Program in the 1950s. Since those initial beginnings, I have seen 
unprecedented growth, both in numbers of students and programs, and in overall quality. I believe that 
the Honors College provides exceptional opportunities to our students and has become increasingly 
important to the University.

With the guidance of outstanding faculty and staff, you have thrived and grown as you navigated your way 
through the Honors College’s exceptional academic experiences, unparalleled opportunities in research, 
and real-world service to the community.

Independent of the path you have taken, you are not in the same place you were when you began this 
journey, and neither is the College. During your time in Honors, you have been a part of its dynamic 
growth and development with the addition of new minors, a record-breaking number of awardees of 
scholarships and major awards, and new opportunities for both research and co-curricular engagement.

As you begin your careers or continue your studies through graduate or professional programs, we know 
that you’ll be well prepared to lead in your chosen field and continue contributing solutions to the grand 
challenges of tomorrow. 

Although you’re graduating, the Honors College will always be a part of your life. Stay connected with 
the College as an alum and I hope you will support the College’s programs and scholarships for future 
generations. 

Go Coogs! 

Stuart Long 
Interim Dean  
and Associate Dean, Undergraduate Research
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The Honors College Honors

The Honors College at the University of Houston offers students special opportunities to develop their academic abilities. Below 
are the Honors College designations.

University Honors and University Honors with Honors in Major
Students who complete the Honors College curriculum (36 hours) graduate with University Honors. If students also complete a 
senior honors thesis, they graduate with University Honors with Honors in Major.

Collegiate Honors and Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major
Students who fulfill the requirements for the honors program in the college of their major, including 21 hours of honors courses; 
who complete an Honors College minor, or who complete 21 hours of approved honors courses. If students also complete a 
senior honors thesis, they graduate with Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major.

Membership in The Honors College and Membership in The Honors College with Honors in Major
Students who affiliate with the Honors College during their undergraduate years and complete fewer than 21 hours of honors 
courses. If students also complete a senior honors thesis and fulfill the requirements of their major with distinction, they graduate 
with Membership in The Honors College with Honors in Major.

Honors in Major
Students who complete a senior honors thesis but are not members of the Honors College.
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University of Houston
The Honors College

University Honors with Honors in Major

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture  
and Design
Karina Lani Bhattacharya
Alberto Tzul
Bethany Grace Yeh
Christopher Zhu

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Allison Gah Yan Lee

Cassidy J. Lee
Audrey Gale Hall
Jack Thomas O’Connell
Andreina Eugenia Ruiz
Aniqua Salwa
Morgan Elizabeth Thomas

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts
Arya Loloee

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Krishna Sarvani Desabhotla

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Thomas Max Broekhuis
Evgenii Litvinov
Arya Loloee

University Honors

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture  
and Design
Anne-Elisabeth Inez Baker
Drake Robert Blessman Flood
Trish Thanh Huynh
Maricela Tinajero Resendiz
Sarah Trinh

C. T. Bauer College 
of Business
John Adkison
Austen Allnutt
Marc Andalecio
Britney Allison Gene Balderas
Lorjkristia Bermoy
Maggust Bui
Lucile Mae Buller
Leanne Liyon Chon
John Marcelino Concepcion
Nikole Breanne Davis
Sakethram Desabhotla
Leaundrea Fields
Caleb Godard
Eva Olivia Flores Granger
Samuel Thomas Guadarrama
Michael Alexander Hofinger

Jonathon Christian Huerta
Reggie Laurence Huerta
Jon-William Ighedosa
Salman Iqbal
Jonathan Keyes
Tristan Louis Joseph Lagoutte
Mustafa Lambay
Gabrielle Ida Le
Zainab Hasnain Lotia
Ekaterina Lyubomirova
Tessa Nicole Mack
Maya Lisa Macpherson
Jack Morgan
Luis Moya
John Raphael Mraz
Shamiah Naff
Joy Nans
Minh Nguyen
Thanh Viet Nguyen
Trish Trang Nguyen
Alec Pascual
Dhruv Patel
Sarah Randall
Keerti Rao
Sydney Nicole Riley
Brianna Nicole Robertson
Ashley Nichole Saldivar
Lia Apacki Sato

Caleb Schmidt
Cana Scott
Bilal Shahid
Adithya Shankar
Sumaya Saleem Siddiqui
Brandon Smith
Moyleang Taing
Britney Kim Tang
David Andrei Tatchin
Mikyla Thorn-Smith
Ethan Tran
Aaron Tucker
Isbah Usmani
Daniyal Uzair
Truitt Brandon Williams
Andrew Wilson
Adriene Mikayla Zermeno
Michelle Zhang

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Carola J. Aisenberg
Zaeema Ali
Anna Lynn Baker
Abigail Luna Ballance
Ciara Brown
Bryanna Bryant
Lauren Carrere
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University of Houston
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Fabiana Chaparro
Ashley T. Chen
Devin A. Crooker
Amirarsalan Darbin
Natalie Dean
Ariel Corinne Durham
Amber Faruqi
Rebekah Ann Filomeno
Lauren Alexandria Garcia
Olivia C. Garcia
Maya Annika Garza
Caleb Godard
Angela Gorman
Daniela M. Herrera Almaguer
Richard Ike
Natalie Janssen
Elise Gabrielle Johnston
Eric Joy Kanjirathingal
Fatematus-Zohra Kantawala
Salvi Kumar
Benita Lalani
Ileagh Macivers
Sara Catherine Mao
Alyssa Renee Martinez
Katherine Lindsey McNair
Alyssa L. Mcneil
Jack D. Morillo
Duc Gia Bach Nguyen
Kevin Dat Nguyen
Simon Nichols
Anushka Oak
Keilly Corinne Oreilly
Jasmine Parish Moreno
Sebastian Poggi
Sofia Poznansky
Jordan Nicole Reed
Gabriela Rodriguez
Sydney Joann Roy
Ethan Rubin
Kayla Sophia Sandoval
Nimra Z. Shahzad
Paige L. Smith
Kareem Malek Soussan
Vivian Tran
Sandra Tzul
Ashley Villanueva

Mallory Kathryn Walters
Maxime J. Wilson
Naporn Wongmuangkan
Michelle Zhang

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts
Jennifer Elizabeth Barker

College of Education
Vanessa Flores
Eleni Evangelia Kouzounis
Grace Liu
Amy Patel
Keri Isabel Semilla

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Ahlam Motee Abunima
Samuel Babbidge
Zain Rehan Bhatti
Adam Joseph Carrell
Sabrina Carrillo Sandoval
Kainat Chaudhary
Cassandra Faith Coker
Colin Steven Copeland
Neal Cruz
Kathryn Grace Deininger
Shravani Deo
Hy Khanh Doan
Zackary Edward Dobert
Katelyn M. Dykas
Stephanie M. Fose
Sarah Hakam
Madison Hamby
Evan Jahmal Headroe
Sarah Hijazi
Attiya Sayyada Hussaini
Amena Jangda
Andrea E. Lastra
Christy T. Le
Jodie T. Lu
Andrew Thomas McDaniel
Leslie Marie Mendiola
David W. Mitchell

Gerrit Nelson
Michael Omotayo Ojo
Jaime Israel Pena
Martin Reyes
Anthony Semaan Saba
Evagelos Stathatos
Lujayna Amr Taha
Amy Thien My-An Tang
Alexander M. Tilston
Michael Christopher Urh
Marissa Margarita Warren
Jet Miao Lin Yao
Benjamin Jess Yusuf

Conrad N. Hilton 
College of Global 
Hospitality Leadership
Eliane Baaklini
Jignil Shah

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Zain Javed Akbar
Toqa Abbas Al Alawi
Gabriela Lizeth Alfaro
Abhishek Dhanraj Amin
Zahir Malik Amin
Zainab Asif
Alyssa Assaf
Sarah Attia
Kaci Baker
Claire Balgairies
Zain Rehan Bhatti
Luay Boulahouache
Neriyah Z. Butler
Ricardo Andres Del Rio
Manasa Mahalaxmi Dendukuri
Dominique Liann Dore
Smiti Gandhi
Kimberly Garza
Nikita Yashodhan Gidh
Janhavi Vinayak Govande
Kiana Alexis Herod
Noor A. Husainat
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Faith Dang-Khoa Huynh
Anuttham Kandhadai
Zakir Ali Khan
Amenda Khoei
Robert Austin Koort
Robert Kopliku
Salvi Kumar
Marcus Kunu
Benita Lalani
Chaitanya Lavu
Phu T. Le 
Oulu Li
Alex Macias
Piya Malhan
Andrew Isaac Martinez
Jericho Rafael Morcilla
Nolan Nash
Ngoc Ho Lam Nguyen

Trishann T. Nguyen
Vijay Nitturi
Travis Michael Null
Kaylie O’Connell
Anushka Oak
Syeda Safia Owais
Praneet Sai Paidisetty
Sarah Mary Philip
Richard Poe
Pedro Rene Pompa
Jordan Nicole Reed
Arya Rezaei
Christopher Salek
Shoaib Sarfraz
Taegen Senawong
Rida Shahid
Neal Sharma
Marina Shenouda

Nabeela Fatima Siddeeque
Vashti Singh
Subhiksha Srinivasan
Het B. Thakkar
Chris M. Thang
Gianno B. Tirado
Chloe Tovar
Angie Trinh
Loc Thanh Vo
David Wang
Leonard Kuan-Pei Wang
Ashton Claire Westbrook
Nadia Ariana Zamany
Wilfred Moe Khaing Zaw

College of Technology
Elysha Ava Lauryn Garcia

Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture  
and Design
Hugo Patrick Margain
Jad Moghnieh

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Hannah Sydney Esopenko

Collegiate Honors

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Benjamin Bliss
Jessica Alexandra Castillo Patino
Taylan Reese Eisemann
Jaime Karee Freeman
Jordan Hart
Lauren Hernandez
Anne Elizabeth Holan
Jacob Lane Huling
Trinity Michelle Johnson
Melanie A. Leal
Diego Alejandro Lopez
Jala Monique Mason
Julio Alejandro Mata

Cameron Vaughn Mitchell
Catherine Lai Xuan Nguyen
Harrison P. Norris
Christina Elizabeth Okhuysen
Juliana Kiara Quintana
Pari Rohani
Raphaela Y. Tchani
Elaine Tran
Paul Basil Hubbell Vaughan
T’arie Vincent

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts
Stephanie Lanza-Arce
Sophia Mobbs

Daniel Alejandro Moreira

College of Education
Cyrina Bryant
Eric Pham Doan
Jasmine Evelyn Gonzalez

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Bryan X. Choo
Kurtis Deschamps
Addison Fischer Gregory
Benjamin Z. Ilboudo
Brian M. Presson



32 UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON

University of Houston
The Honors College

Conrad N. Hilton 
College of Global 
Hospitality Leadership
Lily Bateman
Daniel Lee

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Michael Kelechi Allison
Viridiana Esperanza Barrera
Taadesha Gabriale-Samone Denson
Nicholas Nguyen Khang Doan
Moneeza Hameed 
Jeanette Montemayor Hortaleza
Aurora Barbara Maceo Fernandez
Ayman Rashid

William Abe Ross
Gundeep Singh
Yaseen A. Syed
Golmehr Taskini
Lovyanne Manrique Vergel De Dios
Syed Sajid Zaidi

College of Technology
Daniel Obosaruemen Aigboduwa
Emmanuel Cofield
T’arie Vincent

Membership in The Honors College with Honors in Major

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Devion Reed

Membership in The Honors College
Joshua Campos
John Andrew Duenas
Jodie Renee Finch
Gerardo A. Godinez
Laura M. Lovel
Dorothee Andreas Mayag
Nathanael H. Tan
Kaitlyn Ngoc Thuy Tran

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts
Scott Matthew Rogers

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Austin J. Lee
Jose Luis Perez
Patrick Kennedy Williams

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Andrew-Son The Le
Vanessa Andrea Marcano

Christian Walter Rimbau
Bradley K. Ung
Hima Shaji Vadakekara

College of Nursing
Kydamae Delos Santos De Luna

College of Technology
Dustin James Walters

Honors in Major

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture  
and Design
Miranda Vanessa Gonzalez Miramon
Sharon Ann Lott
Gabriela A. Martinez
Caleb T. Matheson

Fuko Nara
Raquel Quintana
Alejandro Reyes
David Alexander Rincon
Ana A. Sevilla
Savannah Tidwell

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
Amena Naufel Alhassan
Dubois H. Barnes
Reece Allen Buck
Carla Gabriela Bullock
Tara Maria Georgeson
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Katherine Huff
Jo-Anne Pham
Joshua Michael Philippus
Beatriz A. Rivera

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts
Arabella Edell Lovelace
Katherine Huff
Nora Mahon

Cullen College  
of Engineering
Lindsey Danielle McGill
Hoang Nguyen

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Thomas Carroll
Giovanna Valentina De Vita Sifontes
Jose E. Esparza Pinelo
Beatriz A. Rivera
Alexandra Rae Briggs Ulinski
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Message from the UH Alumni Foundation Board President

Congratulations 2022 Graduates! 
Let me be the first to welcome you to the UH Alumni Association 
(UHAA). You are joining a global network of over 300,000 Cougars. 
With your participation, we can only grow stronger. As you embark 
on this next chapter, know that UHAA is here to help you stay 
connected with your beloved alma mater. From volunteering, 
joining a group, coming to events, to becoming a Life Member, the 
opportunities to engage are endless. To get started, click on the QR 
code below and make a gift in honor of the Class of 2022 so you 

can enjoy all the activities that soon await you. In the meantime, enjoy this moment and 
continue to soar. True we’ll ever be and Go Coogs!

Drue DaSilva (’93, M.S. ’99) 
President 
University of Houston Alumni Association Foundation Board

Have You Completed  
Your Graduation Checklist?
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4302 University Drive  
Houston, TX 77204-2018

uh.edu

The University of Houston is an EEO/AA Institution.




